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FOBBVORDS. 



When tiying to get togetliei some evidence on the Condition of 
EuglEind in Henij Ylirs and Edward VTs reigns for the Introduc- 
tion to the Ballad of Now a Dayes (lab. 1520, a.d.) for my first 
volume for the Ballad Society, I was stniok by the difficulty of find- 
ing out what tracts and books on the subject there were, and how 
few of them could be easily got at, much less bought at any leoaon- 
able price. But when I did get hold of some of them, I found them 
of such interest and value that I resolved to leprint such of them as 
I could, and one of the earliest' is now before the reader. 

The second in date, the celebrated Sup^teaeyon for the Beggera, 
is however the first in importance, from its influence on Henry VIII 
and the Beformation, and its calling forth an answer from Sir Thomas 
More, his Svj^ycacyon of Soulyg (in Purgatory), which gave rise to 
his controversy with Tyndal. I therefore give Foxe's full account of 
the whole matter &om the third edition of his Ads and Monumente, 
A-D. 157C, pp. 986—991. 

' Boy's Sed« ma and be ttol teroth ii the earliest, and was in print by 
1627 or -8, 8»j8 Mr Arter. Mr Hazlitt dates Eoy, 'Wormea 1626' : but query. 
It ia not in Foie's list of Forbidden Books in 1626 (p. lii-, below), though it is 
in that of 1631, printed in my Political, Religiovi, end Love Faemt, 1866, 
p. 34 : '7. The burying Of the masse in Englidi yn lyme.' Of Boy's other 
book In that list, ■ 13. A Boke made by freer Roye ayenst the sevyii Bscra- 
meotis,' I know of no copy. Bohn'a edition of Lowndes gays of the ' Sede me 
and be not nrroth ', " in the Eoiburghe Sale Catalogue this piece stands entitled 
"The Buryinge of the Haas, a Satire'." Can Foxe's 'M. Boo' on the next 
page be William Boj J 
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r OF U. BTHON FISHE. 



THE STORY OF M. SYMON" FISHE. 

M. Simon Fyihe, Before the tjrae of M. Bilney, and tlie fall of the 

bSSt^Miirfth* Caidinall, I should haae placed the story of Symon 
suppiiMUon of Fish, with the booke called " the Supplication of 
""^^■^ Beggara," declaryng how aud by what meanea it came 

to the kyngea hand, and what effect therof foUowed after, in the 
reformation of many thynges, especially of the Clergy. But the 
missyng of a few jeares in this matter, hreaketh no great smiare in 
our fltory, though it be now entred here [under the year 1531] which 
should haue come in eixe yeares before. The maner and circum- 
staunce of the matter is this : 

After that the light of the Gospel, workyng mightely in Germanie, 
began to spread his beames here also in England, great etyrre and 
alteration folowed in the harts of many : so that colored hypocrisie, 
and false doctrine, and painted holynes, began to be espyed more and 
more hy the readyng of Gods word. The authoritie of the Bishop of 
Eome, and the glory of hia Cavdinala, was not so high, hut such as 
had fresh wittes sparcled with Gods grace, began to espy Christ from 
Antichrist, that is, true sinceritie from counterfait religion. In the 
number of whom, was the sayd M. Symon Fish, a Gentleman of 
Grayes Inae. It happened the first yeare that this Gentleman came 
to London to dwell, which was abont the yeare of our Lord .1525, 
that t^ere was a certaine play or interlude made by one M. £00 of 
the same Inue, Gentlemaii, in which play partly was matter agaynst 
BicenareiiUon*, the Cardinal Wolsey. AJid where none durst take 
SSwoptS^Jiaiui ^on them to play that part, whiche touched the 
eonfups. aayd Cardinall, tiiis foresayd M. Fish tooke vpon him 

to do it ; wherupon great displeasure ensued agaynst him, vpon the 
Cardinals part : In so much as he, beyng pursued by the sayd 
Cardinall, the same night that this Tragedie was playd, was com- 
pelled of force to Toyde his owne house, & so fled ouer the Sea vnto 
Tyndall : vpon occasion whero^ the next yeare folowyng this booke 
was made (beyng about the yeare .1527.) and so not long after, in the 
yeare (aa I suppose) 1528. was sent ouer to the Lady Anne Bulleyne, 
who then lay at a place not farre from the Court. Which booke, her 
brother seyng in her hand, tooke it and read it, & gaue it her agayne, 
willyng het earnestly to glue it to the kyig, which thyng she so dyd. 
TiiBiMKiksortbi TMs was (as I gather) about the yearo of our Lord 

ffi^^^n, .1628. The kyng, after he had receaued the booke, de- 
S^mg- maundedofher, whomadeit. Wheninto she aunswered 

and sayd, a certaine suhiect of hia, one Fish, who was fled out of the 
Ecalme for feare of the CardinalL After the kyng had kept the 
booke in his hosome iij. or iiij. dayee, as is credibly reported, such 
knowledge was giuen by the kynges seruantea to the wife of y* sayd 
Symon Rshe, y' she might boldly send for her husband, without aS 
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periU or daanger. WheTeupon, ehe thereby beyng inoouraged, came 
first, and made sute to the kyng for the safe retume of her husband. 
Who, viiderstawdyng whose wife she was, shewed a marueloTis gentle 
and chearefull countenaunce tovardea her, askyng where her husband 
was. She aawswered, if it Uke yonr grace, not ferre o£ Tiiea sayth 
he, fetch him, and he shall come and go safe without perill, and no 
man shal do him harme ; saying moreoaer that hee had mudi wrong 
that hee was from her so long : who had bene absent now the space 
of two yeares and a halfe. In the whiche meane tyme, the Oardinall 
was depOBed, as ia aforeshewed, and M. More set in his place c^ the 
Chaun eellourahyp. 

Thus Fishes wife, beyng emboldened by the tynges a.Fiihn™ight, 
wordea, went imme^tly to her husband beyng lately V^J^^i^'™' 
come oner, and lying piiaely within a myle of the ^t°«- 
Conrt, and brought him to the kyng ; which appeaieth to be abont 
the yeare of our Lord .1530. ."When the kyng saw him, and vndep- 
stode he was the authoor of the hooke, he c&me and embraced him 
with louing countenannce ; who aftor long talke, for the space of uj. 
or iiy. houres, as they were ridyng together on huntyng, at leng^ 
dimitted him and bad him. take home his wife, for she had taken 
great paynes for him. Who auaewered the kjng agayne and sayd, 
be durst not Bo do, for feare of Syr Thomas More, then Ohau«ceUour, 
ftStoksley, then Byshop, of London. This eeemeth to bo about the 
yeare of our Lord .1530. 

The kyng, takyng his signet of his finger, willed hym h. Fiahe maud 
to haue him recommended to the Lord Chauncellour, t^uw^yng- 
chargyng him not to bee bo hardy to worke him any hanne. M Fishe, 
receiuyng the kynges s^et, went and declared hya message to the 
Lord Chauncellour, who tooke it as saflicient for his owne dischaige, 
but he asked him if he bad any thyng for the discharge of his wife ; 
for Bbe a htle before had by chaunce displeased the Friers, for not 
sufferyng them to say their Gospels in Latine in her house, as they 
did in others, vnlesse they would eay it in English. Whereupon tiie 
Lord ChanncellouT, though he had dischai^ed the man, ^ j^^ ^^^ 
yet leauyng not his grudge towtu^ies the wife, the next eenmnu^ii. 
momyng sent his man for her to appeare before hym. ; " 

who, had it not bene for her young daughter, which then lay aicke 
of the plague, had bene lyke to come to much trouble. Oi tiie 
which plague her huabawd, tlie sayd M. Fish, deceasing m-khhiiik* 
within halfe a yeare, she afterward maryed to one M. ofi«pi»*i>fc 
lames Eaynham, Syr Alexander Baynhams aonne, a worshypful 
knight of Gloetershyre, The which foresaid M. lames Bayiiam, 
not long after was burned, as incontinently after, in the procesoe of 
this Btory, shall appeare. 

And tbuB much concemyog Symon Fishe, the author ne iBmnia d 
of the booke of beggars, who also translated a booke SuuSSd'SM. 
called the Summe of the Scripture, out of the Dutch. *''*^ 
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-Vlll HOW THE 'snPPLlCAOTON SETS TO HBNBT VIII. 

Now commeth an other note of one Edmund Moddys, the kynges 
footeman, touchyng the game matter; 

M. Moddn tbe '^^^ *f ■ ModdyB beyng with the kyi^ in talke of 

kyngm fopumm. religion, and of the new bookes that were come from 
beyond the seas, sayde, if it might please hya grace to pardon him, & 
Buch ae he would bryng to his giace, hee should see such a booke as 
was mMiiell to heaie o£ The kyng demaunded what they were. 
Tbt books of lis sayd, two of your Marchanutes, George Myot & 
, S^Jtj^TS'" Geoi^e Robinson, The kyng poynted a tyme to epeake 
GeorgsEiyot* with them. When they came afore his presence in a 
George BoVneon. pJj^y0 closet, he deuiaunded what they had to saye, or 
to shew him. Chie of them said y* there was a boke come to their 
hands, which they had there to shew his grace. When he saw it, 
hee demaunded if any of them could read it. Yea, sayd George Elyot, 
if it please your grace to heare it. I thought so, sayd the kyng, for 
if neede were, thou canst say it without booke. 

Thakyngei The whole booke beyng read out, the kyng made 

ihft^oi"' ^ I'^ng pause, and then sayd, if a man shoidd pull 
Wb"". downe an old stone wall and begyn at the lower part, 

the vpper part thereof might chaimce to fall Tpon his head : and 
then he tooke the booke, and put it into his deske, and commaunded 
them vppon their allegiance, that they should not tell to any man, 
that he had eene the booke. &c. The Copie of the foresayd booke, 
intituled of the Beggars, here ensueth. 

[The Boke of Beggars follows here in print.] 

Tbe BappiiMUon Agaynst this booke of the B^gers abone prefixed, 

^mtoS^nuIds boyng written in the tyme of the Caidinall, another eon- 
S'ore Jsy^rt tii» t'^^y booke OT supplication, was deuised and written 
booke of bere™. shortly upon the same by one sir Thomas More, knight, 
Chauncellour of the Duchy of Lancaster, vnder the name and title 
of the poore sely soulea pewlyng out of Pulsatory. In the which 
booke, after that the sayd M. More, writer therof, had first deuided 
the whole world into foure partes, that is, into heauen, hell, middle 
earth, and Pu:igatory : then he maketh the dead mens soules, by a 
Khetorioall Froe<^opixa, to speake out of Purgatory pynfolde, some- 
tymes lamentably complayning, sometymes pleasaontly daiying and 
scoffing, at the authour of the Beggers booke, sometymes ecoldyng 
and rayling at hym, callyng hym foole, witlease, frantike, an asse, a 
goose, a madde dogge, an hereticke, and all that naught is. And 
no meruel, if these sely soules of Pui^tory seeme so furnish & testy. 
For heate (ye know) is testie, & soone inflameth choler; but yet 
those Purgatory soides must take good hede how they call a man a 
foole and heretike so often. For if the sentence of the GospoU doHi 
Uiih, s. pronounce them guiltie of hell fire, which say, fatue, 
foole : it may be douted lest those poore sely melancholy soules cf 
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Purgatory, caJling tliis mait foole so oft as they haue done, do bryng 
themselues therby out of Purgatory fire, to the fire of hel, by y* iuet 
eeutence of the gospell : bo that neythei the t. voijndea of S. 
Fraaaces, nor all the meiites of S. Somioicke, nor yet of all the 
Fiiets, can release them, poore wretches. But yet for so much as I do 
not, nor cannot thincke, that those departed aoules, eythei would so 
&ite oaeTshoote themselues if they veie in Puigatoiy, or eU that ■ 
there is any such fourth place of Purgatory at all (vnlesse it be in 
M. Mores Vtopia) as Maister Mores Poeticall vayne doth ^ ^^^^ ^ ^ 
imagine. I ceaae therfore to burden the soules depart«d, nr, wtuwais. 
and lay all the wyte in maister More, the anthour and "" ^ ' 
■ contriner of tbifl Poeticall booke, for not kepyng Decorum Personcb, 
as a perfect Poet should baue done.* They that geue pieceptes of 
Arte, do note thys in all Poeticall fictions, as a epeciaU ^^ p^.^. _„t 
obsemation, to foresee and expiesae what is conuenient Hon 
for euery person, accordyng to hys degree and condition, > 
to speake and vtter.. "Wherefore if it he true that """^ 
maister More sayeth in the sequels of bys booke, that grace and 
cbaritie increasetii in them that lye in the paynea of Purgatory, then 
is it not agreeable, that such soules, lying so long in Purgatory, 
should so soone foi^tte their charitie, and fall a .rayling in their 
supplication so fumishly, both agaynst this man, with such oppro- 
brious and vnfittyug termes, and also against lohn Badby, Pichard 
Eowndon, lohn Goose, Lord Cobham and other Martirs of the Lord 
burned for hys worde : also agaynst Luther, William Tindall, 
Kiohard Hunne and other mo, falaly belying the doctrine by them 
tanght and defended : which is not lyke that such charitable soules 
of Purgatory would ener doe ; neyther were it conuenient for them 
in that case, which in dede though their doctrine were false, should 
redound to the more encrease of their payne. Agayne, where the B. 
of Rochester defineth the Angels to be ministers to Purgatory soules, 
some wyll thinke peraduenture maister More to haue missed some 
part of his Decorum, in makyng the euill spirite of the anthour and 
the deuill to be messenger betwene middle earth and Purgatory, in 
bringing tidinges to the prisoned soules, both of the booke, and of 
tiie name of the maker. 

Now, as touchyng the manor bow this deuill came h. Uam 
into Purgatory, laughyng, grynnyng, and gnashyi^ hia ■*°'*«'»^ 
teeth, in sothe it maketh me to bugh, to see y* mery Antiques of M. 
More. Belike then this was some mery deuil, or els had eaten vnili 
his teeth some Nastureium before : which comming into sau* 
Purgatory to shew the name of this man, could not '™»«*«^- 
tell hys tale without laughing. But this was (sayth he) an enmious 
& an enuious laughing, joyned with grynnyng and gnashyng of teeth. 
And immediatly vpon the same, wa^ contriued this scoffing aod 
raylyng suppUcation of the pewlyng soules of Purgatory, as bee hym 
selfe doth terme them. So then here was enmying, enuying, laugh- 
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ihg, grinning, gnaahyng of teeth, pewlyng, scoffing, rayling, and 
begging, and altogether to make a Tery blacke Sanctus in Pui^atoij, 
A uukB smioi ^ doede we read in Scripture, that there ehall bee 
IB p«g«oi7. wepyng and gnaaliyng of teeth in hell, where the aoules 
& hodyea of men shall he tormented. But who woulde euer haue 
thought before, that the enill aungell of this man that made the 
hooke of Beyers, beyng a spiritual! and no corporall sabatance, had 
teeth to gsashe, & a mouthe to giynue 1 But where then stode M. 
More, 1 meruell al this meane while, to see the deuill lai^h with his 
mouth 80 wyde, y' the aoules of Purgatory might see all hys teeth 1 
Belyke this was in Vtopia, where M. Mores Puigatorye is founded. 
But becattsa M- Moore is hence departed, I will Icaue hym with his- 
mery (^jitiquea. And as touchyng hys booke of Purgatory, whiche 
The nDiuvan of he hath lefte behynde, because lohn Prith hath learnedly 
K^um ""^"^ and efiectuouflly ouerthiowne the same, I will therfore 
p""*"*^- referre the reader to hym, while'I repayre agajTie (the 

Lord willyng) to the historye. 

After that the Clergye of England, and especially the Cardinal!, 

vaderstode these bookes of the Beggars supplication aforesayd, to be 

strawne abroade in the sia^etes of London, and also before l3ie kyng, 

the sayd Cardinall caused not onely his seruauntea diligently to 

attend to gather them vp, that they should not come into the kynges 

handes, but also, when he vnderstode that the kyng had receaned one 

or two of them, he came Tnto the kyi^es Maiesty saying : If it shall 

please your grace, here are diuers seditious persons which haue 

scattered abroad books oonteyning manifest errours and herisies; 

desiryng his grace to beware of them. Wherupon the kyng, pnttyng 

his Iwind in liia bosome, tooke out one of the bookes, and deliuered it 

vnto the Cai-dinalL Then the Cardinall, together with the BjshopF, 

consulted how they might pronide a spedy remedy for this miaehie^ 

pronw by ihs ^ tberupon determined to geue out a Commision to for- 

Byiiiow, igijnrt bid the readyi^ of all Englishe bookes, and namely this 

Eugii.i« i-oKe., ^^^^ ^^ Beggars, Mid the new Testament of Tyndala. 

translation: which was done out of hand by Cuthbert Tonstall, 

Byshop of London, who sent out his proliibition. vnto his Arclt- 

deacons, with all spede, for the fotbiddyng of that booke and diners. 

other more ; the tenor of whiche prohibition here foloweth. 

% A prohibition sent out by Cuthbert Tonstall, 

Bishop of London, to the Archdeacons of his dio- 

cesse, for the callyng in of the new Testaments 

translated into English, with diuers 

other bokes : the Cataloge wher- 

ofh - 



"riVthbert by the permission of God, Byshop of 
\j London, vnto our welhelouod in Christ, the Arch- 
deacon of London, or to hys Official!, health, grace, and. 
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benediction. By the duety of our pastorall office, we are bounde 
diligently with all onr power, to foresee, pronide for, roote out, and 
put away, all those thyi^es which seeme to t«nd to the peril & 
daungec of our eubiectes, and specially the destruction of their soulea. 
"Wherefore, we, hauyng ynderstandyng by the report of diuers credible 
persona, and also by the euident apparaunce of the matter, that 
many children of iniquitie, maintaynera of Luthers sect, blynded 
through extreme wickednes, wandrjng from the way of truth and the 
Catholicke fayth, craftely bane tranSated the new Testament into 
our English tongue, entermedlyng therwith many hereticall Articles 
& erroneous opinions, pernicious and offensiue, seducyng the simple 
people, attemptyng by their wicked and peruerse interpretations, to 
prophanate the maiestye of the Scripture, which hetherto hath re- 
mained Tndefiled, & craftely to abuse the most holy worde of God, 
and the true sence of the same ; of the wluch translation there are 
many bookes imprinted, some with gloses and some without, eon- 
tayning in the English tongue that pestiferous and most pemicloua 
poyson dispersed throughout all our diocesse of London in great 
number : which truly, without it be spedely foreseene, wythout doubt, 
wyll contaminate and infect the flock committed vnto us, with most 
deadly poyson and hereeie, to the grieuous peril and danger of the 
soules committed to our cbaige, and the ofTence of gods dinine 
maiesty, Wherfore we, Cuthbert the bishop aforesay^ greuously 
Borowyng for the premisses, willyng to withstand the craft and 
aubtletie of the auncieut enemy and hya miniet«re, which seeke the 
destruction of my flock, and with a di%ent care, to take hede vnto 
the flock committed to my charge, desiring to pronide apedy remedies 
for the premisses, do charge you ioyntly and seuerally, & by vertue 
• of your obedience, atraightly eniojne and commaunde you, that by 
onr authority you wame oi cause to be warned all & singular, aswd 
exempt as not exempt, dwelling within your Arcbdeaconriea, that 
within .XXX. dayes space, wherof -x. dayea shalhe for the first, .x. for 
the second, & .x. for the third and peremptory t«rme, vnder pune of 
excommunication, and incurring the suapicion of berisie, they do 
bryng in, and really deliuer vnto our vicare generall, all & singular 
such bookea as conteyne the translation of the new Testament in the 
Engliahe tongue ; and that you doe certifio vs, or our sayd Com- ' 
miaaarye, within ij. monethes after the day of the date of these 
preaentes, duely, personally, or by your letters, together with these 
preaentea, vnder your seales, what you bane done in the premisses, 
vnder payna of contempt, geuen vnder our seale the .xxiij. of 
October, in the v. yere of our consecration ,an. 1536." 

IT The lyko Commission in lyke maner and forme, was sent to the 
three other Archdeacons of Middlesexe, Essex, and Colchester, for 
the execution of the same matter, vnder the Byshops seale. 
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lai 'the 8UPPLI0A0TOH ' AND BOOKS FORBIDDEN, A.D. 1588. 

THE ISAUES OF THB BOOKES THAT WERE FORBIDDEN AT THIS TTHE, 
TOGETHER WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

^'!S™d T^e supplication of beggere. (2)^ 

torutaea. i. The reuelation of Antichrist, of Luther. (31 

The new Testament of TindaU. (22) 

The wicked Mammon. (23J 

The obedience of a Chiisten man. (24) 

An introduction to Faulea Epiatle to the Eomanes. (22) 

A Dialogue betwixt the father and the Bonne. (1) 

Oeconomicte Cluristianfe. (6) 

Vnio dissidentiimi. 

Fife piecationes. (5) 

Captiuitas Babilonica. 

loannea Hub in Oseam. 

Zwlnglius in Catahaptistas. 

De pueris instituendis. 

Btentius de administranda Repnbhca. 

Luther ad Gal&taa. 

De llbeitate Christiana. 

Luthers exposition vpon the Pater noater. 

The editor of the reprint of the Supplioacycn in 1845 refers aUo 
to Strype's Memorials, i 165, and eaya that WiUdnfl {C<mcilia, 3. 706) 
gives OS thia edict or i^juDction [of Tonatall'a, above] iasued by the 
authority also of Warham, Archbishop of Canterbury, Again, in the 
year 1530, a public inatrmnent agreed upon, says Wiliins (3. 728), ■ 
ia an Asaembly of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of 
Durham and others, by order of King Henry the Eighth, was put 
forth " containing divers heretical and erroneous opiniona aelectod 
&om various hooks, which had been considered and condemned." 
One of those is from the Supplication, and ia the pass^e [on Pur- 
gatory] beginning, " There be many men of great literature, &c." 
Jp. 10, below, L 31], and ending, "in all holy Scriptore." And, 
once more, in the same year (WUkins, iii. 737), or, with less probabil- 
ity, in 1529 (Strype, i. 166), a Koyal Proclamation was published 
"for teaisting and withstanding of most damnable heresies sown 

' These nombem refer to thosa in the ' List of Books proaoribed in 1631 ' 
printed in my edition of Pelitieal, Heligima, and Love JPoemt, for the Society, 
1866, p. 34-6, in which nine books in TonstaU's 1B26 list are repeated. (The 
iVa of No. C there should be Pie.) 
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within this realm by the discijJes of Luther, and other heretics, pei- 
verters of Chriat'a religion j " at the end of which, with some other 
books, "the Supplication of Beggars" ia strictly prohibited. Mr 
Arber tella me that Foxe's list of boots on the opposite page ia 
a apuiioaa one, because it containa the names of several books 
not publiaht till after 1526, — among them our Supplication of 
Beggars, which can be proved to have been publisht late in 1528 
or early in 1629'; — ^that the Unio diseidenitum is by H. Budius; 
and that Pi(B Precationes, Capfivitaa Babylonica, and De Liberiate 
Christiana, are Luther's, 

Wood's aaxmnt of rish, in his Atketice Oxonienses, is taken from 
Foxe, but he notes alao what Sir T. More, in his ' Apology' ( Works, 
&c., ed. Kaatdl, 1577, p. 881), aays of Fish: that he "bad good 
zele, ye wote well, whan he made the Supplicacion of beggere. But 
God gane hym suche grace afterwarde, that he was sory for that good 
zeale, and repented hymselfe, and came into the church agayne; and 
foraoke and forawaro all the whole hill of those heresyes, out of 
which the fountain of that same good zeale sprange." 

" In More's Supplication of Souls, written to counteract the 
effect of Mr Simon Fish's Supplication of Beggars, More continually 
calla Fish ' this beggar's proctor,' and represents one of the souls in 
purgatory as sayit^ of him, ' He is named and boasted among us by 
the evil angel of his, our and your ghostly enemy, the devil ; which, 
as soon as he had set him at work with that pernicious book, ceased 
not to come hiUier, and boast it amoi^ us : but with his enniioua 
and envious laughter, gnashing the teeth and grinning, he told ns 
that his people [i. e. the reformers] had, by the advice and counsel of 
him, [i. e. the devil] and of some neretics almost as evil as he, made 
such a book for be^ars, that it should make ua beg long ere we got 
aught.'— J/»re'« ' TTiTria,' pp. 288-9. The Supplication of Beggars 
.... was originally transmitted to England from the Continent, 
whither Fish had fled ; so that More would suppose that Tyndale 
and Joye were privy to its composition." — Parker Soc.'s Tyndale'a 
' Works,' iii. 268, note. In the Parker Society's Tyndale's Works, 
ii, 335, Tyndale, in his tract on The Practice of Prelatee, again makes 
mention of Fish's Supplication, " which secretary (Thomas More) yet 
must first deserve it with writing against Martin [Luther], and 
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XIT THB SBCOND AMU THISD SOPFLICAIIONB. 

against Tho Obedience- and Mammon^ and becoma fhe pr«ctor of 
purgatory, to write against The Sup^icaHon of beggars." 

Bishop Tanner ascribes to Fish. ' Tbe boke of merchantB^ rigbtly 
necessary to all folkes, newly made by the lord Pontapole,' and 
' Hie spiritual noa^ay.' 

That he translated from the Dutch the Sum of the Scriptures 
Foxe has already told us in the last lines of page vii above. 

Fish was livmg at his house at WhiteMara in 1527-8. See 
Necton'e Confeaeion. Strype, I. ii. 63, ed. 1823. (Arber.) 

Ho new facts about Fiah are given in any modem biographical 
dictionaries that Mr "W. M. Wood has searched for me. Foxe, as 
ive have eeen (p. vii, above, L 9 from foot), says that Fish died of the 
plague about 1 530 ; and' the way that Sir Thomas More speaks of ynrri 
seems to assume that he died before 1333. 

The reader will notice how the Supplication of the Poors Gom- 
nums, 1546, refers, on p. 61-2 below, to the SuppHcoffgon of Beggers, 
and its influence on Henry TIIL 

F. J. F. 



The BOGond and third Sapplieaiions, printed from tlie oidgin^ 
black-lettei editions now in the British Museum,* are anonymous. 
The dates o£ their publication are 1544 for the second, and 1646 for 
the third. It is useless to guess who was the author (J believe the two 
proceed from one pen), hut I have not much hesitation in suggesting 
Henry Brinklow {"Eoderyck Mors"), who was busy at this time, 
Bidnklow's two tiacla* will as. soon as practicable be included in 
this seiie^ and then our readers wiH be able to judge for themselves: 
The same vehement, language, and unqualified abuse of the clei^ 
and all who were nob of his way of thinking, will bs obaerred 
throngfaoub The r^erenoes to a«iain topics of tha day cannot be 

' I^ntd. Jogge^ loiT, IStno. — Lomndei. 

• Mr B. Brock read tie proofB with tbe origlnalfl. 

' * The Complajut of Koder;ok Mors ... for the redresse of cortea wicked 
lawes, euel cuatama, and nmsl dsoreTS, 1586'; aod 'The I>Miieutaafon of a 
Christea Ageipat the Cft^ o£ lumAxoi, for some certojns great vycea vsGd 
tlierin, 1S45.' 
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reckoned on to weigh much with regard to the question of author- 
ship in a case like this, else we might direct attention to several such 
in this Preface. Three must suffice : 

The Lamentaeyon of a Ckrieten. A Supfiication of the Corrvmone. 

And I thinke within fewe ^ow must we heleue that 

years they will (wythout thy they can not erre though 

greate mercy) call vpon Thomas they were haudes and fomicatois 

Wolsey late Cardinall, & vpon with the holy whore of Kent p. 

the vnholy (I shulde saye) holy 75. 
Mayde of Kent. 1. 4. 

Accordyng to thwe office they Although the sturdy be^era- 

barked vppon yon to loke vppon gat all the deuotion of the good, 

the poore, so that then some re- charitable people from them, yet 

lefe they had; but now, alaaee, had the pore impotent creatures 

ye be colde, yea euen those whiche sone relefe of theyi scrappes, 

saye they he the favorers of the where as nowe they haue nothyng. 

Gospell. 1. 9, hk. Then had they hospitals, and 

London beyng one of the almeahouses to be lodged in, but 

flowers of the worlde, as touch- nowe they lye and starue in the 

inge worldlje riches, hath so stretes. Then was. their nnmlwr 

1 manye, yea innumerable of poore great, but now much greater, p. 

people forced to go from dore to 79. 
dore, and to syt openly in the 
stretes a be^ynge, and many 
.... lye in their bowses .... 
and dye for lacke of aydo of the 
riche. L 9. 

Ye ahhorre the remedy or- Hordome is more estemed. 

dayned of God [marriage], and then wedlocke . . . amongest a 

mayntayne the remedy of Sathan, great numbre of lycensious per- 

1. 22, bk. sons. p. 82. 

These are not worth much, but they may serve aa a hint to those 
who care to go further in thia direction. 

The subjects embraced by the second and third Supplications are 
such as to justify their beii^ placed in the same volume as Fish's more 
famous tract.^ That gained its celebrity as much &om its eady appear- 
ance in the great struggle, and the notice taken of it by the king, aa 
by its own intrinsic merits. More than this, Foxe embalmed it in hia 

' When the Siipplicafum of the Foare Camirum* first appeared, it bore on 
its title page "^ Wbereanto ia added the Supplication of Beggers." This is 
now omitted, aa the SupplUatiAUi af Beggarg coDtAined in the present volume is 
printed from a copy of the original black-letter edition in the Brildsh Htuemn. 
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OP THE SECOND AND THIRD SUPPLICATIOKa. 

p^ea, ao that while the Supplication to the King and the Supplica- 
tion of the Commons have not teen reprinted for more than 300 
years, and are unknown except to a few, the Supplication of the 
Beggere has been reproduced as often as I'oxe'a own immortal 

The ignorance and immorality of the clergy are commented upon 
in severe t«nna. They, aa usual, are charged with being the authors 
of every crime either by the suppression of the Bible, or by their 
false teachii^. Their want of faith and u^lect of preaching are said 
to be the cause of insurrections, commotions, popish blindness, 
idolatry, hypocrisy. It is said that many of the Abbots of the sup- 
pressed monasteries were admitted to have the cure of souls to the 
increase of all ignorance and to the damnation of those committed to 
their care. Of couTse. Having turned out these men, how could 
the virtuous patriots of the day do less than persecute them to the 
death ) They had voluntarily or involuntarily resigned their livings 
into the hands of the Boyal Defender of the Faith, and were willing 
to conform to the new order of things ; but this was not enough. It 
was held that no good thing could come out of the Church as It ex- 
isted a few years before, and so these men must submit to every 
indignity and be taxed with every crime. It was even considered 
dangerous to admit a man to the ministry who had studied the 
decrees and laws of the Church of Eome (p. 46). 

But Church matters are not the only ones which gain attention. 
We hear of the extravagance which prevailed in fashions — now the 
French, now the Spanish, then the Italian, and then the Milan (p. 
52), till mwiy were brought to poverty by the foolish fancies and 
vain pride of men and women. The crimes of the rich make the 
writer apply Hosea's words to his own country — " There is no truth, 
no mercy, no knowledge of God in earth ; cursing, lying, murder, 
theft, adultery, hath broken in" — and yet, notwithstaudii^ all this, 
" doo owxe shepherdes holde theyr peace." 

The miserable poverty of the people, who expected great things 
from the expulsion of the monks, is clearly expressed. Under the 
old order of things there was some relief (p. 79), but under the new, 
instead of the monk there was the " sturdy extortioner." The people 
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could get no fann, not even a cottage. Kente were raised, abbey 
landa boi^ht up, and the old leases declared to be void. Altogether 
the picture is anything but a cheering one, and makes us coriouB to 
know in what part of England "fcee fare and free lodging, with 
bread, beef, and beer," were to be had, and no q^uestiona asked.' 

The last tract in this volume was copied from one then in the 
Lambeth Library, hut as that was mislaid when we went to press, our 
teKt has been made to correspond^ with the copy of another edition 
in the Cambridge University Library. The date' of this " Sheep- 
tract" must be lGGO-3 a-d.; but the name of its author is unknown. 
It, too, is in the form of a petition or supplication, which seems to 
have been a favourit« mode of exposing the grievances under which 
the people groaned. A noteworthy circumstance in connection 
with this tract ia that the clergy are not even mentioned! 
It deals with rural troubles only. In cities men saw and perhaps 
envied the rich ; in large centres of population also, just as in our 
own day, the clei^ were the especial objects of the attacks of " re- 
formers ; " but this writer, whose style ia far less effective than that 
of the Supplications, confines himself solely to the misfortunes which 
resulted from excessive pasture farming. His references to North- 
amptonshire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire, lead oa to believe 
that his lot was probably cast in one of these counties. The com- 
plaint is made in very homely langu^e and manner, but they give to 
it an air of truthfulness. 

The calculations as to the losses sustained by the country are very 
interesting. A single plow, it seems, was calculated to keep six 
persons and leave thirty quartere of grain for sale annually. 

' For fiirUier in formation on the subjectBof these Supplioatioiis the reader 
is referred to the Introduction to Ballads from MS3, vol. i. by Mr F. J. Pur- 
nivall, and to the Preface to England under Benry VIII,, a. IHdIsgne, &c., 
by Mr J. U. Cowper. 

" Mr Denis Hall of the Camb. TJniv. Library collated the proofs with the 
original. 

' Hugh Singleton's print of Tie wciMyiiw q^JflSdn .BoJfl iadated ir"" "~ ' 
he died between July 1592 and 1593. Herbert gives the date of Sin_ 
ed. of Foi'h Inatracc'wn of Chrliten Fai/th aa 1650. (Dibdin's Ames, \\ 
The copy of the Sheep-Tract menlioned in Ames as among the Harleiau 
pamphlets is not now in the BritiaU Museum. It was the same edition as the 
missiag Lambeth copy, having an a in enely and iuyuthelde in the title. — F. 
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XVIU THE EFFECTS OF SHEET-FA BM IX 0. 

Put into figures, the first calculation (p. 98) will stand thus :— 
40 plows decayed in each county : 

1 plow = 6 persons .■. 40 plows = 240 persons. 

In addition each plow yielded 30 qrs. com, .-. 40 

plows = 1200 qrs. Allowing 4 qrs. to each person, 

this shows a further lose of 300 „ 

Total in each county 540 „ 

But if there be 80 plows lees in each of these shires, " as we do 
think " (p. 99), this number will be doubled, and in each county 
1080 persons are deprived of their means of support.' In the 
■writer's own touching language we may say, " !Now these persons 
had need to have living : whither shall they go ? into Northampton- 
shire t And there is also the living of an equal number of persona 
lost. Whither shall then they gol Forth from shire to shire, and 
to be scattered thus abroad, within the King's Majesty's Eealm 
where it shall please Almighty God ; and for lack of masters, by 
compulsion driven, some of them to beg, and some to steal" (p. 98). 

These Beformation Tracts are submitted to the careful attention 
of all who wish to study this period of onr history, in the firm belief 
that the only way in which Englishmen can form a correct estimate 
of the wonderful change the country then went through, the causes 
which led to it, and the means by which it was brought about, is by 
placing in their hands all the contemporary documents which are 
within our reach. 

J. M. COWPEB. 

' The calculation on p. 10[ mggeets a condition of tbiiiga too frightful for 

1 Flow kept 6 peraouB 

beaides producing com sufficient for 7^ „ 

50,000 plows X 13i = 676,000 „ 

thrown upon the country ; which, sapposing the population to have been 
6,000,000, would be one-eighth oi the whole population, and revsals a Btate 
of things worse than that which exists at the present day, when every twenti- 
eth person reoeiyes parish relief, eiclusive of the " beggars " who awarm on 
our highways, tramping from tJnion to Union because Uiey can't deep in the 
same " house " two nights together. 
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WRITTEN ABOUT THE TEAE 1629, 
AND (a8 is BBLIKVKd) BT 

Simon fisij. 

FREDERICK J. FTJRNITAIX. 
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" ^XXG. POUR SUPPLICATIOirS! " ~~ 

p. vii at foot ; p. liv. Mr E. Arber has since fonnd a tiUelese copj of 
Simon Fieh's " Svmme of the Seizure ont of tie Duteti," in a little well- 
known volume of rare triujta in the Britnsh Museum. (See fais Prefaoe to bin 
edition of Boy's Sede me ^ be wit t»roth, ed. 1871.) As tliis TOlnme had been 
in the iiands of most of our profest BibiiographerB, the identifloation of Fish's 
treatiae is no Bmall credit to Mr Arber. 

p. ivii. The mislaid Iiambeth oopj of the " Sheep-tract" was found soon 
after our print of it went to preaa. 

p. Ill, col. 2. Onatonical ; for "gnat-like " (copied unthinkinglf by Mr 
Cowper from an edition of Foxe's Martyrt) read ' Deceitful in worda ; flatter- 
ing I iilte a Hmeilfeast or parasite.' Bulloksr k, Cockeram, in Todd's Johnson. 

p Hi, cof. 2, line T,fBr thimble read thurible 
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A eUPPLIOiOYON FOR THE BBGaBBa. 



TO THE KING OVRE 

aouereygne lorde. 

"IffOst lamentaWy compleyneth. theyre wofiill myaeiy The Kii**! 

■^ vnto youie highnea, yoiire pooie daily bedemew, the ^^^l^,"* 

wretched hidous monstres (on whome acareely for J^if^? Mm»T, 

horror any yio dare lote,) the foule, Tnhappy sorte of "J^^" ""^'' 

leprae, and other Bore people, nedy, impotent, blinde, 

lame, and sike, that live onely by almesae, howe that 

theyre nombie is daily so sore encreased, that all the 

almesae of cdl the -weldiaposed people of thia yoiire realms 

ia not halfe ynough for to eusteine theim, but that for 

verey constreint they die for hunger. And this moat uii this b; 

pestilent mischief is comen vppou youre aaide poore otiwniriiain 

beedmen, by the reason and' there is, yn the tymes of [ij^Uiu] 

youre noble predecessours paaaed, craftily crept ynto "™nK»n^"i^ 

thia your realme an other sort (not of impotont, but) "''?!™" "™^ 

of strong, puissaunt, and counterfeit holy, and ydell, 'diw'™'. 

be^ers and vacabundee, whiche, syns the tyme of 

theyre first entte by all the craft and wilinesse of Satan, 

are nowe encreased vndar your s^ht, not onely into a 

great nombre, but also ynto a kingdome. These are ThMmno 

(not the hordes, but the rauinous iroluea ) 

herdes clothing, denooring the flocke,) the Bis 

Abbottes, Priours, Deacons, Arohedeacons, Sttfiraganes, 

Fraetas, Monies, Chanons, Freree, Pardoners and 

Somners. And who is abill to nombre this idell, 

BOPPLICATION. 1 
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2 THE EXTORTIONS OF THE MONKS AKD FfilARS. 

■iio work not, rauinoua Bort, whiclie (setting all lalxiure a side) haue 

ibirdofiheiud begged SO importunatly that tliey haue gotten ynto 

' theyre liondes more tben the tlierd part of all youre 

Bealme. The goodliest loidshippes, mauera, londes, 

■lui ft. lithe of and territories, are theyia. Besides tMa, they haue the 

li.^ tenth part of all the come, medowe, pasture, grasse, 

woUe, coltea, caluea, lambes, pi^es, gese, and chikens. 

udsfeiarT Ouer and bisides, the tenth part of euery seruauntes 

Mtrtn • w.g«, ^gggg^ ^],g ^jjth part of the wolle, miUce, hony, ■vraxe, 

cheee, and butter. Ye, aad they loke so narowly vppon 

u wall M the theyre prouflttes, that the poore wyuea must he connt- 

f^^oJ^'b* able to theym of euery tenth eg, or elles she gettith not 

rifbu! ^^^ ryghtes at eater, shalbe taken as an heretike. hereto 

Thm, ihBj g^ haue they theire foure offering daies. whate money pull 

^bitM, prtiitt* they yn hy probates of testamentea, priuy tithes, and 

«^|^"* by mennea offeringes to theyre pilgremages, and at 

thoyre first masses 1 Euery man and childe that is 

buried, must pay smnwhat (or masses and diriges to be 

for oiiich dud song foi him, or elles they will accuse the dedea frendes 

^t'^yfilid ^^"^ oxeoutours of heresie. whate money get they by 

^^miaTii'm'™' mortuaries, by hearii^ of confessions (and yet they iril 

cmt^'imd™' '■^P^ therof no counoeyle) by halowing of churches, 

tbuiouig. oltares, superaltaies, cliapelles, and belles, by cursiug 

of men, and absoluing theim agein tot money ) what a 

multitude of money gather the pardoners in a yerel 

Howe moche money get the Somneia by extotcion yn a 

yere, by assityng the people to the commissaries court, 

and afterward releasing thapparannca for money 1 

Ti>en again, how Finally, the infinite nombre of begging &eie8 i whate 

S™bffl'.rf°ihe got they yn a yere 1 Here, if it please your grace to 

bagging Frim. j^gj.^^^ ye shall ae a thing farre out of ioynt. There are 

In England in witbyn youTo Tcalmo of £nglond .lij. thousand parisahe 

"orchM I'o churcbea. And this stonding, that there be but tenne 

M^^ri^!" houshouldes yn euery parisshe, yet are there fiue 

hundreth thousand and twenty thousand houshouldes. 

hmiKhoM tba And of euery of these houshouldes hath euery of the 
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A BUFPLICACTOH FOR THE BEOOERS. 3 

fiua ordres of frerea a peny a. quarter for euery ordre, avb orfe™ uve 

that is, for all the fiue oidres, fine pens a quarter for or n round 

every house. That is, for all the fiue ordres .xx. d, a ea^aa ».. nd. 

yere of eueiy house. Suiuma, fiae hundreth thousand 

and tweaty thousand quarters of angels. That is .cdx. 

thousand half angels. Summa .cxxx. thousand angels. 

8umiii& totalis .xliij. thousand poundes aad .cccxxxiij. 

11. via. viij.d. sterling, wherof not foure hundreth 

yeres passed they had not one peny. Oh greuous and r«ii HighiuH'i 

peynfull exactioKH thus yerely to bo paled ! from the not paj thi>, k,± 

whiche the people of your nobill predecessours, the 

kinges of the auncient Britows, euer stode &e. And 

this wil they haue, or els they wil pjYWUie him that 

will not giue it l^eim to be taken as an heretike. whate 

tiraunt euer oppressed the people like this cruell and 

venge^e geneiacion t whate subiectes shall be ablll to no luiduta an 

helpe theire prince^ that be after this facion yejrely they m to 

polled) whate good christen people can be abiU to ^^^"m™* 

Bocoure vs pore lepres, blinde, sore, and lame, that be "" 

thus yerely oppressed 1 Is it any merueille that youre 

people so compleine of pouertie J Is it any merueile How wm th« 

that the taxes, fiftenes, and subsidies, that your grace luvo h underir 

most tenderly of ^eat compassion hath taken emong to, u^h nrestn 

your people, to defend theim from the thretened ruine beftwtuoifl. 

of theire oomon welth, haue bin so sloughtfully, ye, 

painfully leuiedt Being that almost the vtmoat peny 

that mought hane bin leuied, hath ben gatheied bifore 

yerely by this rauinous, cruell, and insatiahill genera- 

oion. The danes, nether the aaxons, yn the time of Neith« Dun 

the auncient Britons, shulde neuer haue ben abill to hm won Brtuin, 

haue bronght theire tomies from so farre hither ynto ischl brood it 

your lond, to haue conquered it, if they had had at '™™' 

that time suche a sort of idell glotons to finds at home. 

The nobill king Arthur had neuer ben abill to haue wor o™id Arthur 

caried his armie to the fote of the monntaines, to resist Lndm, with nch 

the comii^ downe of lucius the Emperoure, if suche 
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amimjhiipsi^i^ yerelj exactions had ben taken of his people. The 

beiieced Trof, grekeB had neuer Len abiU to haue ho long continued 

at the Biege of Troie, if they had had at home euche 

an idell sort of cormorauntes to finde. The anncient 

BorHomewon Eomains had neuer ben ahil to haue put all the hole 

Die worlA, nor lh« '^ 

Turk ao much of woilde Tnder theyre obeisauQce, if thevre iJeople had 
ChriUsizfloni. , , , ' , ™ „ . 

byn thus yerely oppressed. The Torke nowe, yn youre 

tymo, shulde neuer be abill to get so moche grounde of 
cristondome, if he had yn his empire euche a sort of 
Th«»mM,tbra, locustes to deuoure hia Bubataunce. Ley theu these 
the nteunoe of sommes to the forseid therd part of the possessions of 
' the realme, that ye may se whethep it dtawe nighe Tnto 

the half of the hole aubataunce of the realme or not : So 
shall ye finde that it draweth ferre aboue. Kowe let 
va then compare the nombre of this vnkind Idell 
aort, vnto the nombre of the laye people, and we ahall 
ae whether it be indifferently shifted or not that they 
■ndrntoKruw shuld haue half. Compare theim to the nombre of 
iiimd»dD(th« men, so are they not the .C. person. Compare theim 
women ud to men, wimen, and children ; then are they not the 

ona In foM^ .CCCC. parson yn nombre. One part therfore, yn foure 
hundreth partes denided, were to moche for theim 
but ;M the; hire except they did laboure. whate an vnequal burthen is 
of Uie rnim. it, that they haue half with the multitude, and are not 
the .CCCC. parson of theire nombre ! whate tongue is 
ahiU to tell that ener there was eny comon welth so 
sore oppressed sina the worlde fiiat began i 
wnudoih^with If And whate do al these gredy sort of aturdy, idell, 
NoUiing.bac holy theues, with theae yerely exactiona that they 
•icit* nUMiiionil, take of the people t Truely nothing but exempt theim 
" "^ siluea from thobedience of your grace. Nothing but 

translate all rule, power, lordiahippe, auctorite, obedi- 
ence, and dignite, &om your grace vnto theim, No- 
thing bat that all your suhiectee shulde fall ynto diso- 
bedience and rebeUion ageinst your grace, and be Tnder 
thoym. Aa they did vnto your nobill predoceaaour 
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kiug lolm : whiche, forbicaose that he wolde hane ig^Bn that nuu* 

punisshed ceiterr traytours that had conspired with the o 

frenche king to haue deposed him from his crowne and Jj 

dignite, {among the whiche a cletke called Stephen, 

whome afterward ageinst the kingee will the Pope 

Eoade BisBhoppe of Cannterbury, was one) raiterdited hia 

Lond. For the whiche matei your most nohill realme •" 

wroi^ully (alas, for shame !) hath atond tributary (not i 

vnto any Mad temporall prince, but vnto a cruell, , 

denelisehe bloudsupper, dronken in the bloude of the 

eayntea and marters of chriat) e 

holy sort of prelates, that thus 

gache a lightoons kinge, all his realme, and succession, 

&r doing right I 

If Here were a charitable sort of holy men, that coude Hoij man wtn 

'' tta^l hating OD 

thus enterdite an hole realme, and plncke awey the- ^bo more rw« 

bedience of the people from theyre naturall liege lorde uun iom hie 

and kinge, for none other causa bat for his rightuous- ' 

nesse 1 Here were a blissed sort, not of meke herdes, 

but of bloudsuppers, that coade set the &enche king 

Tppon suche a rightaous prince, to cause hym to lose 

his crowne and dignite, to make effiision of the bloude 

of Ms people, oneles this good and blissed king of 

greate compassion, more fearing and lamenting the 

sheding of the bloude of hie people then the losse of 

his crowne and dignite, agaynst aU right and conscience 

had submitted him silf mto theym ! case most bat tiier ^^ 

OuuiUtiall 

horrible ! that ener so nohill a king, Eealme, and sue- power » 
cession, shulde thus be made to stoupe to sache a sort 
of bloudsuppers ! where was his swerde, power, crowne, 
and dignite become, wherby he mought haue done iua- 
tice yn this maner ! where was their obedience become, 
that sbuld haue byn subiect vnder his higbe power yn 
tius mater t Te, where was the obedience of all his 
subiectes become, that for maintenaunce of the comon 
welth shulde haue holpen lum manfully to haue re- 
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sisted these blondsuppers to the shedinge of theyrs 

blonde 1 was not all to-gither by theyre polycy 

translated from Uiis good king vnto theim 1 Ye, and 

Ko mui'i wift what do they more ) Truely nothii^ but applie theym 

nfeforthemi BilueB, by all the sleyghtea they may, to haue to do 

oui be mre of bii with euery maimes wife, euery mannes donghter, and 

■uii by ibatainiDg eueiy mannea mayde, that cukkoldrie and baudrie shui'de 

ihej ^mS leigne ouer all emoi^ yoai eubiectes, that noman ahnlde 

J^_J^ knowe hia owne childe, that theyre bastardes might 

enherite the possessions of eneiy man, to put the right 

begotten children clere beside theiie infaeritannce, yn 

Bubuersion of all estates and godly ordie. These be 

they that by theire absteyning from marine do let the 

generation of the people, vheiby all the realme at 

length, if it shalde be continued, shall be made desert 

and inhabitable.' 

BDtfivtbeiD, V These be they that haue mode an hundretb thou- 

™id haye uyod fi*"id ydell hore6 yn your realme, wbicbe wolde haue 

boBMUj. gotten theyre lyuing honestly, yn the swete of theyre 

faces, had not theyre superfluous rychesse illected theym 

ThejdTTT to Toclene lust and ydelnesse. These be they that cornipt 

j^!^.iimtw, the hole generation of mawkind yn your realme ; that 

mean. " catche the pokkes of one woman, and here theym to an 

other ; that he brent wyth one woman, and here it to 

an other ; that catche the lepry of one woman, and 

here it to an other ; ye, some one of theym shall host 

emong his felawes, that he hath medled with an 

hundreth wymen. These he they that when they hane 

ones drawew mennea wiues to suche incontinency, 

Tbur"™" spende awey theire husbondes goodes, make the 

huiwidi. wimen to nmne awey from theire husbondes, ye, rynne 

awey them silnes both with wif and goodes, bring both 

' Sir Thomas More points out the seeming contradiotioii 
between this eeuteoce aad the last : for If the monks were snch 
good tiegetters of bastards, they would increase the population,. 
rather than diminish it. But this is acswered in the next pt^ 
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man, vrife, and children, to ydelneBse, tbeEt, and 
beggeri. 

Ye, who ia abill to nombre the greate and brode whj moiiid jm 
botomles occean aee, full of euilles, that this mis- ujmdaMhgr 
ehenous and sinful generacion may laufully bring vppon 
vs vnponiashed 1 where ie youre swerde, power, crowne, Eviit namiwdM 
and dignite become, that abuld punisshe (by pusiesbe- 
ment of deth, euen as otbei men are pnnissbed) the 
felonies, rapes, mmdrea, and treasons committed by 
this einfull generacioni where is theiie obedience become, 
that shnlde be vnder your hyghe power yn this mater t 
ya not aU to-gither translated and exempt trom your 
grace Tuto theim t yes, truely. wbate an infinite why ihanid tiwj 
nombre of people might baue ben encreased, to bane iikaotiuTmeD; 
peopled the realme, if these sort of folke had ben 
maried like other men ) whate breche of matiimonie is 
there brought yn by theim 1 suche truely as was neuer, 
sins the worlde began, emong the hole multitude of the 
hethen. 

V Who is she that wil set her hondea to worke, to whatwBnuiwui 
get .iJj. d. a day, and may hane at lest .xx. d. a day to dtf, wh«i>he 
slepe an houie with a frere, a monke, or a prest t what "^p!^ ^i, » 
is he that wolde labonro for a grote a day, and may °™^' 
baue at lest .xij. d. a day to be bande to. a prest, a 
monke, ot a frere t whate a sort are thete of theime sawau^nita 
that man prestes souereigne ladies, but to cloke the SSjiMrtogBi 
prestes yncontinency, and that they may baue a Huing "I'H^iTi'f 
of the prest theime siluea for theiie laboure t Howe 
many thousandes doth snche lubricite bring to beggery, 
theft, and idelnesse, whiche ehuld baue kept theiie good 
name, and haue eet theim silues to worke, had not ben 
this excesse treaauie of the spiritualtie t whate honest 
man dare take any man or woman yn Ms seruic* that 
hath ben at suche a scole with a spiritual man 1 Oh 
the greuous ahipwrak of the comon welth, whiche yn Bsfon ihms 
anncient time, bifore the coming yn of these rauinoua '"^™ '*™* 
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there irere tot vfolues, was HO prosperous, that then there were but 
poor, uid^iHe fewe theaes ! ye, theft was at that tyme so rare, that 
then tnoutii Cesat VB£ not compcllid io make penalite of deth vppou 
' *' felony, as your grace may well perceyue yn hia insti- 
tutes. There was also at that tyme hut fewe pore 
people, and yet they did not begge, but there was giuen 
theim ynough -roased ; foi there was at that time none 
of these rauinous woluea to axe it from theim, as it 
Why wonder, apperith yn the actes of thappostles. Is it any merueill 
■iiuiti»^|| though there he nowe so many be^ers, theaes, and 

ydell people 1 Nay truely. 
Twi»iiiie«mak« % Whate remedy: make lawes ageynst theim) I 

Uwa. Ti«y sn am yn doubt whether ye be able : Are they not stronger 
I in your owne parliament house then your silfel whate 
a nomhie of Bisshopes, ahbotes, and priours, are loides 
of your parliament t are not all the lemed men in your 
reahne in fee with theim, to epeake yn your parliament 
house for theim ageinat your crowne, dignite, and comon 
welth of your realme ; a fewe of yours owne lemed 
counBell onely excepted ) whate lawe can be made 
ageinst theim that may be aduaylahlel who is he 
(though he be greued nerer so sore) for the murdre of 
his auncestre, rauisshement of his wyfe, of his doughter, 
robbery, trespas, maibeme, dette, or eny other offence, 
dare ley it to theyre charge by any wey of aecion ) and 
if he do, theu ie he by and by, by theyie wilynesee, 
accused of heresie. ye, they will so handle him or he 
passe, that except he will brae a fagot for theyre 
pleasure, be shal be excommunicate, and then be all his 
accions daeshed. So eaptyue are your lawes vnto theym, 
that no man that they lyat to excommunicat, may be 
admitted to sue any aecion in any of your courtea. If 
eny mam yn your sessions dare be so hardy to endyte a 
prest of eny suche ciyme, he bath, or the yere go out, 
suche a yoke of hereeye leyd in his necke, that it 
maketh him wisshe that he had not done it. Youi 
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grace may Be whate a worke there is in London, howe m joor ann 
the biashoppe n^etli for eailyting of certayn curates of wuin aint« 
extorcion and incontinency, the last yere in the war- IH^^^^ 
moU (jTiest.' Had not Eichard hnnne commenced ac- xiS'Kieiurd 
cyon of premimire ageinst a prest, he had bin yet a- ^'''™""»**- 
Ijue, and none erotik, a tall, hut an honest man. 

IT Dyd not dynera of your nohlo progenitours, — nw not ronr 
Beynge theyre ctowoe and dignite mnne ynto ruyne, ibaiutntaar 
and to be thus craftely translated ynto the hondes of u,™f v>i'^ 
this myscheuons generacyon, — make dyuera statutes foi 
the reformacyon therof, emong whiche the statute of 
mortmayne was one } to the intent that after that tyme 
they shulde haue no more gyuen vnto theim. 

But whate avayled iti haue they not gotten ynto But wi«t »T«iii 
theyie hondes, more londea sins, then eny duke yn ^M^gotmrn 
yngloud hath, the statute notwithstonding t Ye, haue uuka^hu.*^ 
they not for all that translated ynto theyre hondes, 
from youi grace, half your kyngdome thoroughly % The Th. kinEdom i. 

dlTidedt »nd they 

hole name, as reason is, for the auncientie of your kyng- mre me <um- 
dome, whiche was bifbre theyrs, and out of the whiche " 
theyis is growen, onely abiding with your grace 1 and 
of one kyngdome made tweyne : the spirituall kyi^- 
dome (as they call it), for they wyll be named first, 
And your tempoTall kingdome. And whiche of these 
-ij. kingdomes (suppose ye) ia like to oueigrowe the 
other 1 ye, to put the other clere out of memory} 
Truely the kingdome of the bloadsnppera ; for to theym 

' There is a oustome ia tlie Cj^e, ones a jeare to haue ■ 
quest called the tvamnuill qnette, to redress vices ; but alasM^ 
to what purpose oometb it^ as it U Tsed 1 If a pore maa lepe 
a whore be^dea hjs wife, te a pore mans vyfe play tha harlot, 
they are pooidied, as well wortiiie. But let an aldermao, a 
leDtleman, or a riche man. kepe whore or whores, what punish- 
ment is there 7 Alasse, tlus matter is to 'UaA.—The Lamenta- 
eyon of a Ckritten agaimt the Citye of London (by Henry 
Brinklow, A.D. 1642), ed. 1548, sign. b. vii. back. 

Quett or Quttt Men, Persons who are chosen yearly in 
eyery Ward, and meet about Ckriitmai, to enquire into Abuses 
apd Misdemeanours committed therein, especially such as re- 
late to WeigUta and Measures.— in-»«y'f Phillipt, ed. 1T06. 
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> Btionge ageinst theim 
ir elles with other policy, 
)Ught ] whate kingdoi 



puBQAToar (a manon) is ibb honk's bcbew. 

I is giuen daily out of your Hngdome. And that that is 

oaes gyuen theim, comith aeuet from theim ^ein. 

Suche lawes iaue they, that none of theim may nether 

gyue nor Bell nothing. 

>t Whate lawe can he made a 

that they, other with money, c 

will not breake and set at n 

caa endure, that euer gyuiCh thus from him, and le- 

ceyueth nothing ^ein ) 0, hove all tlie substaunce of 

your Eealme forthwith, your awerde, power, crowne, 

dignite, and obedience of yonr people, rynneth hedlong 

ynto the InBaciahill whyrlepole of these gredi goulafres,^ 

to be swalowed and devonred I 

to IT Nether haue they eny other colours to gather 

m these yerely exaccions ynto theyre houdes, but that 

they sey they pi^y for vs to God, to delyuer our soulea 

out of the paynes of purgatori ; without whose prayer, 

they sey, or at lest without the popes pardon, we coude 

nener he deliuered thens ; whiche, if it be true, then is 

it good reason that we gyue theim all these thinges, all 

Dj were it C times as moche. But there be many men of 

I greate litterature and iu^ement that, for the love they 

al) haue vnto the trouth and vnto the comen welth, haue 

not feared to put theim silf ynto the greatest infamie 

that may he, in abiection of all the world, je, yn perill 

of deth, to declare theyre oppinion in this mather, 

whiche is, that there is no purgatory, but that it is a 

thing inuented by the couitousnesse of the spiritoaltie, 

onely to translate all Idngdomes from other princes 

vnto theim, and that there is not one word epoken of 

* hit in al holy scripture. They sey also, that if there 

were a purgatory. And also if that the pope with his 

pardons for money may deliuer one Boule thews; he 

may deliuer him aswel without money : if he may 

' Ft, Qevlfre, Qmtffre : m, A gulfe ; whirlepoole, deepe 
bole, or Tmneaaurabla depjh (of waters) that BwaUoweS vp 
whataoeuer approaohea, or comes into, it. — Cetgrave, 
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deliuer oae, he may deliuer a thonsand : yf he may 
deliuer a thousand, he may deliuer theim all, a*id so 
destroy purgatory. And then is he a cruell tyraunt 
without all charite, if he tepe theim there in piyaon 
and in paine, till men will giue him money. IT Lyke Agun, tiuy w 
wyae saie they of all the hole sort of the spiiitueltie, ••bo gin oimn 
that if they will not pray for no man but for theim 
that gyne theim money, they are tyrauntes, and lakke 
charite, and suffer those eoules to be pnnisshed and 
payned vncheritahly, for laeke of theyie prayers. 
These sort of folkes they call heretikee, these they Th«j. who cumot 
bume, these they lage ageinst, put to open shame, and faenti»,uidu 
make theim here ft^ttos. But whether they be heie- 
tikes or no, weU. 1 wote that this purgatory, and tha 
Popes pardons, is all the cause of tranalaciojt of your 
kingdome so fast into their hondes ; wherfore it ie mani- 
feet it can not be of chiist, for he gaiie more to the cbrM, «■ th* 
temporall kingdome, he hym eilfe paid tribute to Cesar, ^IJifi^d 
he toke nothing from hym, but taught that the highe p^'^'™'*' 
powers ehuid be alweye obeid : ye, ho him ailf (althoi^ 
he were most fre lorde of aU, and innocent,) was obedi- 
ent Tuto the highe powers vnto deth. This is the whioh ii thdr 
great scabbe why they will not let the newe testament wiibbaunngtb* 
go a-biode yn your modei tong, leet men ehulde espie j„ m, moUiM 
that they, by theyre cloked ypochrisi, do translate thus '"'*"' 
fast your kingdome into theyre hondea, that they are 
not obedient vnto your highe power, that they are 
cruell, Tnclene, Tnmerciful, and ypochritea, that thei ftpriiiBy>i»i; 
seke not the honour of Christ, but their owne, that re- hm ctiiin's. 
mission of sinnes are not giuen by the popes pardon, 
but by Christ, for the sure feith and trust that we haue 
in him. Here may youi grace well perceytie that, 
except ye suffer theyre ypocrisie to be disclosed, aU ia 
like to runne ynto theire hondes ; and as long as it is 
couered, so long shall it seme to euery man to be a 
greate ympiete not to gyue theim. For this I am sure 
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your grace thinieth, (aa the truth is,) I am as good a 
man as my father, whyo may I not aewell gyue theim 
AH »™ of mr as moohe as my fether did ) And of this mynd I am 
Knigbu, ud Bare are all the loordea, knightes, squire, gentilmen, and 
ainttaa'autnu yemen in englond ; ye, and vntiU it he disclosed, all 
u rfiSrSim!' y™ people ■will thinke that your statute of mortmayne 
was never made with no good conscience, seing that it 
taketh awey the liherte of your people, in that they 
may not as laufully hy theiie soules out of purgatory 
by gyuing to the spiritualto, as their predecessours did 
in tymes passed. 
Dedirt, uiBn, IT Wherfore, if ye will eachewe the ruyne of your 

crowne and d^nite, let theire ypocrisye he vttered ; 
and that shalbe more epedfull in this mater then all 
the lawes that may be made, be they never so stronge. 
For to make a lave for to punlsshe eny offender, except 
it were more for to giue other men an ensample to be- 
ware to committe euche like offence, whate shuld yt 
DsotoT Alien avayle t Bid not doctour Alyn, most presumptuously, 
uMharCoortM nowe yn your tyme, a^ynst all his allegiaunce, all that 
of yooi dignity I 8^6' ^^ coudo, to pull from you the knowlege of soche 
plees as long vato your hygbe courtes, vnto an. other 
■nd Doctor court, in derogacion of your crowne and dignite t Did 

HuDiui, beann uot also doctoi HoTsey and his comphces most hey- 
"preiiH^iro" uously, as all the world knoweth, murdre in pryson 
■fiiiiH 1 priHt jjyjj, jionggi; niarchaunt lUchard hiinnel For that he 
sued your writ of piemnnire against a prest that wtong- 
fully held him in pie in a spiiituall court, for a mater 
wheiof the knowl^ belonged Tuto your hyghe courtes. 
And whate puuisshement was there done, that eny man 
And on» oflndar may taio example of to beware of lyke offence 1 truely 
tnai'" none, but that the one payd fiue hundieth poundea (as 

it is said) to the bUdinge of your sterre chamber ; and 
when that payment was ones passed, the capteyns of 
his kingdome (bicause he faught so manfully ageynst 
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your crowne and dignito,) haue heped to him benefice ih«CFiiicr,«(iOi 

Tpon benefice, bo that he is rewarded tenne tymea as ncaivid mui; 

jnoche. The other (as it ie eeid) payde sise hundreth bi^"S»4ftw 

potmdee for him and his complices, wMche, forhicause pH"*"""- Tim 

that he had lyke vise faught bo manfully ageynst your 

ciowne and dignito, vas ymmediatly (as he had opteyned 

your most gracyous pardon,) promoted by the capiteynes 

of his kingdome with beaefice vpon benefice, to the 

value of .iiij. tymes as mocbe. vho can take example of 

this punisshement to be ware of suche like offence) 

-who is he of theyre kii^ome that will not rather take Mhoiwinb* 

courage to committe lyke offence, seyi^ the promocions ummjt lu* 

that fill to this men for theyre so offending! So weke Hwukujom 

and blunt is your swerde to strike at one of the of- ^^^^1" 

fenders of this croked and peruers generacyoa 

V And this is by the reason that the chief instru- The nuon d 
ment of your lave, ye, the chief of your counsell, and chuo^rii ■ 
he wMche hath youre swerde in hia bond, to whome J^5!^J^"" 
also all the other instnunentee are obedient, is alweys a ^"Hon. 
spirituell man, wbiche hath euer snche an inordinate 
lone Tnto bis owne kii^ome, that be will maintejn 
that, thongh all the temporall kingdoms and comon- 
weltb of the worlde sbulde therfore vtterly be vndone. 
Here leue we out tbe gretest mater of all, leat that wo, 
declarii^ auche an horrible carayn of euyll ageinst the 
ministres of iniqnite, ehulde eeme to declare the one 
onely &ute, or rather the ignonnnce, of oure best 
beloned ministre of rightonsnesse, whiche is, to he hid 
till he may be lemed by these small enormitees that we 
haue spoken of, to knowe it pleynly him silt But Muit botpiUii 
vhate remedy to relene ts your poore, sike, lame, aad «» the priwia 
sore, bedemen I To make many hospitals for the relief bot p^rt, 
of the poore people 1 Bay truely. The moo the worse ; Si^^Ih^Mr 
for ener the fatte of the bole fonndacion hangeth on the »"»*""■ «""■ 
prestes berdes. Dyneis of your noble predec^esours, 
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kinge§ of thia realme, haue gyuen loadea to monasteries 

to giae a certeiu eomme of monoy ysrely to tlie pooro 

people, whorof, for tlie annciente of the tyme, they 

Thsyamprfd giue neQer one pony: They haue lyke wise giuen to 

MFHi^aii*. them to haue a certeyn maasea said daily for theim, 

wherof they sey neuer one. If the Ahbot of Westminster 

■shulde sing euery day as many maaaes for his foimdeis 

as he IB bounde to do by his foundacion, ,M. monkea 

ToarOriH were to fewe. wheifore, if your grace will bilde a aure 

■ ■nnboapiui, hospitall that neuer shaJl faile to relene tb, all youi 

imuubiwDrk poore hedenien, so take from theim all these thynges. 

"^^ Set these sturdy lobies a brode in the world, to get 

theim. wiues of theire owne, to get theire liuing with 

■their laboure in the swete of theire iaoea, aocotding to the 

OBMiHui,i», commaxmdement of god, Gene, iij. to gyue other idell 

people, by theire example, occasion to go to laboure. 

Whip tbem It Tye these holy idell theues to the cartes, to be whipped 

uiitjhef uiMiuii naked about euery market towue til they will fall to 

^'m deooH, laboure, that they, by theyre importunate beggii^, take 

^ratbom" ^°* awey the almesse that the good elmsten people 

^'™' wolde giue vnto ve sore, impotent, miaerable people, 

your bedemen. Then ahall, aawell the nombre of oure 

foraaid monstnioua sort, aa of the baudes, horea, theuee, 

And idell people, decreace. Then shall these great 

yerely exaccions cease. Then shall not youre aweide, 

power, crowno, dignite, and obedience of your people, 

ronr iieopie will be translated from you. Then shall you haue full odedi- 

i°ne vorii.peopk suce of youT people. Then shall the idell people be set 

ta>"thB g«^ to worke. Then shall matrimony be moche better kept, 

pTMchti, noM Then ehal the generation of your people he encreaaed. 

Then shall your comons encrease in richesse. Then 

shall the goapell be preached. Then shall none b^ge 

oure almesae from vs. Then shal we haue ynough, and 

more then shall suffice va ; whiche shall be the best 

hospitall that euet was founded for vs. Then shall we 
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daily pray to god for your most noble estate long to »rf«iiiriii«ffr 
endure.' imignign. 

Domim ecduumfae regem. 

' Sir Frannoya Bygod, alioot lfi84. In hU ^eatyte oaneern' 
yrigs impropTiatiom of benejicet Uiua supports the last remedjr 
of the Beggeri Siipplicacyon : 

But & aa man might (aauyng their pacyenoe) be so boWe 
■with them / what mater were it (vnder correction I speke) if all 
these improfytable aeotes / and atronge sturdye route oi idle idle phukIhi 
pBunchea wace a lytell poorer / to theode that the trew relygion •liouw bi foanr, 
of chiist laight thereby Bomthynge be Bett« vp and avaunsed / 
and ayffyoient company of the ministera of goddes true words 
prouyded for in all partes, I praye you / what an idle Borte bo 
founde and brought vp in Abbeyee / that neuer wyll labours 
whyles they ben there / nor yet whan they come thence to 
other mens seruyoe / in M> moohe that there goth a somen 
prouerbe : That he which hath ones ben in an abbey, wyll euer oiualnuiAUMr, 
more after be tdouttefull / for the whiche cause they ben called "" '^ ■■ *■*■'*' 
of many men / Abbey loutes or lubbers. And soma saya that " '''"'*™' 

many of our holye fathers spende nat a lytell vpon my cosya 
lane / Elsabeth and Ma^et (ye knowe what I meane) inso- Monki' iroman. 
moohe that / tiat even they which be moat popysahe of all / 
& knowe none other god almost than the gret drafsacke of 
Borne / can nat deny this to be trew, 

Page 6. Prieitt' immorality. The women were oocadonally to blame. In 
a story l«ld by the author of the Minagier de ParU, a young wife married ici 
an old husband from whom she gets no solace, thus answers the question of 
whom she will love; "M^re, j'aimeray le chapellain de oeste ville, oar 
preatres et religieux craingnent honte, et sont plus secrets. Je ne vouldroie 
jamais amer un chevalier, oar il se vanteroit plus toet, et gaberoit da moy, et 
me demanderoit mes gages* i engager." Compare Robert of Brunue's com- 
plaint in his Kandlyng Synne of Uiese women who tcitl have priests. But the 
lechery of the monks, &c., is continually complained of throughout Early 
English Literature; see the senes of extracts on this subject in my Balladi 
from, MantitsriptSi'p. 59 — 86 (Ballad Soo. 1868), and The Jtnage of Ypoereiye, 
ib. p. 194-5, &c. 

Page 6. Chech to the inereate of Population iy the net-marrying of the 
Clergy. This Is complained of in the Eeoord-Offioe MS Dialogue between 
Cardinal Pole and Luptoo, written by Starkey, one of Henry VUI's chaplains, 
which Prof. Brewer has recommended ua ifi print, and which we have had 
copied. Lupton is made to say : "I haue thought long & many a day a grete 
let to the inorese of chrystun pepul, the law of chastyte ordeynyd by the 
church, whych byndyth so gret a multytude of men to lyue theraftur, as, al 
secular prestya, monkys, frenya, chajinonys, &. nunnys, of the wyoh, as you 
know, ther ya no smal nombur ; by the reaon whorof tia geoOT^tyon of man 
ys maruelously let k mynyachyd. Wherfor, except the ordynawce of the 
church were, (to the wych I wold neuer gladly rebel,) I wold playnly luge that 
hyt schold be veray co«uenyent aomethyng to releae the band of thys law ; 
specyally oonsyderyng the dyfljoulty of that greto virtue, in a manar aboua 
* Feut-eire fWidroit-il bagua, eSets, jofatii.— I. Pichon. 
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nature. . . " Pole answers "... in this mat«r I tiiynke hjt were necessftry 
to tempur tbys law, arid, at tha leat, to gyue and admjt al secnlar preelys to 
mary at Ihejr Ijbertj, oosajdjTjng now the grete mullytude and nowmbur of 
them, but as touohyng monkys, chanonya, frerys, and uunnys, I bold for a 
thyng veray oonucnyent and meta, in al wel-ordeynyd commyn welys, to haae 
cerlajD moiiBBterys and abbeys, to (he wycb a) such 09, af tur lauful ptoue of 
chaa^rte before had, may retyre, and from the besynea and yanyie of the world 
may wytbdray themselfe, bolly gyuyng theyr mymtyB to prayer, study, and 
hye contemplatyon. thja occaayon I wold not haue to be taken away from 
ohryatyan pollyoy, wycb yB a greto contfort to many febul and wery Boulys, 
wych bane byn oppreasyd wyth wordly yanyte. but as touchyng tie secular 
prestys, I vtturty agra wyth you, and so that obalacul to take away, wych 
letlyth by many ways the increso of our pepul, as many other tliyngys dow 
more also; among the wyoh a nother chefe, altui mymynd, ys thya: — that 
grete multytude of B^ruyng men, wycb in atrajoe qiend theyr lyfe, neuw 
lyndyng mean to marry conuenyently, but lyue alway aa oommyn corruptarya 
ot cbastyte." 

Page 7. The good luck of a wenoh who is taken as a prieat'a cbnenbine 13 
noticed in the Poetn an the Moil Timet of Mdnard II. (Camden Soc. Political 
SiHlgM,\6Z% ; Percy Soo.l8{9), "And wel is hire that first may Bwicb a pacsouQ 
kaoohe in londe," t(. p. 62. 

Pages 9 and 12. Mchard Hvnne'i cote. " Id the year I6H, a citizen of 
I^ndon, named lUchard Hunne, a merchant tailor, fell into a dilute with the 
parson of a country parish in Middlesex, about a gift of a tiearing-sheet^ 
which the clergyman demanded aa a mortuary, in consequence of an infant 
child of Hunne's having died in his pari^, where it had iieen sent to be 
nursed. Hunne made some objection to the legality of the demand ; but it is 
probable Uiat he was secretly inclined to the new doctrines, and (hat this was 
die true cause of his refusal. Being sued in the spiritual court by the parson, 
he took out a writ of premunire against his pursuer for bringing the king's 
subjects before a foreign jurisdiction, the spiritual court sitting under the 
authority of the pope's legate. This daring procedure of the london ciUzen 
threw the clergy into a fury, and, as the most effectual way of crushing him, 
recourse was had to the terrible charge of here^, upon which Hunne was ap- 
prehended and consigned to close imprisonment in the Lollard's Tower at St 
Paul's. After a short time, being brought before Fit^nmes, bishop of London, 
he was there interrogated respecting certain articles alleged against him, 
which imputed to him, in substance, that he had denied the obligation of pay- 
ing tithes, — that he had read and spoken generaily against bishops and 
priests, and in favour of heretics, — and lastly, that he had 'in his keeping 
divers English books prohibited and damned by the law, as the Apocalypse in 
English, epistles and gospels in English, Wycliffe's damnable works, and other 
books containing infinite errors, in the which he hath been long time ac- 
customed to read, toach, and study daily.'* It appears that Hunne was 
frightened into a qualified admission of the truth of these charges ; he con- 
fessed that although he had not said exactly what was asserted, yet he had 
' unadvisedly spoken words somewhat sounding to the same ; for the which,' 
he added, ' I am sorry, and ask God mercy, and submit me unto my Lord's 
charitable and favourable correction.' He ought upon this, according to the 
usual course, to have been eiijoined penance and set at liberty ; but, as he still 
per^sled in his suit against the parson, be was the same day sent back to his 
prison, where, two days after, namely, on the 4th of December, he was found 

• Va^t, p. 757. 
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BO^ieiided from a book in the oeiliug, ftDd dead. The perBOnB In cliarge of 
the prison gave oat ibat he had hanged himself ; but a coroner's inqaegt ciuna 
to a different conclusion. Aocording to the account in Bumat, the jury ' did 
acquit Hie dead body, and laid the murder on the officers that had the charge 
of that prison ;' and, by other proofs, thfiy found the bishop's Sumner* and 
the heUriogH' guilty of it. It may be Buppeoted that the excited feeling? and 
strong prejudioes of the coroner's jury had perhaps aa much share as liio 
weight of circumstantial evidence in winning them to the belief of this not 
very probable story ; hut^ he that as it may, the violence and indecency 
shown on the other side were fully equal to any they can be thought to have 
displayed. While the inquest was frtill going on, the Bishop of London ftnd 
his clergy began a new process of heresy againtt JIanm'i dead body. The 
Dew charges alleged against Hunne were comprised in thirteen articles, 
the matter of which was coUeoled from the prologue or preface by Wyoliffe (o 
the English Bible tiuit had been found in hie poessBsion. He, or rather hia 
dead body, was otmdemued of hereiry by sentence of the Bishop of London, 
Assisted by the Bishops of Durham and Lincoln, and by many doctors oE 
■divinity and the oanwi law ; and the senseless carcase was actually, on the 
20th of December, committed to the flames in Bmithfieid. This piece of 
barbarity, however, shocked instead of overawing the public sentiment. The 
affair now came before the parliament, and a bill, which had originated in 
the Commons, was passed, restoring to Hunne's ciiildren the goods of their 
father, which had been forfeited by iiia conviction. ITiis, however, did not 
put an end to the contest. When the Bishop of XjOndou's chancellor and 
Bumoer had been charged on the finding of (ie coroner's jury ss bolh 
principals in the murder, Uie convocation, in the hope probably of drawing off 
attention to another part of the case, called before them Dr Standish, who had 
asaerled the claims of the civil power in e. debate before the king, and pal 
him upon his defence for what he had said on that occasion ; and an appeal 
was made to the conscience of Henry, that he wouid not interpose to shield 
the delinquent from justice, as he regarded hia coronation oath, and would 
himself escape the censures of holy church. Henry's headstrong and despotic 
character' had scarcely yet begun to develop itself ; his pride as a true son of 
the church had received no check from coming Into collision with any of his 
other selfish and overmastering passions : when the convocation, therefore, 
assailed him in this manner on the one hand, and the parliament on the other 
likewise addressed him 'to maintain the temporal jurisdiction, according to 
bis coronation oath, and to protect Standish from the malice of hia enemies,' 
he was thrown into great perplexity. So, to free his conscience, he commanded 
all the judges, and the members both of his temporal and hia apiritua! councils, 
together with certain persons from both houses of parliament, to meet at 
Blackfriars, and to hear the matter argued. This was done accordingly ; and 
the dlecnssion was terminated by the unanimous declaration of the judges, that 
all those of the convocation who had awarded the citation against Standish had 
made themselves liable to a premunire. Soon after, the whole body of the 
lords spiritual and temporal, with all the judges and the king's council, and 
many members also of the House of Commons, having been called before the 
king at Baynard's Castle, Cardinal Wolsey, in the name of the clergy, humbly 
begged that the matter should be referred to (he final decision of the pope at 
Bome. To this request, however, Henry made answer, with much spirit, ' By 
the permisdon and ordinance of Qod, we are king of England ; and the kings 

mmoioneT, the otBoer employed to dte parties belbra the eodg^utlfial oonrta. 
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ol England in tunea past had never any auperior, but God only. Therefore, 
know you well tliat wa will maintain the right of our crown, and of our 
temporal juiisdlction, as well in this as in all other points, in as ample a 
manner aa any of our progenitors have done before our time.' The renewed 
Bolioilations of the Ai^^bishop of Oanlerbury, that the matter might at least 
be respited tiU a communioation oould be had with the ooort of Bome, hod 
no effeot in moving the king from his resolution ; and Dr Horsey, the Bishop 
of London's chanoellor, against whom warrants were out^ on the finding of 
the inquest^ for hie trial as one of die mniderers of Hntine, seemed to be left 
to his fate. At Uiis point, however, the clergy, or perhaps both parties, eaw 
fit io make advanocs towards an aocommodation ; it was agreed that Horsey 
should eurrendar to take his trial ; that he should not stand upon his benefit 
of clergy, but plead not gnitty : and that, satis&ed with this concession, the 
attorney-general should adniit the plea, and the priBoner be discharged. This 
form was gone through, and Horsey immediately left London, where, it is 
said, he never again showed his faoe. Dr Sfandidi, however, was also, by the 
king's command, dismissed from his place in the court of convocation, so that 
the issne of the business by no means went altogether against the clergy. Bnt^ 
besides the augmented popular odium to which they were exposed, fivm the 
etroDg suqiioion that was entertained that Humie had been mnrdered, a heavy 
blow had been undoubtedly dealt at their favourite preteiudou of exemption 
from the jnrisdiction of the civil courts in oriminal oases." — Mat^arlaMa't 
Cab. BM. afMtgland, vol. vi., p. 113—116. 

Page 12. Dnetor Alyn. By the sayd power Legantine, he [Wolsey] kept 
also generall visitations through the Bealme, sending Doct. lohn Alein, his 
CSiapleJn, riding in his gowne of Yeluet^ k with a great traine, to visite all 
religious houses. — Ebxe, 1676, 3rd edit, p. 960. 

Page 2. The tenth part of every lervavntel nagei. " Then the proving at 
testaments, the prizing of goods, the bishop of Canterbury's prerogative ; is 
that not much through the realm in a year? There it wi tervant frut that he 
MhaU pay 407rufieluit of hit naget." — Tyndale's Oiedianoe of a Chri»tvi/» Man, 
farker Soo.'s edit, of Tyndale's "Works," vol, i. p. 237. 
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to out luiite Sounaijne IrOts 

te Sgnge Smtj tlie tEsglit /, Spge ot £n> 

jlanJ, of JFraunce, ai* of Intatflie /, S moiite 

masl MtSaioa of CJtliites ffioapeH /: Zwpa-. 

me Kmte tmlin ffiotr tm tn CEitfje /, 

not & fmnutsatls of lite dOjm: 

cljee of Znslaniie atil 

Kttlanlif, V 

(«S- .0) 



lotbi of l|ie jgmiittste to unbt £bit]{t laloinn ndo ^is ^btslii ,'.'.* .*. 
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A Supplication tO' 6ta niosttf 

Soueraigne Lorde Kynge Henry the Ey gtt, 

Kynge of England /» of Fraunce /, 

and of Ir^jcnde, &c. 



'M Oet dieade SoaendgDe £orde & most Chiieten 
FiTiioe, / irlien 1 remembt^ the lamentabte & wonder- win i mtMnv- 
full great blyndnea wherin tiie most parte of all Eng- bm m which 
lande, not ooely of *Ae layete, called flie temporaltie /; Sw^BoJUfoi 
but also of the elei^ / liaue pyfaouaely erred and SlU^'^^Irt 
Irandered Maay hnwleietii yerae /, a«oeptinge f, M^ ""^ 
pntynge /, & most vitgodly, / enouybu^y /, And 
fclyKdfily /, eetnayage the bjFwhop' of Borne to be 
Aapteame heatl onw & aboue all Christum congr^tionS'; 
and in dyaerse oth^ poyntee enche ae be' tondiyhge the 
itocaasaiye artidee ot ooi fiuthe; I coulde itot bat leuint 
meruell hov, and by what meanee, Baohe pestilent •rmmunbata 
AnoiiTB and* liorribI«^ dnrke Uyndenes obolde, <tr myght^ «giiiiB».' 
Mitre /, invade, & oQeififtwe this yom vealme f, & to 
dontynewe so longe in the same /, not espied /^ per- 
oeyued /, nor repealed. Connderi^e, that by aU tiiat c 
tiyme and space, this youi Teolme (as tbe moat' paite of „ 
men dyd tlien indge and eeteome) was well endowed /, " 
f^enyshed /, and' fiUnyslied' wit& many pti^randb 
temed derkea /, wherof Boni& w«»' byashops, andie-- d 
deaeone /, deuiea^ /, [webendaries /, paisiMs /,. dotv 
toum /, baohe&hn^ hi deninito f, is otiher pnrfbnndft . 
■* A ^'l&a MDilmenM' BiiflnMeHUr bi »B driemaL- 



,, Google 



S3 XRROBS SFRIHO FROM 

lemed derkes in l>othe the YniuerBytees, which were / 
graue /, sage /, & auncyent fiithere. Contemplatinge 
and reaolainge these thingB in my mTnde — ^not a lytle 
ttrMtaflndant moued /, tronliled /, and vexed with the same / — I 
bundnM, apjJyed me with all my powie & dyligence, exqnysytely 

to Berche & to knowe the origioall grounde & cause 
Mid hippcninf Is thera£ And, in conclnsyon, amongest other things it 
oofta at luiik, channced me to leade in the .t. chapiter of Ezay a pn>- 
position that mnche lamenteth the captynite and bond- 
age which coinmeth & groweth to all people for lacks 
of knowlei^ in Godde Woide /; sayeng /, "Therfore 
commeth my flooke also into captynite /, because they 
haoe not vnderstandinge /; their gloiy is famyahed 
witA hni^er /, & their pryde marred witA thyrste. 
Therfore gapeth hell and openeth her monthe meruel- 
I bund that 1*1 ouaely wyde." By this text, gtacionae Lorde, it ap- 
Uieo™otj7" pearelh that all myserable Wyndenes, captynite, & 
"" """^ bondage Tnder synne /, commeth for lacke of knowleage 

Mar. ary.' - in Gods Woido, I had forgotten, at that tyme /, that 
o!iSM«^ Christ reproued the Pharasees /, sayeng /, " Ton erre 
knoi^gtt*^ ^°^ knowinge the Scriptures ; " which reproue and re- 
SftSl^e ^^^ shnlde hane ben a sufiycient admonycion and. 
^*i^id^t. doctiyne to me, and to all other ; wherby we myght 
hane knowen that all erronre commeth fbr lacke of 
BuiiwvflMid Tnderetandiogo & knowleage in the Scriptures. But 
(torn nut taowtiig by what reason, then, conlde there be snche erronre and 
ibtacriptorH? jjyjijQnga j^j. j^^^ ^ knowleage in Gods "Wordo in 
Thm m this your realme, most graoyouao I/irde /, seing theia 

n^ "tt^xA were suche profonnde clerkes, & anncyent fetheia /, 
rnu^™h? bysshops, and studentes in the same /, which dyd 
^i«diui. te^jjg ^ preache vnto the peoiJe contynnallyl Tha 
Bnt FKd Hy* Apostle Paul, in the .-rf. chapiter to Timothe, deaciybeth 
ktodi'rftol^. two kyndes of doctryneB j / the one he calleth a godly 
^doow« doctiyne & a doctiyne of helth /j the other he caUeth. 
Si^nEptott. ■ pran'iB doctrine, foil of mprofitable questions /^ 
'^ stryuyi^ more for wordes than for godly knowleage /; 
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" wherof spryngetli envy /, stryfFe /, raylinga /, euyll 
surmysynga /, & vayne dysputacioiie of men witli cor- 
rupte myndes, destytute of the trueth /; which thinlco 
that lucre is godlynes." This iynde of lemyi^e and 
subtle dyaputacyona vnto this daye we call scole -^nm u* laiter 
mattera /; from the which Paul commaundeth all Chris- JJ^^^^"""^ 
tyana to separate them selues. Soche clerkee, eayeth y, 21. Uj. 
Paul /, be " euer lemynge /, but nener atteyme to the 
knowleE^e of the trueth." "With suche wayne, vagodly. Then u i™ 
and vnprofitable leminge /, this your realme, most re- nnKodiy iMmin*, 
doubted Soueraigne, was ouer moche replenyshed the pioiching 
through the preachinge and teachinge of suche scole tbtsdiDoi™, 
men & aubtyll disputers /; otherwise called deceyuera. 
Which was one of the causes of our myserable blynd- 
nes /, and of dyuerse erroure and abases spronge yp 
and crept into this your Graces realme. For certeynely, tot»hidi tii« 
if the clerkea, of this your Graces realme /, had bene Hum, 
endowed with true knowleage of Gods Worde /, and becasMUiBjao 
had also syncerely preached the same /, althoughe ptmcIi ood'* 
auche errours and blyndnea had entered into this 
realme /; yet they ehulde nener haue so longe con- 
tynewed in the same /, but we shulde haue bene 
delyuered through the Worde clerely &om them. Aa 
Chriete saieth; "If you continewu in my wordea/, lo.tiy. 
then are yon my very disciplea /, & aball kuowe ths 
trueth /, & the tmeth ahall delyuer yow /, and make 
you free." Therfore, moat dread Soueraigne Lorde /, 
seitige that all erroure /, spyrytuall blyndnea /, myser- ai lU nTDim 
able captyuite /, and seruyle bondage vnto synne, com- lukofknow- 
meth for lacke of knowleaf^ and syncere vnderetaRdinge scripRins. 
in the Holy Scriptures /; and, of the contrarye parte,/ 
throngh the knowleage & syncere Tnderstandinge of »oauiT(nigt 
the Holy Scripture, we knowe God our Father and his owm ws kmnr 
Sonne, Ihesus Christ, our Lorde /, which is elemall j^^ „ 
liffe /; we be also become free from all eondempnation le. xvij, 
of synne. And through the syncere and true know- 
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ud iwcama Hii leage of the Worde we be newly regenerate, & become 
t/M childeTne of God /, tbe habitacle and dwelliuge 
place of the Holy Ghoste /, wbicb moaetk & steareth 
TS eaer to mortefye the fleahe /, & all her syn&H lusts 
and concnpiscence, / [and] to abhor and leeyBt vice. 

nMUngn » What is then so necessary, good, and profitable for the 

God'! Word. Christian people, bothe spirituaU and cyuile wealthe /, 
as the Woide wherby we receyue faithe /, & by faithe, 
the Holy Ghoatet What troubleth aU commen 

TrtMOB, muritar, wealthes /, but treason /, murder, thefte /, couetoua- 

Ihetl, Bdiillerj, ' ' ' 

•ud iiKi, trouble nes, / adulterye /, extorcion /, whordome, / dionckenes /,. 

periurye /, & suche other synnet / as saythe the 
Fnmer, xiiij. Holy Ghost« : " lustice and i^htnouanes maketh 

the people wealthy /; but synne maketh tlifs people 
•ndtiuHtha moat myserable." And all these the faithfull, throi^h 
■vuiduiAiboiiB]!, (Ae true and syncere Tnderatandinge of Gods "Worde /, 

doo euer studye and labour to ouercome /, and vtterly 
Oal.v. to abholyahe by feythe. As Paul sayeth : "They 

ena«itrariiigio which be Chriatee /, doo crocyfye the fleahe, with her 
■odbybith Ittstes and concupiscence." All good woikea and coun- 
wmL. ceylea [be] encreaeed and atablyshed through faythe. 

There is no study /, strifie /, nor lahouro agaynst synne, 

but through faithe. All conscjeneee that be qnyet 
Btm. <B. irom ajnnes /, onely through faythe be made quyet 

As Paul sayeth /: "Beeaiiae we are iuatyfyed by 

faithe /, we are at peace with God, through our Lordo" 
God'iwordii Hiesua Christ." What counforte hathe any Christian 
lbs chriiii«n, man in adueraytyee /, temptacions /, desperation /, but 
whoiia.no onely by fayth in Gods Worde) The Cbristyan man 

liDi uifi"" " ^ hathe noo refuge nor heipe to rcisyst synne /, but onely 
Mat. iiy. by Gods Worde /, as our Sauiour Christ dyd /; wherin 

he must fyxe a sure and constant faythe. Faythe 
Boma. xiiij. causeth vs and all ovirs / to be acceptable in tha ayght 

of God, For a conclusion /: "What soetter is not of 

fayth that same is synne." And witAowte a constaute 
Seh. ai. and sure fayth /, it is impossyble to please God. All 
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men Inaje veil peicqme / that, by the iRVee, and by 

the mste executdon of them /, although eyime may be UnannotiM 

foT a tyme cohybytad and restrayned /, yet it can nob umm^ lutiu 

be Buppressed and abholyahed /, but onely thiongh 

fiiyih. For fheie waa neii«r more godly kwea made T»im»««w"» 

Sot the pnnyahmente of eynne /, nor neoei moie hute Uwi nud^ 

and godly executyon of lawes admynistred f; and yet «««utiB«- 

there was nenra more aynne roygnynge. For cynyle uajMom ' 

lawea made by man / can not be of greater effycacye or ,1,, 

strength /, nor woike greater peifectyon, Tartoe, and 

good wyll in man /, them the lave of God : but the Qsd'i in doa 

lave of God not onely worketh no ohedyence or ver- gi»di«ii«, 

tae /; bat rather, thiongh occaayon taken of the in^ n»a"piddir 

firmyte of the Qeaba /, ateareth Tp aynne, / as sayethe Swwi^stat* "^ 

Paul : " I kuowe not what lueto dyd meane /, except Rt>. vy. 

the lawe had sayed, thow ahalto not luBtiO. But 8ynn» 

toke an occaayon by the meanas of the commande- 

mente/, and wrought in me all maner of concupiscence:/ 

for veiely, witioute the lawe, / aynne was dead." "I 

ones," saytb Paul /, " lyued witAout lawe j but whea 

the commandement cAme /, aymae reuyued, / and I waa* 

dead /: and ^^e very aame commaundement, which wm 

ordeyned vnto lyffe /, was fonnde to be mto mfr an Jt»^ «{/, 

occasyon of deathe." But nowe, graciduse Lords /, for 

asmoche as it appeaieth / that the lawe of God waa not' The liw 0/ 

geuen to take awaye synne /, but rather to declare and dm to uki mr, 

to punyaho aynne ; modie lease any lawe made by man / 

can auoyde and put away aynne. Bat faythe la the 

true imtmment appoynted by God /, wherby synne is 

onercome & exiled. As the Scripture sayeth /, that Aet. wv: 

" God through faithe / dothe puryfye & make cleane 

all hartes." AJao Chriat aayothe/: "Nowa are yow lo.iev, 

deane /, by the meanes of the wordes / whiche I haue 

^oken -vnto yon." This faythe ahall cause /, notyshe, lutti vui pm- 

and breade / true obeydyence /, and all other Tertnes, tns abtHtn-* la 

in your Graces subiecteS' hartes /; wherby they shall be ,nd mu. 
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enforced to laboure, not onely to obsenie & kepe Codes 

l&wes /, but also all your Graces ordynances, coni- 

maundementes, and lawes /, withoat grudge or mur^ 

Mom. sc, muiacyon. This &ythe, as the Apostle eayeth, " com- 

!• rutb methe by heorii^ " of Gode Worde preached /; wherof 

ps, paisonB /, vicars /, & suche other, called to 

haue spiiituall cure /, be, or shulde be, dylygent myn- 

bHtna IE ii Uiair ieters /; to whose Tocatyon iustely parteyneth to declare 

to ifaa pujiia and publyehe Gods Words, syncerely & truely, / to all 

truly. the people cotnmytted to their spiiituall charge. Most 

myghty Piynce, whetfor, if the pastours appoyuted to 

preache & teache Gods Worde /, Ti'tAin this your Graces 

iftiHTteDot. lealme, / doo not dyligently instructe & teache the 

■nd iba people people commytted to their spirituall charge vith the 

uid peruh. sayd Worde, / aocordinge aa they be commaunded in 

Aet.Kx. tte Scriptures, Act. xi., L Pet v., and Malache. ii.^; 

^^j 'y' all kynde of synne shall increase and ahounde, / & the 

people vtterly be devyded. As sayethe the Holy 

Pnmt. awia. Ghoste : " When the worde of God is not preached, (Ae 

8».wiy. people perysheth." Also the Wyae Man sayethe: "All 

men be vayne iu whom there is not the tnowleage of 

TiiBwuitor God." Wherfore, without any doubt, the wawte and 

aiiMd tSomc- lacie of preaching of Godes Worde syncerely and truely 

mo^ m u» hathe bene the very originall grounde and cause of all 

"*'"' the insurrection, / commotion /, [and] dyscention /, 

which hathe rysen, or begone, within this your Graces 

realme, or any parte therof For through the want of 

preachyng of Godes Worde synce[re]Iy, haue entered 

broogMin popidi in all popyshe blyndenes /, vayne & dead ceremonyes /; 

iiin wramoDiBe, mennes tradycyons be crept into the conacyences of t/iQ 

™° ' "^ symple innocentes, in the stride of the la we of God, 

idoiitry. Yea, ydolfttrye, and all hypocrysye, witA detestable, 

uid lU br iKd: Buperstycyon, for lacke of ^^e lyght of Godes Wotde /, 

oi the Bible. is bccome Gods seruyce. And yet, notwitAacandii^e 

this wante & lack of tnowle^^ in Godes Worde & the-, 

' Orig. jtx. 
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enyll wMch oommethe manyfeetly therof /, (the more it 
is to be lamented A there be manT popishe monckes. Mm dwiiIh an 
which late were abbotteB, (to whom not ouely vnwor- ninor»iUi^ 
thely /, but also vniuately /, wore geven greate pen- 
syons) and many of their covent monckea, hauinge )is?iiigii>it)iff 
nother iemynge nor other godly qualytyes, (spte, meats, godij quuiini 
or conTeuyent to be in spirituall pastonrs) be nowe ad- 
jnytted to hane cnie of eoules. And some enche which hh or ibm 
ded nener knowe what is a soule /, nor yet be able to ■ Kmi i>, 
hane cnie ouer one sonle, / be nowe admytted to base nn ■•« mia 
charge ouei an hnndreth and many moo /, to the in- huIl ™" 
crease of all yi^orancye, and all popishe blyndnes /; ignotunudibi, 
the hygbe waye & meanee to let in all kynde of synne, / dunnuion of at 
to the vtter dampnacion of all the eonles commytted to u^^T^i!^ 
their spirituall charge. Alas I doo nother th6 patronee Punm ud in- 
of Buche benefyces /, nor yet the incumbentes, powder, nmrdood-* 
or regarde, Gods threatenynga by his prophete Ezechiell, i&^i. 
Bayeng: / "As tniely as I lyue, sayeth the Lorde, for ««■»>•(;.' 
asmuche aa my ahepe are robbed, and denowred of the 
wilde beastes of the felde, hanynge noo shepeherde, / 
and Being that my Bhepherdee take noo regarde of my b; Eukin, 
ahepe /, but feado them seluoB onely, / and not mj n>bHi>>h*via 
shape : Therfore, here the worde of the Lorde, ye 
shepherdea : / thus sayeth the Lorde God, Beholde, I 
my aelfe will [be] vpon the ehepherdes /, and requyre H»wui«iiiiiri 
my Bhepe &om their bandes /, and make them cease &om hudj. 
feadinge of my shepe ; yea, the shepherdes shall feade 
ihem seines nomore : / for I will delyuer my shepe 
owte of theii mowthes /, so that they shall not deuoore 
them after this." If this threatenynge be not soffy- irtiuydsnat 
cient tramynge & monycion to suche blynde shep- thmuning, 
heides /, yet, at the IcBt, let them feare Goddes cnrse ^X^^"" 
pronownced in the same chapiter agaynat anche negly- SI^^^^^'J^^ 
gent and ingnorawt shepherdes ; / sayenge : " Woo be ^^^, 
to the shepherdes of Israeli that feade them seines ! / ^^^«[ 
' Orlg. xiiy. 
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shuldft not the Bhepheidee feade the flocke /I yow baud 
eaten vp the &tt, / y ow haue elothed yow with the- 
irolla /, the best fedd hane yone slajBe /: bat the flocks 
hane jrov not noiyBhed /." Heaaen and eithe shall 
mnohe rather pedshe /, than these woidee, irherwith 
God threatened aache pastotUB, ahalbe found vntrae /; 
that is /, " I will lequyre my flocke of the handes of 
the diepheide." Suerly, most myghty Fiynce, it is to 
One duphtrt busyo sji offico /, to inuche and laboroose, for one 
gruiwfloski, spiiitnall ehepherde, (althoughe he wete very expert 
and oonnynge) to guyde, oidre /, and kepe /, two or 
■iiccUdif wh« thre flockes of shepe /, specially beyng so fane dystant 
diuuc one &om an other /, that the eayd ehepheide can not 

be dayly present with them. /, to se the gOTemannce of 
tiiem /, whose nature is dayly to falle into dyneree 
Tbfdn^ors offonces and spiiituall dyseases. For the office of a 
to mk the lot, good shepherd is, not ondy to feade his shepe in good 
nived.ioii«a pasture/, but also to seke the lost shepe /, to call 
"^ agayne the strayed shepe in-to the ryght waye /, to 
salue and to make hole tha broken which is broken by 
adueisyte /, the we^e and eycke shepe in the faythe /, 
with the counfortable ptomysee of God /, declared in 
the Gospell /, to make stronge & constant ; and, in 
ud ta idnntiin Conclnsyon, to aduenture his Me (if node leqnyie) for 
dahneaarih* t^B defence of his shepe/. Sver ciicumspecte, lyeng 
^'*' m wayte / to resyst the roringe lyon /, whiche neuer 

t iV. e. slepeth /, " goinge abowte and seakynge whome he 

maye devoure." Suche, I saye, shulde be their dili- 
gence and dayly cure over their flocke shewed /, that, 
not onely their shepe /, but also all other /, seing and 
Hie aiuBpia, porcoyvinge' their gieate paynes and labours sustayned 
iib«in^ and taken for the helpe and counforte of their shepe /,. 

the gentle entertayninge vith all pacyence /, humylyte, 
hia munmiy, & meakenes / ; the fatheriy kve /, cure /, and afleccion, 
eiunid be eeen ' which the said byshops and other pastonrs ebulde 
' Orig. going and preoejvinge. 
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daylye ahewe /, exeeKjee, & pradyBe bnrardee Ouistee 

flocke, comngrtted to thek ep'irituall cbaige -; «hall i«dge 

thom, Dot onely good dtepheideB, ifffaick enter in hf 

the dore, / but also eliall teceyne & iAs tiiem to be 

most gentle /, pronydent, kynde, / & lorisge spiritoall 

fathers. Bat, most prndewt Gonemoure, how ehaB Tim»itT«id«iii 

this fetherly cure /, love /, zeole /, & affiectioii /, foe oitm Ome 

shewed by the pastonie to Jm spiiitaaU shope, which ""*" 

daylye cffwche& and vsyteth in your Graces hoose- 

holde and coarte /, and in otfier noble & worshipfoH 

mennes howses /, attendii^e to please men vhych is 

called onely to serue Godt And, not wi'tAetandinge 

his callinge to be n shepherde to feade Christes flocke, / i» doa ■<« Ti>it 

yet he will scase ae and -vieyte them ones in the yere. omtjmr. 

And when he visyteth hia ahepe /,-what ghostely conn- ^"tl^)!^ 

c«U he gereth them /, God knoiweth. But, for the S^,^J|^ 

more parte /, he loketh moie to his owne profett than 

to their wealths. Alas I the ambicyonse appetyto & 

bumynge covetuouse desyre of the yerely commody- 

tiee /, profettee, and adyaunteges of the benefycee /, 

hathe vttorly extyi^yshed and sapped vp the spiritnall 

lore /, zeale, and affeccion which onght to be in the 

apiritnall shepherdes. &o tbat nowe it ia atrannge and it n wondirhit 

wonderfnll to se, or knowe, one inst«ly to ezecnte hia jhm w^'doi?^ 

ofiyce. Is this the honovre of any kynge, or of any '''•*"^- 

other goaemowre /, that, vnder &-6 cloke and eolonre 

of hys aeruyce /, a byahope or pryate, called to feade 

the floclce of Qmato /, shall leaue the aame Tntonght /, ahmta > uiw n 

and eo tranagreese the commanndement of CSniste for pcvmnormnip 

the pleasnre of ment Hane not kynges and other Kuwaudrnm 

rulers sufBcyent to Midowe lieir chapeUynea /, wt'tAoat ^bo ii«T?«Jwr 

retayninge auche wluch haue reeeyued lyninge and ''''°*^ 

etypende to be in their chnrchea feadinge Ghriste« 

flock) Thia is tomoche dishonours to the higher whidms 

powera /, t^ynete Goddes commaundement & word, to toOe conmuds 

letayne an other muis eeruannt. But ceitenly «ltfa(iughe *'** 
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yooi Highnes, or othet mlera, volde nother call nor re- 

tayne Gtii^ ambycionae blynde gajdes and conetonse 

pastonn /, ;et they tbeii aelfe will, by theic ftyndea, 

mate impoctonate sate, and laboure to be in Beinice 

with yome Magestye, and with other mlere. The 

cause is thys / (one inconuenyence graunted /, many 

Anno .»Ki. folove) ; there is a lawe made in this your noble 

Senriei .rtjf, realme /, that all spiritijall paisons of youre counseU 

chuiJBiiH to till maye' bane thre benefycea with cnre. And all the 

Hid sUiH* nwr chaplaynes of the Kynge, / Quene /, prynce /, pryncee^ 

bold iwo UtUi«^ ^j gf ^j^y q£ j^g KyngB childien /, brethren, / Bisters /, 

vncles and auntea /, maye haue lycence to bane two 

•Bd mm iinbk benefycea with cnre. Euery duke /, maiques /, erle /, 

iiKormt, «ish- vycoimte /, archebysehope /, byaabope /, with dyners 

ua Mhtri, '^" other eatatee, aawell men as women, m^e haue two 

S^^ISl"" chaplajnea which maye haue two benefycea wttA cnre /. 

And also dyuerse other degree of scole maya haue euery 

one two beuefyces wttA cure /; so that oner one of his 

cures, althou^e he take the ptofyttes, yet from that he 

muste neades be no[a] resydent ; and, peradnenture, to 

bothe he wilbe no feader nor teacher. And also, in the 

same estatnte, all attendaunce in the conrto and all 

other attendaunces vpon auche noble and worehipfall 

chapiiiiiu Diiu men which he lycenced to bane chaplaynea, maye be 

i^"™'^''"'' ^°^ reeydent ; / yea, pylgiymes, in (Ae tyme of goynge 

pupinu, g^ ixmaija^ from their pylgrymage, be by that 

eatatute dyspenced to be non leaydent Lorde, 

where was (Ae light of thy worde /, which ahulde haue 

bene written in the hartea of the makera of (Aot est^- 

iruitrahidbHu tute ) If there had ben godly ahepheidea, which hod 

w« Deter Sio'aid dyligently executyd their office and callynge /, we had 

ttaiTiuMt^ ^ neuer wandered so blyndely to agree or consent to the 

makynge of any auche eetatute. Doo we, which thinke 

vs Christen men, eateame spirituall henefycea to be 

noUiinge els but lyvinges to be geuen at owre pleasure 

a™ bHieHM to piystea for neruyce done 1 Is not tiie benefyce geueu 
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in reepecte of a epiiituall oflyoe to be exeoutyd & done 1 imhes to be giva 

Doth not God conimatmde Btraj1«ly ahepheides to ooIaiJi^di 

feade their flocte dyligently ) Can man, or any lawe hai their flocice, 

made by man, dyspence irith Gods conunanndement ! cuiu^ieiMiln 

O Lorde, in thy handea he the hMtes of all kyngea "*''''*'^'- 

and other rulers /; enlyghten theyr hartee, Loide, with 

the light of thy worde, that they maye knowe and see 

this peatylent yll hlyndenea /, which so longe hathe 

caused thy shepe to wander in darckenee. And, when 

they perceyue it, they maye haue grace and tyme to 

refoime the Bame, to thy glory and the helpe of this 

refdme. And I shall eaer deayei of God, and wlshe in i deein that 

my haite, to aU suche as be called to be attendaunte onij racj, uanj 

nere youre Mageetie, and all other gouemowiea /, that (pirituni obiih 

for any camall loue /, fauoure /, or affectyon whiche J^^" ttma 

they beare to any man for kyndred /, bendshipe /, 

Inker /, or otherwise /, they doo not make any suche 

TDgodly suyteB, petycious, oi reqnestes to your Highnes, 

or to any other gouemowre, for any parson to be ad- 

mytted to any offyco, other spirituall or temporall /, 

whome they doo not certeynly knowe, by most certeyne 

and sure proues and witnesses /, to be apte /, meate /, to be at f« the 

and conuenyent, aswell in lemynge as in condycions /, 

to ezcercise, Tse, and to occupye suche offyce and Tome /, 

wheninto he, by snche their snte m[ade], / shnlde be 

called /, appoynted, and admy[tte]d (not onely for the 

shame, rebuke, and troble whiche, vpon dewe ezamy- 

nacion had, and founde contrary to their vntrewe sute) 

myght come and growe to them /; but also for the euyll bemm. of ihe 

incommodyte and pestilent myschef which shall ensewe mt« uiu tcim 

to all suche which shalbe conunytted to his or their i^ote^imiL 

gouemaunce & charge. Alas, that euer amongest the Aiu.ihuuie 

Chrysten fiocke, shulde be knowen or sene that suche ihoiiid be«in>e 

office, which in Christes churche shulde be the most i^l^ d^^. 

godly /, most necessaty /, most spirituall, and most pro- 

fylable, bothe to the.bctdye and sowle /, nowe is become 
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& worldely bonowre /, a lordely dygnyte, / a riche, camaU, 

' pioirde lyuisge, eetate, and coontenuice /; and the pos- 

iDdtiHpcHMMr s«B80T theio^ hanii^ onelj tbe name of a Bpiritoall 

Tkrt« DDT minyster /, bnt no Tertoe nor godly qnalyte, which ot 

*°^°*" right ought to be in euery enche minister. If this be 

well pondered and remembred, most mercyfoll Goner- 

nowre, / it ie moat to be lamented. Bnt aeynge this 

blyndnea hathe bo longe contyneved, & somoch ewiU 

bathe ensewed & folowed tberof, in the de&olte of 

itbnndftdta godly pagtouie' /; it is not ouely nedefdll aboae all 

intfaT^^Tot Siingea to be circnmapect in chosynge emestly tryed /, 

"^""^ experte /, and ■well lamed miniflteM to preache Gods 

worde synceroly /, hut also to compell tbe same to be 

demurante, ahydinge, and reaydent ypon their cnieB. 

And all enche whiche be crepte into beneficee for Inker 

& adoatmtage, vpon vntieire saggeetion and falee fayned 

eutee made, / which can not or doo not feade their 

toi to Vprtr* flocke /, to depiyue then) of suche benefycea, because 

twxw tta*r ' ^^^7 other can not oi doo not execute the offyce to that 

dTi^'™?!*' bdonginge. Snerly no wyse man lyghteth a candell 

•"^ '^'^ 8nd putteth hym vnder a bnshdL And if he set vp a 

candell (which, other for lacbe of talowe oi for other 

cause, can not gene light) shortely he taketh bym 

nd pot oihm downe and putothe an other which can gene good light 

in his place. So all godly wyse men will ord^ all 

Bpiritnall lightos, which in dede can not geue godly 

lighte for lackc of apiritnall grace which ahulde be in 

sndiHdoBot them. For bysbops and other paatora, which be 

chosyne & instytuted contrary to the ordynaunce ap- 

poyntod & prescribed by Goda Worde /, which other 

doo not or can not execute the oSyce perteyninge to his 

or their callynge /, be not godly & trewe byshope, bnt 

■nhi^H, rather imt^es & idolles, haninge and bearinge onely 

uraafndiwwH- the name and outwaide apporance of a byshoppe or 

S!^«„_ pastor. Bnt as concemynge the lemynge, vertue, & 

' Orig-p 
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other godly qualytiea wMohe parteyne & be of greate vtt i»n ii<»« of 
necessyte and iustyce tet^uysyte to be in euery godly iiuuum 
pastor, / they haue nothinge lesse. Foi if Gluist irchritidonot 
(wMcli eayed to Peter " from henceforthe I make the I^,^^"* 
afysher to catche men")doo not endows the oifycei {StoKE^K™* 
■wyth. lemyi^ /, grace, / power, & good will to preache •*""•«'■ 
his woide, before patrons present hym to any auche 
spirituall office ; j the electe and admytted, notwith- 
standinge the admyssion and patrons presentment, / iinfc^b.Kin- 
shall contynnally abyde and remayne an hypocryte /: kjpocrita. 
and suche one, which dothe not enter in by the dore /, loan. w. 
but preanmeth to enter withowto a weddynge garment, / g^. ' " •'■ 
whom Christ condempneth to owtwarde darckenea /, !!!'"*''*" 
and also callethe hym a thef /, whose rewarde, withowte '■ »iii»"ii ui« 
doubt /, shalbe, at the daye of the laste iudgement, »na "h^i *» con- 
with thefea /; if he repent not, and reasygne vp hys mt. 
oBjcB, which he can not execute, fulfyll, and performe. 
Wherfore I mystruste not but that all suche which Putrom, Bfur 
haue power to present and to adm.ytte theyr clerkea to rot the disdimri*' 
spirituall offycea, readynge this lytle boke for the dys- ioimim, 
charge of theyr conseyence, and for the glory of God /, "hi «« P»a of 
the commodyte and vtylite of the common wealthe wuiih, 
(which will enaewe the godly preaentacyon and admys- 
aion of well lemed /, approued, <fe godly clerckes to 
spirituall ofiyces) will, from thenceforthe, applye and mghi only niinit 
conforme them to the forme and manor of electyon of innMOod'a 
Bpiritnall myniaters appoynted, preacrjbed, and lymyt- 
ted by Godea Worde /, which is this ; — That euery which ii thit, 
man choayn to vae any apyrituall offyce /, shulde be ihnuiwBntweu 
fyrate well proued, aswell for theyr lemynge aa also for {^md rirtttT 
theyr other vertuouae condyciona. Fyrat for theyr 
lemynge, wherwith they muste not onely be able to 
enatructe and teache the people commytted to theyr 
epyrytuall chaige /, but alao able to reproue other 
which resyat the same doctrine /, with many other 
godly qualyties. As it apperethe in the fyrste Epistle 
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[i.] Tin. iy, of Paul to Tymothe and also to Tyte, Nowe, moste 

^' '' myghty Defender of the Christyan religyon /, semge 

that Godda Worde hathe preecrybed and declared that 

Ewj ipirttoii euery man, which shalbe called and appoynted to he a 

ant bg proved to .spyrituall mynisteT, muste fyrate be proued and knowen 

Bortpw™, howe godlj and spirytually he hathe enatruote aad 

teached the people /; what lemynge he hathe in the 

Scriptures /, and not in the lawes /, to leprone errours 

and to condempne heresyea ; what paynes he hathe 

taken in pieachynge Godda Worde /; and also whether 

■nd to haie giren he hathe geuen good example of lyuinge accordinge to 

Uvinc. bis doctryne. In this maner enery Christian ought to 

prone his clerke before he other present or admytt hyuL. 

But nowe also, most* benyngne Lorde /, consydre of 

EMwinbBrirhj the contrary parte, & remembre for what causes the 

guTebiihDpriH, kynges, your noble progenitors in tymes paste, haue 

giTt uv^^ chosen bysBhopps /, & other patrons haue presented 

theyr clerckes to personagyea & vicaragyes to haue cure 

of sowles. These bothe causes well consydered, no 

man wyll greately meruell that we haue wandered so 

KiDga luva gtian longe in blysdenes. For, in tymea paste, kynges haue 

dianiHiion' geuen theyr bysshoprycks to theyr councellera / chap- 

laynes, whiche haue bene daylye attendauntes in the 

couite /; which also haue done to them good seruice / 

as enbasadoures /; or to auche which haue taken paynes 

to .imonort, in theyr householde /, as amners & deanes of fke chap- 

doHt,uidotheni pell /, clcToks of tbeyr closett, & suche other ofQcera /; 

wwia God', wowi where Gods Worde dothe not approne any byshopricke 

•Umiih^ni. to be geuen to any man for any suche seruice done /, or 

for any suche paynes tak«i /; but onely for the gifte 

whiche he hathe frojii God to preache his woide /, & 

for th6 paynes & laboures susteyned in preacbinge of 

the sayd worde. And as kynges, in tymes paste, haue 

ifobiemen hiTo abused theii giitea of byshoprikes /, so noble men & 

enmpia, worshipfull men, aswell of the cleigie as of th^ layete, 

haue abused theii presentacions to their prebeTides, per- 
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Bonages, & vicarages /; geuing them to their chap- 

laynea /, or to otlier, for kyndred in bloude, or for 

alyauEee ; / or ek to suche as haue ben eurueyours of "i^ **" pre- 

thier landes, / receyuourea of their rentes /, etuardee of to mrvejo™, 

their houaholde /, faconers /, gardyners, or to suche woooora, 

other whom they f^aonre for sache worldely seruice & lucb tihs, u 

qualytiea. To sache they gene their benefycea aa re- or « rew«rd>. 

wardes or wagies to hyrelynges, for suche sendee done /, 

or to be done /; hauinge lytle or noo regarde to the 

great charge and epirituall cure which, by Goddes 

Worde, belongeth to all Buche Bpiritual] offices, i'or 

kynges and rulers, in tymea paste, had noo lesse knoir- Kings md miM. 

leage of any thynge / then of Godea Word e, ivhich the ooa'i wo«i m 

aubtyll byshopa & crafty prystes were euer studiouse Ui«bi.hopi'wore 

and desyrouse to kepe secrete from the hygher powers, kKpitMorat. 

For ao loiige as Godea "Worde was kepte secrete and 

hyden from gouemoura /, ao longe (Ae clergye dyd 

leade, not onely the iynges /, but also, all gouemowres 

& the commons, why ther they wolde. Thys was the TiijwMihe 

crafty polyeye of the clergye /, to kepe the knowleage ckrgj u, kerp 

of Goda Worde from all men /, that they myght vn- trmo mi men 

lawfully and vnworthely be promoted to Bpiritnall th.^ might ba 

cures / and vse the profettes of thenL vngodly /; and ij°rituai mret. 

that they myght also contynually esercyse their lustes 

and iniquyties. As Paul saythe : " They be agaynste [i] I'Sft y. 

all men; forbyddinge vs to speake to the people 

wherby they myght be saued /, that they myght fulfyll 

their iniquyte and synne contynually." Haue not some 

of the byshopa, yrith their retynewe, at this daye prao- 

tyaed their olde polycy to extii^yshe the light throi^h 

all Englande /, that they myght ones agayne leade tb 

quyetly in darckenesl Is not there a lawe made, AiswEsnada 

tliroaghUirtr 

through their crafte & aubtylte, which geueth power to craft ipiMinting 
certayne commyaaionera, wherof the byahoppea chaun- 
celer or conimyssarye ahalbe named to be two of the 
commyssioners /, which shall haue full power to take 
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tonceirffttani into their cnstodyeall auche bokes wherin is conteyned 

m«Dii«Tto any clause or artycle repugaamito to any of the Syx 

Artycles, / and the same bokea to bume and dystroye, 

undinK to as to the discretion of thre of them shalbe thoughts ex- 

pedyentj Marke well what they purpoBe by this 

estatute. Are there any bokes which write agaynsta 

the Popes prymacie /, but they also write agaynata 

oome of ths Syx Artycles t Their coloure is to take 

awaye all bookes which wryte agaynste the Syx 

Tin inuntioD la Artycles /; bnt their very intents, purpose, and mean- 

baabBi«ainai yng is to take ftwaye all bookea, whiche conteyne any 

th* r«p4, godly lemynge, that write agaynste the Byshop of 

an vriu igiinn Romcs prymacy. Howe cruelly doo the byahopa 

toDching (ODw of punyshe all them which pretende to haue lemynge, 

Thej- ^"jMlhiu ^""^ Specially in Godds "Wordel Suche they call here- 

il!!^n™^iii *y^"*^ *"<i persecute with puttynge them to open 

ihsm heretki, shame /, with enprysonmewte /, and, in conclusycwi, 

with deathe most fearefull and paynefulL All this 

they doo to dyaeorage all men from the studye of 

Gods Worde / fearinge leaste that, by suche etudiouse 

braynea which leame Gods Worde and publyshe the 

iMt ti.« iniqatt; same, theii iniquyte shulde be made manyfest. What 

^uHiM bTteowB. studye and paynes they take to kepe the light from the 

Kq man who people ! But no man, which knowethe the Scriptures, 

srripiuTwwiu will meruell of this their policye and cnieltye. For 

JiiflL. iy, ' Saynt lohan declaretbe their practyse playnely, sayenge : 

"He that doth euyll hateth the light" /; and whyl 

becuiHhcvbo because his workes, whiche be euiil, ahulde not ba 

iiMiichi. reproued by the light. And, for asmuche as oure 

byshops coanteuaunce of lyuinge /, their greate posses- 

syons /, and lordely domynyons in them, agreeth -with 

Godds Worde /, as deathe with lyffe /, God with the 

douill /, light with darckenes /; therfore they hate t/ia 

light which declaretbe the same /, and studye to sup- 

presae the same by all craft and polycye. And, seinge 

but emirivB* to tbey Can HO eraftely Juggle, and haue suche frendahip© 
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and fauoure' to conuey/, f&l brynjre to paase /that all gtt fdA book* 

luUUwIrhudi, 

bookes Bhall come into theii handea Todie the coloure 
of the Syx Articles /, it ia to be feared that, shortely, 
they will, by lyke ciafte, eubtylte and frendahipe, pro- itvmrKiH 
cure the Byble in Englyshe to be taken from the tnmtbtiiiti, 
lajete /; & then we shalbe ledd in darckenes by our b« led m dul!^ 
byshops and other blynde gydes, and not pastourea, at JSJit^iii'^uIt 
theyr pleasure and will /; whiche ia the effecte of all 
theyr study, laboure, and purpose. Mowe, most valo- 
annt Defender of Chriat /, it appearethe playnely howe 
many myseiyea we be wrapte in /, through the vngodly 
electyon of auche as be admytted to haue spirytuall 
cnre and oflyi* to teache Godds Worde /; whiche not 
onely haue lytle lemynge /, but also they be enemyea who )«« utii* 
to all men whiche can and doo pieache Gods Worde and an eonniH 
ey[n]cerely and trewly, / because they lyue contrarye ood'iword. 
to the same /, as I haue before declared /. And this is Thi>i>ih«wug 
the origynall grownde and cause of the abundaunce of .in. 
and increase of darkenes and of syune /; as also of the 
longe contynuaunce of popishe blyndnes whiche bathe 
raigned in this realme so longe. Wherfore, yf the irbiihopfui 
byshopa, and other elected and appoynted to be shep- 5,™* um wort 
herdes accordinge to theyr vocatyon and calUnge /, be "'^'^ 
not fyrste knowen and well proued to haue auche 
knowleage & godly doctryne /, so that they can, & also 
doo, instantely & dyligently preaehe Gods Worde, 
whiche is the light expellinge all darckenea of aynne /, 
then muste nedes synne encrease & abounds, without tinmiutiDcnuii, 
any reatraynte 01 brydle. " For if the light whiche is jy„((_ ^_ " 
amongeat yow be darckenea /, howe muche shall the **" '"'*■ 
darkenea be 1 " Youre Grace and your cyuile power doo th. eivii povn 
punnyahe aynne /, when it ia done and commytted /, (cmmiiMd. u u 
accordinge to the iustyce of lawea /, as to your vocatyon ""^ 
& office of right belongethe to doo. But the office and iwt the pmior 
dewtye of the pastor ia to preaehe Goddea Worde /, iinnsr who !■ 
' Orig. fououre. 
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diipoHdta wberby he shall conuert the hart of the syiiner /, 
whiche is villinge & dissposed to doo eynne /, so that 
he shall not breake fourthe to doo ayime in the acte /, 
which We cynyle powre, for the example of other, by 
equyts and instyce is hounde to punyshe. Therfore 
•otiut, the dyligent executyon of the office of the pastonre 

Uwn i> iwa (Id, elialbe the piyncipall meane and occasyon that lease 
thtiiighir synne shalbe commytted; / and so the higher powers 

nmionto shall haue lease occasyon to execute the extreame 

iDiua oruM iiv, instyce of lawes /, and, consequently, many mens lynes, 
M» i™™rf^" whiche nowe for laoke of the knowleage of Godes Woide 
shold be loete for commyttinge murder /, felouye /, and 
Buche other offences, / shall then be presemed that 
they shall not commytte suche offences /, which the 
Lygher powers, by the lawes of equyte & iustyce, be 
compelled to coTidempne and to punyshe with deathe. 
wbrnAmit Wherfore, the godly tranquyllyte, reste, and peace of 
ordiTornit all this your realme, soneraygne Lorde /, and the good 

DpoD th* ininif- Order of the same, hangeth and resteth moche vpon the 
un nugion, gojiy and dyligent executyon of the office of pastora 
and of the spirituall shepherds, dewly called and ad- 
iiiwhoTM mytted accordinge to Godea Worde. Therfore it be- 

Terj arefliHn houeth the presenter of the clercke to a henefyco and 
th^ir piironiig*. ctire of sowles, to be cyrcumspect and well ware what 
clerke he doth present /; and that he haue good know- 
leage, experience, and proueof his clercke before he 
itotttunimi present hym. For, if a paetour doo not feade the 
•qcbudonot flocke of Clmste commytted to his charge /, the deathe 
cnmniitttd to of their sowlea shalbe required of his handee. As the 
^oh. sex^iij. prophete Ezechiell sayeth in the .xxxiij, chapi. : And 
if the patron wiUingely /, other for ^ndred /, fauoore /, 
frendahippe /, seruice, or money /, present a clerke 
which he knoweth not to be so lemed in Goda Worde/, 
that he be able to inetructe and teache the people com- 
mytted to his charge, bothe w/tA the lawe of God and 

th« death or idiiIh, "^ 
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the deaths & dampnacicni of the sowles cojiimytted to 

the charge of sache vnlemed preste, Aud therfore and«i3n» 

euuhe a patron ehall also he punyahed with lyke etenui pain. 

payne /; whiche is etemall /, as the Apostell sayeth : Sem. i. 

"Not onely they that doo euiQl /, but also they whiche 

consent therunto, shalbe punyshed with lyke payne." 

What wyse man linyage wolde hyer a shepherde to wnunuii 

gouerne hys beastly & worldly shepe, %rhich nother iiiepheri who 

wolde nor collide feade /, handle /, salue, nor ones see uitbHpP 

his shepe coTwmytted to his chai^T Suche a wysa 

shepherde wolde shortely make his masters profet come 

to lytle aduanntage. Surely, a wyae man wolde chose ifrnwiwrnu. 

no suche shepherde. And if he were deceyued through by hii iHtnds' 

the persuasyon of some of his frendoa /, yet, when he i„wQuiiii!>iin 

hathe proued that he hathe no connyuge nor dyligence /, ^^J^ii^^c*. 

he will shortely dyschajge hym of hia cure and seruice. 

Shall we be estemed Chiisten men whiche haue more 

teiider lone and affectyon to owre eorruptyble profett /, 

than we haue to the honowre of God & the etemall 

wealths of the immortall sowles of owre Christen 

bretheten /, whom Gode commaumdeth [vs] to loue as 

owre aelfe 1 Christ ded not commytt to Peter the cure To. xtsi. 

and chai^ of hia ahepe, before he aaked thryse of Christ uked 

Peter whether he loued hym. As who shulde saye, I lovsd Him, tcDn 

wolde not commytt my best beloued ioywell and ttea- Htsshispio 

sure vnto the/, vnlesse thowe loue me hartely, I *'"'''"»" 

wolde wyshe that all gouemowres and rulers in this 

case wolde take example and folowe Christ, whiche, "" purom 

knowynge ika good wyll of Peters harte /, yet as one thia oiunpi*. 

ingnotante therof, ded demaunde this question of Peter He knew Pater*! 

before he ded commytt fAe cure of his flocke to hym /; He i>ked'the 

therby to geuo example & common doctryne to all his uampie to m 

faythfnll folowers, tha\, they shulde haue suche tender fcuowwt"* 

and feruent loue towardes the Christen sowles /, that 

they wolde not commytt the gonemaunce aud cure of 

them to any man /, hut rnto suche of whom they haue 
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prone & Biiie knowleage /, that, aawell by their preach- 

inge & eyncere teachinge of Goda Worde /, as also by 

their vertuouse lyuingB consonante to the same Worde, 

they had vnfaynedly a faythfull harty loue towardes 

ApMtonrithom ChryBtee flocke. A blynde eye, which can not dyrecte 

■ blind 8ja, and leade the bodye, ie a blemyshe and a burden to "the 

naturall bodye /, and noo commodyte. In lykewyse a 

man, chosen to be a apyrytuall paatour, which hathe 

not the knowleage and grace to preache the lawe and 

the Goapell /, is but a blynde eye, not able to dyrecte 

and leade the Bpyrytuall bodye. Wherfore, if any 

ind Oi> putnn patTOti chose any suche ingnorante man to be a pas- 

deceivH tha uoii touTB /, a spiiituall eye and light to leade the spirituall 

sowlea /; he not onely deceyueth thenij but also, as- 

moche as lyeth in bym, kyllethe the bodye / and dothe 

greate iniurye to Chiiatea bloode. How it maye please 

yowre Highnes to note and marke what mysehef and 

inconnenyence folowe the electyon and admyssion of 

aj> iitooouii aningnorantepastour,' Fyiste, if an ingnorante byshope 

da bit duty in Gods Worde be admytted /, he can not execute bis 

nM knoir ciit office because he knoweth not the Scryptures whicbe 

''"'™" teaeheth hym what ahulde perteyne to his owne office. 

And as the byshop is ignoiante in Godes Worde /, so 

he admytteth suche as be vnlerned in Gods Worde /; 

evyn suche as by noo poaaybylite can execute the office 

soTDtura of their callings j idle parsons /, vnhappy / dronck- 

p\trta u un- erdes /, swei'ere /, common players at all vnthryftye 

wluiooUMike, gain*^/, in whom there is no chaatyte, / noo humylyte /, 

orunipenDH. justyce /,' noT temperance. For a conclusion,/ suche 

they admytte in whom there is noo holynes /, godly 

doctryne /, nor good example of lyuinge. To suche 

they commytte (Ae healthe of Bowles /, the flocke of 

Bf anchidiaiuid Chiiste, dearely bought with bis bloode/; by suche 

Chriit'i iTiiieric- ydle and wicked harlottes the enheritaunce of Chiiste 

imdai foot. is troden Tnder fote. All euyll condycions, maneis, 

' Orig. poatour. 
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and doctrjnes by them be tawgbt /; bo that in the 

Bteade of Holy Scripture is crepte in the dpctryne of 

lyes /, all auperetyciona /, dead & vayne eeremonyes /, 

and lyceace to doo all kynde of synne. Some of the sameocthem 

blynde ignoiante prestes teache the peojile that God ia ue iciiered b; 

honowred /, and soulea releued of their pajnes, through b»Si, ^"uns 

the rynginge of belles /, painting of postea /, and aet- ^in,™ 

tynge vp tapers and candelles before the aayd poatea /, '™'""' 

whom the blynde prestos doo. bothe aence & apryncle 

■with holy water. An other sorte of blynde shauelings 

teache the people to gett heneu with fastynge /; this byBuning™ 

prescripte daye & that daye /, with trentallea and 

masaes of -acala celi /; with foibearinge of bodely workea 

& kepinge ydle holy dayea /. They preache muche and kMpirs 

holynes and Gods aeruice to stande in their holy oyle /, They uy much 

holy creame /, holy water /, holy asshes /, hallowed Jho™iii:, 

bedes /, mnmblyngo of a numhre of pealmea in Laten /, ^ '^veT'uiA 

keapinge of church ales, in the whiche with leappynge, / 5^^,"^'^ , 

daunaynge /, and kyssyng, they maynteyno the profett «'"^'' '^^■ 

of their chuiche (to the honoure of God, as they both 

saye and thyncke). And thus the blynde leadeth the Thuth* blind 

blynde /, that both fall hedlonge into the lake of aad bath bu 

eternaU brenninge fyer. "What naturall harte ia there 

■whiche will not lamente the miaery /, yea the dampna- 

cion, moat certenly thret«nede by Gods Worde 'vnto all 

ii^norante, and neglygent bysshopps, and other spyryt- 

uall shepherdes, which doo not dylygently execute 

theyr offyce and vocation ) "What honest louinge haite 

doth not bewayle the habundaunce of synne /, the 

longe myserable blyndnes, wherin this realme hath 

ben ledd and wrapped in through the yngnorancye and - 

neglygence of suche blynde guydes? But is there any sndi uiingi maka 

Chrystert harte which can foibere contynuall syghinge montn wtien 

and momynge /, remembringe the multytude, yea, the u,ah^™mb8r 

infynyte nnmbre, of Bowles (whiche without the greate ^™JJii^'''* 

mercye of God, paasinge all hia woickes) through ing- *»™**- 
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norancye & negligence of suche blynde shepberdes /, be 

vtterly cast awaye & dampned ) "What good cyuyle 

Tba mmtrj ii horte wolde not, I saye, lament aud bewayle the greate 

with priiMi of burden wherwith this your i«alrae (gracyouse Lorde) is 

mother. ouercharged through the greate multytude of chaunteiy 

prestes /, goule pTuates /, chanons /, resydensaryes in 

chathedrall churchea /, prebeudaryes /, mnncke pen- 

cyons /, niorowe mas prestea /, vnlwned cutattea /, 

prestes of gyldes and of fratemytees, or brotherhedes /, 

Th«c lOt rydinge chaplaynea / and aiiche other ydle parsons /; 

P«»i»mniio ^Jiyche yf they be well noted/, and also what frute 

Bpryngethe of them, indyfferently valewed /, eon- 

eydered /, and pondered, / it will appere manyfestly to 

all reasonable and godly wyttes /, that they do brynge 

noo maner conunodyte, profett, or vtylyte, other spyrit- 

uall or temporall, to this your publycke wealthe. No /, 

no /! They be not onely no commodyte nor profett to 

bat • tMrm to the common wealthe /, but rather moche hynderance, 

iiHj an robiurt And truly no lytic wasters /, apoylera /, and robbers /; 

•aywtll'whi.m ^^^ t^** of tlis •n'^'' poore /, indyge«t, and neadye of 

S!!!ofin«iTlii y*"^ louinge subiectes /, which be most eraftely /, 

"*" ^"^ S^ aubtelly /, and Tnrightuousely depryued of the charyt- 

for ih. dBid. able ancconre and almes of many aymple, vnlemed 

innoeentes /, through a vayne hope and false confyd- 

enee that theyr sowles ahulde be releued and released 

of theyr paynes and tormentea dewe for theyr aynnes /, 

when they be departed this worlde /, by the longe 

prayers of prestea. And (tlio more it is to bo lamented) 

KMijiwm- noo lytle nombre of your subiectes, tbroi^h suche 

wiciiediy by m' vngodly truste and confydence in maaaes and dyryges 

mv^^snd " to be songe and celebrated for them when they be 

'^'*"' dead /, be greatly encoraged to lyue both wickedly to- 

wardes God /, and also vnfnitefully towardes the 

worlde /; lytle remembrynge and estemynge their 

vocaoion & callinge, wherin God bath appoynted them 

to walke /, and moche lease the extreame necessyte of 
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their Chriaten bretheren. This vayne hope in the The hope in th* 

loHge prayers of preetea (no doubt, gracionse Lorde) is i> > mow J" 

a greate occasyon of moche pouerte amongeet the poore ui* poor. 

Bad neoAy of this yowr reahne. For the apedy remedy 

of this pouerte anioDgeat your louinge Bubiectes /, and 

the vtter enppreseyon of suche vayne hope in tl>Q 

piayeis of prestea to be made for your eubiectes when 

they be deade /, whiehe is the greate cause of this 

myserable pouerte /, it may please your Magestye, of 

your accustomed goodnes, to call to your gi'aciouse 

remembrance that all the people, of this your legyon, wMia tb* iwopti 

be subiect vnto yowr graeyouse power /, rule /, aud mtar^e" 

dominion, as Tnto their supreme hedd and goueraowre, ^^'J''™'"'*' 

dewly by God appointed to goueme them onely durynge 

their naturall lynes /; but when it pleasetb God to take 

their Bowles owt of this myaerable worlde, / than yowr whm iher («•, 

Grace is dyscharged of all gnuernance /, cuie, & charge ihargtd oriiii 

ouer tbero /, as of auche which, after their death, doo """'"■"^'^ 

not appertayne to yowr Grace /, nor be of your kynge- 

dome /; but onoly of the kyngedome of God /, vnder 

his gouemance, prouisyon, and rule. Into the whiche 

kyngedome, nother youi Grace nor noo other erthely iio«uttii7prii>c« 

prync6,mayelawfulIyTBurpeor take any rule, prouiayon, .uihodt^uter 

care or gouemance /, foi the sowles entered therunto. ""*■ 

Seinge that your Grace haue no auetoryte nor power 

oner the sowles departed /, yow be not onely dya- 

charged to goueme, to care, or to prouyde for them, 

beinge deade /; but moche rather to prouyde that they The wng mmn 

mayo not be deceyued so vnder the ooloure of Jonge J^emlot 

prayre /, but that they may be taught syncerely Godds Jl^j]|^|„ 

Worde, whyle tbey be lyuinge vnder your subiection, '•^''i, 

BO that they maye beleue constantly and lyue godly /; 

and then, by Chnates promeaae, hell gates shall not ndiheiitiM 

prevayle ageinste them /; moche lesae they shall haue .hioj not prenii 

any neade of suche atraunge auccoure and helpe of ■*™""™"' 

men /, nothinge appointed nor tawght by Godds Worde, 
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to be profitable or necessary for their aowlea after their 
death, Whorfore, I mistruste not but that your 
Magestye, when you shall next intreate for the reform- 
Bcion of the enormytyes & abuses sprongen rp in the 
Christen religion /, yow will godly reforme sache abuse 
and dissembled couetuousenea /, and certeynely beinge 
no godly remedy nor helpe for sowles departed, which 
bathe noo strengthe nor efiycacy of Gods Worde /, 
which is the very trew fowndacion of all the Christen 
religion and helpe for sowles. And, in the meane 
season, I doo no lesse thynke, and also pray hartely to 
God, that your Magestye will prouide and make ordin- 
aunce /, that all suche landes and possessyons, where- 
vpon so many ydle hypochiytes and deceyuers be greato 
burdeyn & charge to your realme /, which hythcrto 

' haue lyned vngodly and Tnprofytablely /, maye, from 
henceforthe, be partly conuerted to the supportation 
and mayntenaunce of common scoles /, wherby erroure 
crepte vp through ingnorarace maye be through know- 
lege repressed /, and godly lomyng« and knowleage 
more plentuousely planted and admynistred /; and 

a partely that your poore louing subiectes maye be more 
mercyfully releued &, succoured /, whyle they lyue 

'■ vndor your subiection, chaise, and gonemaunce. This 
godly dystrybutiou {most prudent Soueraigne) of the 
landes and possessions, ordeyned and appoyiited for the 
counforte, soccoure, and helpe of yowr poore louinge 
and lyuinge subiectes /, is moche more consonante and 
agreahle to Godds Wordo, and more certeyne dyscharge 
of your Graces conscyence, then to suffer the same pos- 
sessyons to be Tngodly caste awaye and consumed 
vnder suche false colowre and pretence to releue-sowles 
departed /; of whom your Magestye haue nother cure 
nor charge /, nor can not assure to them, by Godds 
Worde, through suthe longe prayers of prestes, relesse 
of paynes after their deathe /, or any other ayde, eoun- 
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forto, or snccoure. For, with owt any doubt- (gracyouse 

Lorde) yf Buche hyied prayers bad ben godly and kpmjo" for im 

neceeaaty for the eowlee departed /, other Christ or bis necMurj, 

Apostelles wolde haae taught it /, or, at the leaste, baue bm mid ». 

prayaed or prautyeed it /; & not bo manifestly reproued 

& thretened it /, sayeng ; — "Beware of them whiche Mara. i»y. 

deuoure wyddowea howaes, vnder coloure of longe 

prayers /; theyr iudgment shalbe moche longer," In 

all the ITewe Testament there is no mencyon made of Thm !• no mtn- 

any suche offycer, nor otfyce instytuted, nor appoynted, tie n»w Twu- 

to praye for the deade. And yet all men, I thynke, 

will confeaae that the tniethe of Godes Worde was most 

syncetely set forthe aJid preached in the tyme of 

Chryate & of his Apostles /; in whose tyme there was TiuApomin 

^ ' ' •' tADffhC no IDCh 

no suche craftye lemynge publyshed nor tawght by thin(. 

them /, noi longe tyme after. But then men stablysshed 

and gro^mded their religion and hope of healthe ypon 

Godds Worde /, whiche teachoth va that who ao be- Hewbobeiier™ 

leueth is saued, and bathe no neade of longe, prystishe prinii' pnjm. 

prayers /; and who so beleueth not /, shallbe con- 

dempned. Betwene theae estreame contraries there ia 

no meane /; as Saint Augustijn saieth. "Wherfore I yote here S, 

exhorte all them (whiche contrary to all Holy Scrip- iJiil^^^'eCj 

imea) truste to the thyrde place, and there to haue Eypognatti- 

reksaae of paynea through /Ae longe prayers of prestes ; / Jrhej^ T' 

that thay wolde geue ouer suche fayned fantasye of ^^'^"''° 

men (aubtylly ymagined only through insaciahle couet f^'*f^"'^ 

uousenea of ambiciouBO preatea, to gett m.ony tberwith fcnoj, 

to mainteyne their vngodly lustes /, and to lyue ydlely 

and delycately) and to truste rather to the sure and •ndtm" 

infallyble trewthe of Godda Worde /, which, witAowt tniihotoodi 

double, ia to repent and heleue /, and vtterly to 

forsake all aynne /; and than constantly to trust to 

Goddes proraease of mercy. Here manifestly apperethe, 

aoneraygne Lorde /, in what miserable blyndnea the 

most parte of thia your realme haue longe tyme be[n] 
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lod /, yea, and allmoet dro'wened, through tlie longe 
cnstomo yaed theryn. Who is it that can not lament 
(I aaye) this deplorate & mi8eral>le eorte of blynde 
ahepberdes t Be not they bowght with the aame pryce 
wherwit/i we be bought, to be membrea of one body©, 
wherof Christ is heade 1 If we be membres of one 
bodye, certenly we can not then but taste and feale, 
not onely their euill /, but also the lamentable estate 
of al other caste awaye through them. Loide, I truste 
the punysbement is past wherwith thow haat« threatened 
the worlde to be punished with hunger and thryste 

"■ not with hungre and thryste of breade and drincke /, 
hut for lacke of hearinge thy Worde. Yt is nowe tyme, 
Lorde, to shewe thyne accustomed goodnes & mercye /, 
foe the whiche wo doo dayly and hartely praye /, 
sayenge : " Thwugh the tender mercy of God, wher- 
with he hathe vysytod vs /, geue light to vs which sytt 
in darcknes and in the ahadowe of deathe /, to guyde 
our feate into the waye of peace." Also it is a daunger- 
ouse thinge to admitte one to be a apirituall pastoure, 
whose piofessyon and study all his youthe hathe ben 
in decrees and popishe lawea. For suche a study, for 
the most parte, ingendereth a popishe harte. Tf any 
suche be admitted to he a paatoure /, he shal not onely, 
other secretly in confessyon or by some other crafty 
meanes /, poyson his flocke with mans trad/cio)is & 
popishe doctrine /, but also shall augment the popishe 
power /; for (fte ahrogacion 'wherof yowr Grace and 
yowT honorable Councell haue taken greate paynea & 
travajle. Nowe, eftsonea, I truste that aU men, which 
reade this lytle boke, shall perceyue thetby what in- 
conuenyence & dampnable euyll enaeweth the vngodly 

M presentocyon and admysayon of the vnlemed in Godda 
Worde /, and carnall prestes to spjrittiaU offices.* 
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And although© suche patrons haue lytle leale and lone AiUMiwh iMtmu 

to the common and publike wealtfae /, yet for the " ' 

syi^uler and carnall loue which they beare to their 

clerkea (whom they addycte and bynde euiely to 

eternal] dampnticion /, if they geue them suche apyrit- 

nall offyCBB /, whiche they neyther can nor mil execute 

and perfourme) or for the tender zeale and lone which 

they haue to the eowles eo derely bought with Christea 

bloods /, they wyll, wyth all circumspection, prone ii i« hoped ony 

theyr clerkee that they be not onely well lemed in derka, and » 

Gods Worde /, but that they also hano taken greate u,,, m^eu ' 

paynes in preachynge the same /, and that they haue "™*' 

also lyued accordinge to their preachynge. Suche 

experyment and ptoue was commaunded to be made of 

weddowea /, befpre they were adniytted to lyue vpon 

the charge of the congregacyon, as it appearethe in 

Tyraothy. •Muehe more than enydent and aure proue ». J%. r. 

of pastours (whose offyce is boo necossarie) shnlde be 

hade and made before they be admytted to their spyrit- 

uall oflyce and chaise. And, althoughe the election of it biataopa iw 

the bysbop and of other spirituall pastors in enery 

poynte be hade and done accordinge as I haue before 

wryt«re /, yet (most dread aoueiaigne Lorde) I see two ?•* ihw* "* '"" 

fowle deformytes and grete lamentable myscbefes tongiiigta 

annexed to the vocacyon & offyce of byshops /, ■which, 

not refourmed, will poyson and vtterly corrupte the 

godly Tooacion and electyon of the sayd byshops. The 

one infection and pestylent poyaon is there greate lord- LThstrgTMii 

ships and domyniona, with the yerely prouentes of the una the imii 

same. Whiche hathe eo faashyoned them in proude omn. 

countenaunoea and worldely behauoure /, that nowe 

they be moste lyke to heathen pryncea, and moste vn- Therii'tUin 

lyke vnto Chiiate /, althoug[h]e they wolde be esteamed 

of all men to be his trewe successours /; yet poore Christ 
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Bayethe : — " The foxes haue hoolea /, the byrdea of the 
ayre haue neastes /, but fk& aonne of man hatbe not 
wLeria to laye hia head." But oure byahopa haue 
goi^;eouae & suwtptuouae buyided howaea, manera, & 

„ castelles, pleasauntely set abowte wtVi panies, well 
replenished with dears /; wairena awamiinge full of 
eonjea /, and fyahe poolea well stored with dyueree 
kyndea of fyahea. And not onely these commodities 
and pleaauies /, but also diueise other pleasures. Howe 
this lordely aud worldely byahoplike estate agreeth 
with Chnstes wordea /; I thinke a man can not reason- 
ably conyecture or ymagen, by theyr countenaunce and 
lyuinge /, that they be Chriates trewe disciples. The 

. other myschefe and euill is, that they haue to many 

, worldly cures and husenea. For to these maneia aud 
lordeahipes belouge mauy teuauntea /, for whose leases 
to he made, fyues and haryottea to be appointed and 
taken /, amercyamentes to he asaessed, taxed, & also 
forgeaeu and dispenced /, there be noo fewe But«s made 
to my loide byahope /; also the heatinge of test^ 
meutorye cauaea /, dyuorses /, causes of matrimonye /, 
of sclaunders /, of leacherye, / adiiltery /, and pun- 
yshement of bawedtye /; and suche other bumme 

ir courte matters, wherof not one belong to his offyce & 
vocation appointed by Godda Worde. My Lorde 

1 Byahope is ao occupyed & vnquyeled /, that he hatha 
noo leasure to atudye nor to preache Gods Words. 
But Buche affayiea and worldly busynes, nothing per- 
teyninge to his vocation, be very greate hynderance 
and lett to my Lorde Byahop, that he can not applye 
hym to exercyse his owne otfyce. " For no man can 
seme two masters," sayeth Christ. The Apostles 
thought it not iuate and equall to prouide for the 
necessary lyuinge of the poore /, leauinge Godds Worde 
vntawght. But my Lorde Byshoppe, doinge these 
things, nothing perteyninge to his ofBce /, thincketh 
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that lie hathe exactely done his offyce. From theee 
groate masers conuueth yeraly, greats rentes, pleasures, mi pnt bm 
& profettes /; which, althowghe they be the good crea- hout ^woMt 
turea of God /, yet thabundaimce of them (beinge h, "'* " "^ 
where they be more impedyment than heipe) be a 
greate occasyon of coirupcion ia the vsor of them. 
And, pemdnenture, they wolde allure and intyse a 
byshopa harte to tmste in them and so cortupte hym /, 
as the Scripture sayeth : — "Blessed is the ryche, "Bie™«ii>th 
-which is founde withowt blemyshe, & hathe not gone toaai wUhont 
after golde, nor hoped in money and treasures /; where not gon^ iaw 
ia there siiche a one and we shall eommende hym and *°" ' 
call hym blessed /; for greate things dothe he amonge fotbedow 
his people." And if my Lorde Bjsshoppe shalde gene wmonguT 
the snperfluyte of his goodes to the pooro (whose ^| ' 
goodes iustely they be) as the prophets Ezay sayethe /, Ma. iy. 
than my Lorde shulde lacke timm to fumyahe hie 
lordely coiintenauace /; and so my Lorde shulde loose 
hia lordely honoure and prayse of the worlde. Wher- 
foTo, as these superfluouse possessions be annexed to 
estates of by&ahopa, by mans vayne fantasye and not 
by Gods Worde /, so my Lorde Byshoppe wyll other ti« uihnpi m 
keape them to mate hym more fryndes/, remembrynge nrnwoniid., 
that " ryches makethe many &yndes /, but the poore 
is forsaken of his neyghbonre"/; or deuyse the exspence 
of them contrary to Godes Worde /, other to make or lo Mb* ti™ 
Buie fryndes in the courte aboute the kynge, to obteyue 
more promocions & benefices/, or in curioose buyld- weiwiiHoudii 
inge /, eumptuouse and delycate fare /, well appareled 
aeruauntes /, tryme decked horses, to ryde pompecusely t 
lyke a lorde. Althougbe there ^ 
proue this /, yet the lordely countenaimce & fasshyon 
of hyshops /, yea, their common esercyse and 'also 
practyae, can well proue and testyfye this playnely he- 
fore the face of all men, which knoweth the lordely- 

Aa the propheta Ezay sayethe : — Eta. i 
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"The chauagynge of their counteaaunce bewrayeth 
them /, yea they declare theyr owne aynnes them selfea 
AUvhidiin aa SodomjteH /, and hyed them not." Doo not these 
■ifingoruia thingea fayntely agree with the eayenge of theyr pre- 
I.Ti. ei. deceasonr, Faule the Apostle, which sayeth : — " When 

fi»d!u^ii nt™nt ^^ ^^ae foode and raymente we muste be contented ) " 
w M be contmi.- j^ jj^jj. ^j, j^ lordely honouie dyiectely agaynete Chrystea 
Lu. xar\j. woidea /, which aayethe : — " The kynges of nacyone 
laygne ouer them / and they that haue auctoiyte 
ouer ttiem are called gracioiise lordea. But yow shall 
piurtdiiMibiiiia not be 80." Also Peter speakethe to bis trewe euc- 
of oodi ceaBoUMB aayenge : — " Feade yow Cbristes flocke as- 

ukingUwc-tn- mucbe as lyeth in yow /, takynge the onersyght of 
■nd with ■ gDdir them ; not as_ compelled theniuto /, but wyllyngelye /, 
after a godly sorte /; nor for the deayer of fylthy 
Inker /, but of a good mynde /; not as thoughe yowe 
were lordes ouer the paryshea /, but that yowe be an 
example to the flocke /, an'd that withe good will." 
Bat (be proud But owre lordely byehops estate, and pioude counten- 
our biibopi ii annoe of lyuynge (as it is nowe vaed) is contrarye to 
JSI^ Godes Worde /, as it appearethe by these wordea : — " But 

yow shall not be bo." And also by these sayengs : — 
" Kot as thoughe yow were lordes ouer the paryahes." 
Math. ipy. And Chiyat sayethe : — " He that b not with me /, is 
agaynste me." Wherefore, so longe as they raigne so 
lordely in the clei^e, contrary to Godds Worde /, bo 
And » iDng u longe be they againste God. And so longe as they be 
agaynste God /, they be not sente from God /, and then 
Oi« emnoi dn- can they not preache trewly and eyneerely his worde. 
Bom.x. "For howe can they pieache excepte they be sent«l" 

'^^ sayeth Paul. Chiiste was sente to preache, as it appear- 

ethe. Mare, i., Luce, itij., and Ezaye. IxL And Chiiste 
loan, sex} sayeth to all his trewe dyaciples : — "As my Father sente 
cirutwMMnt me /, 80 I do sende yow." And commaundeth also all 
! trewe successors of the Apostles, to 
' Orig. .ij. 
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preache the GoBpeU to the holle worlde, and not lordely 
to laigne in the clergye. Whom Paul teacheth to he 
as mynisteie /, sayeng : " Lett a man this wise eeteame 
TS /, euyn ae the mynistere of Christ« and the atuardes i. Oor. ii^. 
of the secretes of God." To preacho the Grospell thets TopradiUH 
fore (most gracyouse and prudente Lorde) ie the treve toeuionorma 
vocacyon and ofFyce of all godly byshops /, parsons /, pimHn," 
vycare, and of other shepherdes /; and not to be en- wi mt to ba 
baaadowra to piyncea, / nor to be iiidges to here matters jgdgM. 
of contencyon, / teatamentarye canaes /, dyuorata /, 
sclaundera, / bawdery /, and suche other. Your Grace 
hathe, of your laye fee, suffycient hothe in leminge, Thmn™ pimi/ 
and wysedonie, and of good conscyence, to here and ittmed ud win 
iudge suche causefl and varyaunces /; remyttynge by- inajudgnanoh 
shops to attende their offyce aud vocacyon by God (and S^!^ wihopi ta 
not by man) appoynted. And tberfore they shtdde not ^^^mi^'*' 
excercyao any other offjce than God hathe appoynted 
to them. For " no man can aerue two masters." And Mat. ri. 
if byshopB and other pastoures wolde dyligently execute 
theyx vocacyon and offyce /, moche fewer of these 
matters of contencyon shalbe in vre aud experience, 
other to he harde or iudged. Seinge the Scriptores 
conunaundeth so emestly euery man to walke as he is 
called, many Christen men meruell gretly why the by- Mm murei ohr 
shops desyre aud procure so greadely to esercyse the ■nnoUMroOot*, 
offyce perteyninge to an other vocacyon /, aud to leue own toouiob 
their vocacyon and offyce (appoynted hy God to them ™p*'*™»*- 
to be exercysed) not executed nor performed and done. 
Verely bycause they loue the glorye of men / more loan, wii.' 
then the glorye of God. And surely euen as Cayphas cm/itej love 
aud Annas, beinge byshops, and exercysynge the offyce ni^^ oil^'thS"" 
of seculer and temporal! ludges, ded iiidge Christ to he »"'"<'"'"*■ 
cruei^ed /, so owr byshops, so longe as they, contrarye 
to their callynge, doo eiercyse the offyce of tomporall 
iudges /, so longe shall they persecute Christe aud his 
' Orig. ix. 
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TNtn Ib bnMMM meiabies /, and etudye to Bapprease hia worde /, and 
pioiifanaiDiiuiT Qot to preache the aame. Haue not they bueyues 
sufiycyent, wherwith to occapye them in their owne 
offyce 1 If they wolde loke well tlierunto /, doo not 
sin niKna they 866 on suery syde detestable synne raigne throngh- 

OTrt all thia your realme 1 Is there not euche excesse 
Cotiiy aiipiini and costelynes of apparell /, byoause of dyuereyte and 
Auhimii hav8 chauRge of fasahyona, that acaice a 'worshipfxtU mans 
once nnid mmin- loudes, which in tymea paste waa wonte to fynde and 
"j^ii"*" maynteyne twenty or thirty tall yowemen /, a good 
•nd oomrort plentyfull howaholde for the releyfe and counforte of 
now icuu' many poore and neadye /; and the same nowe is not 

thrir'o™ iIU»»- auffycyent and able to maynteyne the heyre of th& 
'"''^' same landes /, his wifle /, her gentle woman or mayde/, 

two yowmen /, and one lackey? The pryncypall causo 
Th»» two thing., hcTof 18 their costly apparell /, and specially their 
■nd mrjing manjfolde and dyuerso chaunges of fassbyona whiche 
^^^iV of '''^ D^^"' "'"i Bpecially the woman, mnste weare vpon 
«iet"roWBf bothe headde and bodye. Somtyme cappe /, somtyme 
"™°f">'" hoode /; nowe the Frenahe fasshyon /, nowe the Span- 
'^tiiKvi- yshe fesshyon /; than the Italyan fasshyon /, and then 

the Myllen fasshyon /; so that there is noo ende of 
conaumynge of anbstaiince, and that vaynely, and all to 
please the prowde folyshe man and womena fantasye. 
Hereof spryngcthe great myserye and neade. The fa- 
thers consmnynge theyr goodea in Tayne / pryde /, and 
wanton Inetes (called vpon by yowr Grace to seme 
yowr Magestye for the defence of thia yowr realme) 
haue not to doo their dewtye /; wherby they be com- 
pelled to sell theyr landes /, or ela to burdeyne their 
fiyndes /, or els to daui^r them selfe in dette to many. 
r hin to Hereof rysethe it that the father ia compelled to declare 
prartiion hls will vpon hys landes to be executed after his deathe 
idiureiBu (when he can not occnpye the samehym selfe) for the 
uUfe"^ aduauncement and helpe of his children, and the pay- 
ment of his dettes /, whom easely Tie myght in hia lyffe 
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Iiaue aduaimced, holpen, and dyaehatged /, yf euche 

ryotuonse expensea had beu auoyded. The prophete 

Osae sayethe :— " There is noo trewetho /, no mercye /, On. iiij. 

no knowleage of God in earthe /; ciirsynge /, lyenge / 

muidre, thefte /, adulterye, hathe broken in" /; and yet 

doo owre shepherdea holde theyr peace. "What com- DnmiieDnBn, 

meseacyon /, dronckenea /, detestable Bwearinge by all cstriiCi Body, 

the partes of Christea bodye (and yet callynge them in 

Bcome "huntings othea") eitoreyon /, pryde /, couet- pride, md vice 

uouaenee /, and suche other detestable vyce, raigne in [Lim, 

this yowr realme /; ^aynBte the whiche ome byshops, igainM which 

and other pastonrea, shulde contynually crye owt /, as puton ^hmn 

the Prophete sayethe ■, — " Ctye nowe as lowed as thow ^„_ J^"_i 

canste /, leaue not of /, lyfte vp thy voyce lyke a trom- '^"* ■""■ 

pett /, and shewe my people their offences, and the 

howae of lacob their synnes." But, alas ! they be be- But, aiu r thej 

come bothe biynde and dome /, as the Prophete say- aomb, 

ethe : — " His watchmen are all biynde ; they haue all Utaye M.' 

together noo vnderstandinge /, they are all dome do^es, 

not able to barcke /; they are slepye /, folyahe are 

they, and lye snortinge /. They are shameles doggea ud ahuDcieM. 

that be neuer eatyafyed. The shepherdes also in lyke 

mauer haue no vnderstandinge /; but euery man tum- 

ethe hia owne waye /, euery one after his owne eouet- 

uouaenea, wi'tA all hia powre." What is the cause that Wh^ dnn'i tJie 

they doo not execute this their offyce J Other bycause thtiJ^BM^" 

they can not /, or bycause they haue aomoche worldely 

bueynea that they will not, apply them selfes to per- 

fourme bothe. Or els they be a&ayed to epeake the 

trwethe /, lost they shulde dysplease men. Whom 

Paul leproneth sayengo ; " If I shulde please men, I c/ai. i. 

ahulde not be the sentaunte of Chriat«." Also the 

Prophete sayethe : — " God breakethe the bones of them Psal. Hj.' 

whiche studye to please men /; they be confotmded /, 

' Orig- V. 
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le the Lorde dispyseth them." Kotwithstandynge, 

owr byehops loue so well their greate domjniona, wher- 

by tbey maynteyne their lordely honoure /, that they 

tiurwiiiBot will not dysplease men with preschynge the tieuth /, 

lest they ahulde then loose their greate possessyona /; 

and, conseqnently, their lordely glorye. Bnt surely as 

longe as they posseBse theyr greate domynions /, bo 

littj will nuin- longe they wyll contynewe and maynteyne their pryde. 

ud wdu »iiUn<M And BO longe as they contynewe in pryde /, so longe 

"" '*' they shall not reoeytie the Holy Ghoste /, whiche shall 

teach them to speake the treuthe. " For vpon whom 

Em. ILc^tj. shall my Sprete reaste " (aayeth the Prophete Eeaye) 

" but vpon the meake and lowely /, and vpon hym 

which fearethe my sayenga." Also the Prophet© say- 

eth : " God resyateth the prowde /, and Tnto the 

meake and lowely he geuethe his grace." Wherfore, so 

nd» iBDt u longe as the byahops contynewe in this worldely wealthe 

wa^h mid and honowre /, so longe wiU they neuer do their dewtye 

Botioihdrdutj, and offyce /; hut rather persecute the "Worde of God 

I^tfitaUbto whiche declarethe and shewethe what is their ofiyoo 

■hlfihitai^ and their dewtye. And so longe aa they do not exer- 

'* cyse their offyce and vocatyon /, but doo persecute the 

Worde and suche as syncerely preache the same /, so 

longe shall synne increase. " For if the eye be 

wicked /, all the body shalbe full of darcknea." For 

whn tb* Pop* euen as at suche tyme when the Byshoppe of Borne 

wiib nTwii iw was ^^te endowed with greate possessyons /, a voyce 

»«i i«M*I "^^ harde /, seyinge i — " Nowe venome and poyson is 

Mrttatot^'' *^*^ ^^ ^^^ forthe into the churche of God." In 

Chur^ otood." lybewyse, no doubt, most godly Gouemoure /, semhlable 

Toyce and eayenge mays be veryiyed in and ypon all 

the chniche of Englande /, sythen yowr byshops were 

endowed with eo greate possessyons and lordely do- 

SoiongM mynions. "So donbt, gracyous Ix)rde /, so longe as 

we^thin grete loidely domynions /, worldely honours and 

VAborria, wealthe /, be anexed and knyt to the vocacyon and 
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offyoea of byshops and other pastonrs /, these myscheueB Ukh mEuhieb 

& inconaeByences shall euet ensue & folowe. Fjrste 

the moste prowde and ambycyouse /, the moste couel- TheproBd«« 

House and wycked, / which other by mouey, freodshyp, inneAn for lu 

or flattery, can obtayne the benefyce /, wyll laboure "''™* 

with all study and polycye to gett the benefice, / only 

foi the worldely honoure, and not foi the zeale and 

loue which he shulde haue to enstructe and teache the "minoitotMdi 

people commytted to his cure and charge. And foe 

the profett which belongethe and apperteynethe to the 

same benefyce/, they wyll dyssemble hnmylyte and hewrawgn 

despeccyon of all worldely profettes and pleaeuies /, so *tea to despiH 

colorablye and suhtelly /, that yt shall be very harde ud pieuans. 

for youre Magestye, or any other hauynge aucthoryte, 

to gene honefycos, to perceyue them. And when they Bui nhen bi hu 

haue obteyned the benefyce /, than euery Christen man curiniu ■m"' 

shall well perceyae that ho hathe not entered hi by the ^Mtnl^mi in 

dore ; that is, for the zeale and loue, to doo and execute '^ "" ^'™'' 

the o%ce /, but hathe clymmed vp and aesended by a 

nether waye; / that ys, for the Inker and honoure 

annexed to the oftyce. And than certenly, whosoeuer 

aaeendeth and enterethe in by a nother wave /, can not "^ ^ ihBrebre 

only > thief mnd 

be but a thefe /, by daye and by nyght ; / whose study • robbm, 
and laboure mnste be to steale /, kyll /, and to destroy. moThe lo .wn. 
Afl Chriate (whose wordes muate euer be true) sayetbe : ' 

— " The thefe commethe not but to steale, / to kyll /, laatt. w, 
and to destroys." So that, so longe as so moche 
worldely profett and honoure belongethe to the bene- 
fyce, so longe wyll he that, for wante and lacke of 
lemynge can not doo the o^ce /, and also the moste 
couetnouse and proude, / wyll laboure to haue the 
offyce /, whereby the people commytted to his cure /, Tha peivia wtu 
shall not onely be vntawght' /, and not lemed in Gods uidihuuwiu 
Worde /, but also all they which can preache and 
teaehe Godds Worde and loue the same, / by suche 
' Orig. vntawgth. 
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iriUbgpenMMUd a worHely wolfe /, shall be extremely persecuted and 

tormented. For he can not but steale /, kyll /, and 

destroye /, and vtteily abhore /, and bate the godly /, 

aa Chriflte Bayethe i — " Yf you were of the worlde /, the 

worlde wolde lone bis owne. But becaiise you be not 

of the worlde/, but I haue chosen you from the worlde/. 

It !• Hilar to therfore the worlde dothe hate you," So doubt a man 

thoru thui vt shall moche rather vpon tbornes gather grapes /, and 

ihiavH to hiTi vpon brambles and bryres gather fygges, / than of 

Sigion. BOche gredy theues to haue any Chryaten relygyon, 

other eetforthe /, preached, / or stablyahed, "Wherfore 

Swing nil (moste redoubted Prynce) aeinge that theyr greats pos- 

seasyons /, ryches /, worldely oSycea /, cures /, and busy- 

nes /, he the impedyment and let that they do not execute 

theyr vocacyon and offyce /, whicbe is so godly, profyt- 

able, and necesaaiye for this yowr common wealthe /; 

Uukingis yowe beinge owr aoueiaigne Loide and Kynge (whom 

God hathe called to goueme this yowr lealme /, and to 

redresse the enonnytyea and abuses of the same), by all 

iionndtot.18 iuatyce and equjte are bounden to take awaye from 

wshop, >nd oiher hyshoppes and other spirytuall shepherdes suche super- 

unoiitiietr fluyte of possessyoDS, and ryches, and other seculer 

■Hriona ud cures, bnsynea, and worldely ofiyces /, whicbe be the 

wMKujcurwi u^ygg of moche synae in them /: and no lease oooasyon 

whereby they be letted to execute their ofiyce /, to the 

greate losae and hjnderance of moche faythe, vertue, 

and goodnes /, which myght be admyniatred to your 

aubiectea /, through the trew preachynge of Godea 

uid, aot doiw, Worde. And that done /, than circumspectly to take 

u wi pmch ud heade that none be admytted to he paatoitres, / but 

suche as can preache, and haue preached ayncerely 

ud la nnxiTa lU Godea Worde. And all suche aa will nut /, to remoue 

them from th^r curea. This godly ordre obserued in 

ThepoiHiii the electyon of spirituall pastoures /, and the pestylent 

fiiiih Khuit In. jK)yaon moued and taken away &om theyr vocatyon /, 

atcnmi faithe shall increase /, and synne shall decrease /; trewe 
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obedience shall he obeerued wyth all humylite, to your 
Magestye and to the hjgher powers 
by yOBT Grace appoynted in office. 
Cyuile quyetoes, Teste, and pea- 
ce ehalbe atablyshed /, God ahal 
be feated, honoured, and lo- 
ned /, T»Mche is theffec- 
te of all Chri- 
Bten lyuin- 
g«- 
(IS-) 



OXjOrde, sane our moete soueiaygne Lorde, E}^!;^ o Lord, mn 
Henry the Eyglit /; and graunte that he may ones n»y iie^ooc* fwi 
throughly feale and perceyue what myaerable calamyte, ftomftw" ' 
eorowe, & wretchednes we Buffer now in these dayes a ^f™"*- 
brode in the countre /, by these vnlemed /, popyshe /, 
and moste cruell tyiauntes /, euen the very enemyes of 
Chrystea crosse /; whose payne shall be withowt ende /, 
whan we shall lyne in ioye for euer. Graunte yet 
ones agayne, I say, goode Lorde, and moste mercyfull 
Father, through thy Sone Ihesus Christe /, that whan 
hia Grace shall knowe and perceyue (by thy gyfte & Oruit tint wh™ 
goodnes) theyr most detestable wayea in mysuaynge thy nja h* naj 
heretage /, that he wyU emeatly go a boute to se a 
redrease a monge them /; and to the penytent and cou- 
tryte in harte to shewe his accustomed goodnea /, and 
to the other his iuatyce /, accordinge to Saynt Faules 
doctryne /, and his Graces lawes. 

And, moste dreade Soueraygne (with all humylyte and 
humblenes of harte), I beseche your Grace / (accordinge i i>im«* tout 
to your accustomed goodnes), to take this my rude mrn 
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BUpplycacyon to the beste /, u a frate of my olMdy- 

enoe /, wheiyn I hane not dysaemMed /, but liaae 

opened fully vnto your Grace the groimde and very 

bottome of my hart ; / not of any grudge, euyll wyll, or 

> malyce that I beare to any epiiytuall shepherde (God I 

take to teooide), but onely for the glory 

of God /, the honouK of your Gra 

ce /, and the wealtbe and profett 

of yonr moate natarall 

and louings 

Bubiec- 



T Enpiynted in the yeare of o 

Lorde .M. CCCCC. xliiij. 

in the moneth of 

Decembre. 

its') 
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tion of tlje ll^mn 
Commaits. 



^ QS^o SO stoiipetf} !itg tart. at 

tfie nrtjinfle of tf)c iiocrre, fje sftall 

ct^c I)pt selfe, anlr s^all not 

bt iftaxls. 
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^ To the most victorious 
Prynce Henry the viii. by the Grace of God 
Kyug of Englande, Fraunce, & Ireland ; 
Defender of the Fayth, and Supreme 
Head of the Churche of England, 
and Ireland, immediatly next 
vnto God : hys humble and 
most faythfull Subiectes 
of the BeaJme of En- 
gland, wysh lyfe 
euerlastyng. 

Pltnoosly complainetli the pore commons of tihis tihoo 
youi Maiesties realme, greatly lamentyng their i 
owue miserable pouertie ; and yet muche more « 
the most lamentable and more then, wietcbed 
estate of their chyldien and posterite. Whose myserie, 
foisene and throughly considered, is and ongbt of very 
nature, to be more dolorous and soiowful vnto euerye 
natural! bert then that 'which we our selues feale and 
Bnstayne. Kot many yeres toforo, your Highnea poote gnna ji 
subiectes, the lame, and impotente creatures of this udimp 
realme, presented youi H^bnes with a piteful and ^|^||^ 
lamentable complaint, imputjng the head and chiefe ^Jj^ 
cause of their penury and lacks of leliefe, vnto the ****"» 
great & infinite nombie of valiant and sturdy b^gers 
Thich bad, by their enbtyll and crafty demanei in .iioiuj 
beggings gotten into their handea more then the third ||,u>t 
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tii.j«nj part of the yearely reoenewse aud poeaeaaioiis of thia 

your Highnes lealme. Whei Tpon (as it semed) your 

^™'<»l"^ Hyglines (aekynge a redresae and reformation of ttys 

greate aad intoUeraWe enoimitie, — as a merciftil father 

ouer tide yooi natural country ; moned wyth pitie to- 

wardes the miserable and pittiful nombre of blind, 

lame, lozar, & other the impotent cieatures of thia your 

realme) hath, wyth moat emeet diligence, aupplanted, 

and, as it were, weeded out, a greate numbre of valiaunt 

raimks ud noni, and stuidye monckefl, fryers, chanons, heremitea, and 

diigliiHrjr nunnes. Which disguised ypocritea, vnder the name 

^"^Jm, m- of the contempt of this world, wallowed in the sea in 

tondinridw; jj^g worldes wealth. And to the entent your louii^ & 

obedient eubiectes might the better be able to releue 

■nd mwnd the neadie & impotent creatures, you toke irom them 

b>re>n, nhoH the greate numbre of gilted beggers, whose holines was 

in'tBrt «tona ^ ^* roted in the hertes of va your pore commons, 

nnraaMdibau tli«"ig'i the false dilusions of the forsayd sturdy & 

Hiod*. Taliant beggers, that we wold not stick to go an .C. 

mylea on our bare fete to seke one of them, that we 

might not only b«stow out almes vpon them, but also 

do them reaerence and honour none other wise then if 

they had bene very gods. Yea, when youi Hyghnes 

When Uier ware hod ordeyned that al these forsayd befnzets shulde be 

(iK.u.b>d, Ilk* . J on 

diiidm, vtterly abolished, neuer to decej'ue vs of our almes onye 

more, we, like m.en alwaies brought vp in folish sup^- 

^cion of these false Fhariseis & flateijng hypocrites, 

mhuioioa knewe not the obedience that we owe to you, our 

^J!^riatHi«oar uatutol and most rightful Prince, but in-continent fel 

kh!^!°™bAiIti "» *■! vptore criyng, " Our holi dayes, abbayea & pyl- 

Sd'to^pSr" grima^eai" None o[t]her wise than the Ephesians 

dyd ^aynst the elect vessell of God, Sanete Faule, 

whan he sayd, " They ore not godee, which be made 

nd the Jan la with handcs," and as the lewsedid against holy Steuen, 

oM osd dneii whan he sayd that "God dwelleth not in an houso 

midi'wittLhudi. made with mans hand," Yea, had not God wrought 
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on year parte, in apeaauig that staidy thronge, this 
nalme had, eaen then, ben like to baae bene Ttterly 
decayed. For euen those whome your H^hnea had b 
called to-githeT to assiate you in that daui^eious tyme, J 
weie (for the moete parte) so bente to the opinion of ^ 
the other, that many of them woulde not etike to say, 
"When we shal come to the battaile, — we know what 
we hane to do." Bat nowe (the Lorde be thanked ther- 
fore) that yoni Highnea bath finiebed that yoot godly 
purpose, without bloudshede of your poore commonea, 
and that the Worde of God hath ben bo set forth & 
taught by your commaad[m]ent, that eaery man that 
losteth may therin leamc hie duitie and office ; we are b 
fully peiHwaded, that all such as reaiste the pours, n 
whome God bathe ordeyned and appoynted to rule & ■ 
gouernc the multitude of thya worlde, do not lesyete 
man, bnt God. Be you certayne tberfore (most 
gradouse Prince) that we (your moat obedient eab- 
iectea) walkyng in the fear of the Lord, wyl not &om 
hense forth (eo long as the knowledge of Godee Worde s 
aball re^e amongeste vs) attempt any auch so diuiliahe q, 
enterprise, as to rebel sgaynst your Higbneese, oar moat ^ 
natural Souerayne and Leage Lorde ; either for our for- 
&theTS popyahe tradicions, or other oure owne fantasti- 
cal dreama ; not withstandynge that the remenannt of 
the sturdy be^era (not yet weaded out) do daylye, in 
theyr wrltynges, counsels, and preacbynges, etere ts 
thereunto. For what meane they in their eermoae 
when they lament the greato discord and myaerable Ui 
estate of this our tyme, wiahynge that all thynge were ig 
nowe aa it was .xz. yeares since, but that they woulde « 
haue a Pope, pardons, lightyng of candela to imagea, 
knockyng and knelyng to them, with rnnnyng hither 
and thither on pilgremage ; beddea the infinit number 
of purgatory horseleches, on whom the Tci^^nnce of 
God la ao manifestly declared for their beaatly buggery, 
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that the veij places irhere thei dwelt, ax not thought 

worth; to be the dweUinges of men, but the caoee of 

Tbar t*n n ihit bruit bestea and venemouB wonnes ) Thei tell vs what 

■in» wa hid tM Tice, Tiicharitablenes, lacke of mercj, diuercitie of opiii- 

EncUib, ions, and other lyke enormites, haue raigned enei sence 

men had the Scripture in Englyahe. And what is tbya 

other then to cause mens consciena to abhorre the 

eame, as the onely cause and originall of all thyal Thei 

inttiiriT>iiiiii say that it sufiGceth a laye man to beleue as thei 

till Bibit. teach, and not to meddle with the enterptetation of the 

Tbar ""■M hsn Scriptures. And what meaneth that, but that thei 

wMvbtnm would haue rs 80 blynd agayn, as we were when we 

fDitht igiiHt would haue fought agaynst oure naturall Prynce, for 

™t)i« DudotaiD- the mayntenaonce of their popyshe traditions and 

l^wi'^uoi* purgatory patrimony? Thei cannot abyde this name, 

" the Word of God ; " but thei wold haue the Scripture 

called the commaundement of God. And what meaneth 

this, but that thei are the same enemyes of God, whom 

Thtfint that two edged sword shall destroy 1 Finally, thei haue 

uui noiM limn procured a lawe, that none shal so hardy haue the 

tiiM hwiH, oiiiiH Scripture in his house, onlesse he maye spend x. pound 

ij™'*'^'"' byyere. And what meaneth this, but tliat they would 

Thto't^wi famysh the soules of the residue, witholdyng theyr food 

mwa-i Kmi> fi^m them t We appeale to your Highnea iudgement 

■pirtiui R»d. in this behalfe, whither this lawe be indifferent or not. 

If none should be alowed meat in your Highnes house, 

but suehe as were clothed in veluet, with chaines of 

gold about theyr neckes, what seruauntes wold your 

Maiestie haue shortly ) "What steruelynges would your 

eeruauntee be ahoue all other ! for no man within 

your realme may refuse to do your Grace aeruyce. 

AntixTiehoDij Hath God put immortall eoules in none other but in 

" ofioniiP such as be possessionera of this world 1 Did not Chryat 

a»|!dn * send word to Ihon the Baptist that the pore receyued 

JlJ^au,?* the GospeUJ And the Gospel that thei shutte vp from 

^^raid'^ot ^^' *"** '* '**'*' *^^ writynges of poore fysher men and 
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aymple creatures, eneii taken for the dregges of the np, wu wriitm 
worlde ] Were not the setters forthe of it and the men. 
prophetes also, persecuted, tormented, and alayne 1 And pnsched » wen 
why do these men disable them fot readers of the S]^^" ""^ 
Scriptures, that are not indued with the possessions of 
this worlde 'i Vndontely (most gratious Souerayn) be- 
cause they are the very same that shut vp the kyng- 
dome of God before men ; thei enter not them seines, 
nother suffire thei them to entre that wolde. They are rhna men an 
lyke to a cnire dogge liyng in a cocke of haye. For he uumangu. 
wyll eate none of the heye hym selfe, nother suffer any 
other beast that commeth to eate theiof. But some -wyl Bntmuvvho 
peraduenture say, they were not all sturdy beggers that were Mcoisr men, 
were in the Parlament when this lawe was stahlished. ^^'i^^neni 
For many of them, and the most parte were seculer ''^''■ 
men, and not of suche habilite that this lawe would 
permyt them to hane the Scriptnre in their houses. 
Wherfore, this lawe is in-different, and taketh not the The ih i> 
Worde of God irom vs ; but we wyth oute ful consent 
hane committed it to them, in the sayde lawe limytted. 
Where vnto we aunswer, that, if we hane geuen it oner wi uuma, irwi 
from vs to the possessioners of this worlde, we may well mTOiveTw ih.™ 
be lykened to the Gedarites, Marke v., which desired Suworid, 
Christ to departe from theyr coutitry, and the lurking ^^JJ^' "" 
night birdes, which caw not abyde the bryghte beames 
of the son. We may boldly af&rme that what man we toidiT aWrm 
eoeuer doth wyttjngly and willingly forsake the know- i^tJlJaS" 
leigfi of the lynely Worde of God (the foode of our ^]^ '"""<* 
Bolles, and lyghte of oore footesteppee,) is none of the 
flock of Christ, forasmuch as hia shepe heare his Toyce, 
& reioyce in the same. Did thei that toke theii names of TboM wbo twk 
anye philosopher, shut vp theyr masters doctrine from phiiaqSiw,"' ■ 
them selfe 1 Did thei not thynke them seines vnworthy UKhinK, 
to be named after their masters, vnlesae thei knewe "^mlXe!" 
their preceptee and rales ) Did not the monkes, friers, ^^^ifj "i^j™ 
and other the supersticious religious, employe all theyr '^j^,^''"L 

SUPPLICATION. 8 M e™™ . 
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fi]iviwii«iiiii Btadye to knowe tlieir mlee and statutes 1 Do not the 

Dbuiii > knur- Coelginers at this daye set the boke of theyr statutes 

■uiBiK at libertie, streightlye commauudyng eche felowe mdei 

payne of punishemente to employ them, to hauo the 

through knowledge of the aamel And ahold we glory 

to be the flocke of Ghryst, and to be called of him 

And 111111 wa ChiistiaBS, when we do wUlyngly and wittyngly ex- 

from ■ kiioir]«i«* clude ooi selfe fiom. the kaowlege of the role which 

wh^'^M mM* ^^ bathe conuuatmded vs to folowe, on payne of damp- 

^mai^oB^'' nation of ouieaoulesl Wovdd youi Hyghnes thynke 

that man were willyng to do youi commaundement, 

that would not diligently reade ouer your Highnes 

letters sent from you to certifie hym of yoare wyll and 

pleasure in hys office t And what other thynge is the 

whole Scripture then the declar[at]ion of the wyl of 

God 1 Wer it lykely therfote, that we, excludjng our 

Bolaee from the knowledge tberof, ahold be willyng to 

itwt Ian do his wyll If we haae therfore reiected this merciful 

ofltir, whinBa profer of our mooet mercifull Father, when be Tsed 

HLgbnaHto youre Hyghnes, as hys instrumente, to publyshe and 

to^wTwal^ s^t forthe hys mooat Ijuelycke Worde, wheiin is de- 

JJJJ^'^' dared the inestimable loue that he beare towardea vs, 

in that he gaue hys onelye Sonne to be an acceptable 

sacrifice for oure synnee ; and the vnspekable mercy 

which caused him to accept tb as iust, enen for his 

i<* ■• T^«t Sonnes sake, without our workes or deeeruinges ; let va 

now humbly fal downe prostrate before hia Maiestye, 

wyth perfecte repentance of this, the contempte of hie 

mercifuU gyfte ; moost humbly besekinge hym, of his 

infinjte goodnes, tenderly to beholde the doloures of our 

hertes, for that we neglected so mercifull a profere; 

■ndtMHohHina and to foi^t oure obstinocie ther in, geuynge yoni 

DUMiiii^. Hyghnes sucbe desire of oure saluation, that yon wyll 

as fiinorably restore vnto vs the Scriptnre in onre 

English toDge, as yon dyd at the fyrst translation tber- 

^id^w'ih. °^ "* '* abrode. -Let not the adnersaries take occasion 
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to say, the Bible was of a traytouis settinge forthe, and biu* <•» m 

forth hy tli4 

not of your Hyghnes owne doynge. For bo they re- iniior ihomi* 

porte, that Thomas CiomweU, late £arle of Essex, vaa ud not by you 

tiie chyfe doer, and not youie Hyghnes, but as led by ^^^j^i by 

bim All thys thei do to withdraw the mindes of vs ""^ 

(your Hygfaneseea subieetea) from the readyng and 

study therof Which thyng doth easely appere by the 

dil^nce they shewe in aettyng fiirth and execution of 

your Hyghnes proclamationa and iniunctioDB coiisem- 

yng the same. For when youre Highnes gane com- roarprociuiut- 

maimdement that thei shoulde se that there were in thmntibL* 

euery paryeh churche, within thys your Highnea mmrr Jlareh 

realme, one Byble at the least set at iibertie, bo that JJ^''™' "" 

euery man myght froly come to it, and read therin, "^^jIJI^ 

suche thynges as should bo for hia consolation, manye J^^, ^.h^ 

of this wicked generation, as well preystee as other ^S^*^'in^',*" 

their f^ythful adherentes, wuld pluck it other into the i*" ""'"^ 

quyre, other ellea into som pue, where pcve men durst utoocui 

not presume to come. Yea, ther is no smale uumbra 

of chniches that hath no Byble at aU. And yet not udthu""*' 

Buffised with the withholdyng of it from the pore of dwHd thu no 

their owne parishee, they neuer rested tyl they had a it(i^rinia«fi 

commaundement from your Highnes, that no man, of ^[J^ " "^ 

what degree so eoer he war, should read the Bible in 

the tyme of Goddes sendee (as they call it) ; as though 

the heaiyng of theyr Latin lyes, and coniuryng of 

water and salte, were rather the eeroice of God, then 

the study of his most Holy Worde, the onelye foode of 

our sonles, and lyf^t of oni fote steppes; wythout 

whiche no man can walke vpryghtly in perfect lyfe, 

worthy our name and profession. 

This was theyr diligence in aetfynge forthe the 
Byble at your Hyghneeae commaundement. But when wi™ your 
yonr Highneaso had diuised a proclamation for the ordmibi 
bumynge of certen translations of the Newe Testament, Ssnl^'ttwifc- 
they were so bold to bume the whole Bibles, because j 
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the}' vere of those mens tmnslations. Aad yf yoni 
Gyghnesae woulde enqaiie of them whoe toke the 
pajnee in translatinge the Great Bybie that youi High- 
nea hath authorised, we thynke they coulde not, for 
voiye shame, denie, but, euen agaynsta thejr wylles, 
grannt, that those poore men, whose paines & greate 
tranayle they haue rewarded with fire and banishment, 
r were the doers ther of. See, gtatiouse Prince, how 
they play bopipe with your Highnes commaundementea, 
suppressinge, in al that they daie, the thyng that youre 
Highnesse hath authorised ; euen as it were men that 
loked for a faire daye, which we trust, in the Lorde 
lesu, they shall neuer see. As we herd say, they pro- 
fered your Highnesse, that if it wolde please you to 
call in the Bible agayne (for as much as it was not faith- 
fully tnuialated in al partes) they wold ouer see it, and 
with in .vii. yeres set it forth agayne. A wiles ; wo 
intinitberwe™ think they haue red the story of a certen man, who, 
iirhoi«T»d!ii.iift beynge condemned to die, profered that, if he might 
haue bis life, he would doo his prince such a pleasure 
as neuer man dyd, for bee woulde, wythin the space of 
.xiiii. yeres, teach him an ase to daunce. Where vpon 
he had bis lyfe graanted him, vpon condition that yf he 
dyd not performe his promessed enterprise, that then 
he shoulde neuer the lesse suffer deathe. Thys done, 
he was demaujided of one of his familiers, why he was 
BO madde to take Tppon him such an enterprise, so 
f^rre heyonde all reason and possibilytie ) He answered, 
bypMiniriiieto "myfrend,hold the content; I haue wrought wysly, 
dunce" iTieiui. for wyth in these xiiii. yeares, other the kynge, I, oc 
the asse, shalbe dead ; so that by thys meanes I shall 
escape thys reprochfull and shamfull death." So your 
Tiiej troited tbu byshopcs (most vietoriouse Prince) if they might haue 
«mnta woaia gotten in the Bible for vii yeres, they wolde haue 
Bible forcotKn, trusted that by that tyme, ether, youre Highnes 
shoulde haue ben dead, or the Bible forgotten, or els 
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they them eelues out of your Highues teache, so that ocihamKirB! «i 

you should not haue had like power ouer them as you 

haue nowe. Wei, go to, ire trust ere the vii. yerea be 

past, God «ha1] reuaile ynto youi Highnes moch more 

of theyr suhtyll imaginationB then we are worthy to 

know ot Moreouer, wil your Highnee ee howe fayth- 

fully they dyd youre commaundemewt, when you ap- Two wtn 

poynted two of them to ouer loke the tianslation of the ^u»k a^ 

Bible 1 They sayd they had done yonre Highues com- ' 

mftundemont theria, yea, they set their names there to- Bndwtiheit 

to ; but when they sawe the worlde som what lyke to imotf umt lud 

■wrjnge on the other eyde, they denyed it, and said 

they neuer medeled therewith, cauaysg the prynter to nftarwirin ihe; 

takeout theyr names, which were erst set before the <iiiiiBat,iviiig 

Bible, to certifle aU mew that thei had diligently pe- SSmJd^it. 

rosed it according as youi Highues had commaunded. 

One other poynt of theyr diligence your Highues may 

not* in the settyng furth and vajng of yonre Hyghnea 

Primer both in Englysh and Latin. And in the 

diligent readyng vnto the people, the eshortabion to Th«; um md 

prayer, which you ordeyned and commaunded to be pwjer, m min- 

redde alwaies before the Prossession in Englysh. We hibiuihi, 

thynk no man can blameles say, that euer he beard one 

of them reade it twyse ouer. Toa, when your Highnes 

was returned from youre victory done at Bullyn, they 

dyd what they coulde to haue called it in agayne. In 

80 much that they caused all such parishes as they 

myght Gommaunde, to vse theyr olde Kyre Eleyson 

agayne. And yet to this daye, thei vse, on sotempne md <m Feut 

feastes, to folow theyr olde ordinary, not withstand- ordt'jjj.'" 

yng your Highnes conunaundemeut. But when thei wh™ th«j ouih 

katch any tiiyng that soundeth to the contrary, it shall uK,ii"^ "^ 

not escape so, we waiiant you. It shalhe swynged in 'i"^^^^" 

euery pulpyt wyth, "this is the Kyi^es gratioua ^.IJjii'S'i. 

wyll ; and yet these heretickes wylbe atyll doyng in the 

Scriptures. A siomaker, a cobbler, a tayler, a boy not 
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yet XX. yeres of age, shal not stycke to repioae that a 

lerned nmime of xL yearee etudye shall affyrme in tlie 

Tbtr«yhoir declaration of Gods Word. how godly wer the 

pwpiiiiHdfaitKi people dispOBod, when thei knew uothyng of the 

Scriptttro, but aa thei were taught by profound clerkes 

how lunj and well lemed men ! Then were there hospitals 

bniu. buylded for the poore. Then wer there colegea buylded 

fymita^ for the maintenannce of iemyng." Tea, if they dunst 

uid iroidd idd, they would aay, "Then were abbayea & chaimtriee 

ttauota mn fonnded for the realyfe of the pore eoulea in the bitter 

If iii^4ir>r' payns of Purgatory. Then were oui purses filled with 

the offerynges of the denout people that Tsed to seke 

the blessed images, and lelick^ of out Sauior Christ, & 

of his Blessed Mother Mary with the residue of his 

saints." If your Highnes would rayse vp but one abbe, 

chauntry, or pilgrem^^, you shold easely perceioe 

If ihijtaid their which way thei are bent. We dout not but for these 

voiidiHibeiMt 'vii. yeies folowyng, masoTts occupation, with other be- 

tndfgoiiiK. longyng to buyldyng, would be the best handy craftes 

Wapnjthit within this your royahue. We praye God their aubtill 

nur •i^^'ooiii. imaginations maye alwaies come to lyghte before thei 

uiJ?™S^ preuail to the hinderawce of Gods veritie. And that it 

may please hym alwaies to assist your Highnes in the 

defendyi^ and settyng furth of the same, to hys glory, 

and the soul helth of va, your Highnes most faithful & 

thu ihwtitnnij obedient subiectea. And that you leaue not of, tyll you 

onti haue roted out al these sturdy beggers, that the pore 

members of Christ may haue that porsion to lyue vpon, 

which was from the beginnynge apointed for them. 

mid that ibe We meane the x. part of euery mans yerly increase. 

mKi'i'int™. For though, at the commyng of Christ, and long before, 

cdiy go to tha tiigae tenthes were geuen to the priatea of the lawe, yet 

before Si^ was it not so &om the beginnynge ; for at the fyrata, 

a*ijm '^"' because the world was not so replenished with people, 

but that euery man was a great posseseioner, it waa 

thought good to take of the best of their increase and 
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to offer it to the liuyng God in eacrilice, as it apperetli 

by the storie of Abel and Cain. But whan the people 

giBwe to BO gTeat« a nombre that eueiye man coulde 

not hauB a eufficient porsion to l;ue vpon, vnlesee be 

weie able to l&boure and tyll the grounds ; then was it 

prouided that eueiy possesaioneT ehoulde set the tentb 

of his yeaiely incirease in the porche of bys house, that 

the lame, blinde, sycke, and diseased, myght be tbere 

leleued. This order continued tyl the time that Thmi 

Moyses, by the commaandemeut of God, gaue a laws lot ■'« 

to the leraelitea, and appoynted that a certayne kynred priMU, 

amongest them, that is, the Leuites, shuld be alwayes 

theyr priestea, and mynisteis of tbe Tabemacie; vnt« *hon 

whom he appoynted certayne partes of enery sacii£ce, «T.rT>i 

that they myght lyue theiby. For as yet tbere was no 

tenthea to be paied, for theii they were in their iomey 

fro7n Egypt, which iomy continued ful xL yeies ; but 

after that they wer once settled in the Lande of wh.m 

Piomesse, and gathered the fiiiytea of the gtoimde, they t*ntbi i 

thought good to geue tbe tenthee of tbeyi increase to wm gi 

the priestes that miniatred la the Tabernacle, that they ^^^i 

myght lyue ther vpon, accoidyng to the woides of the 

prophet Mai. iii : — " Bring in eueri tenth into my bam, 

that tber may be meat in my honse." But then ther 

was an other prouyaion for the poore, Leui. xxiii. ottwrpromim 

For no man myght lease, rake, or gleane bis groonde pnor.ioihit the 

after he had gathered of his croppe. Noo, they mighte ^,^ iq oi, 

not gather their grapes nor bates twyse, but must leue f^°" " 

tbe latward &uit, with the scateryng of theyr come, ica 

the poore to gather, that they mygbte hane some relyefe 

therby ; this order cowtinned to tbe eommyng of Chiyst. 

After whose eommyng, the CbriBtian sort had all Attmciirirt, 

thyngee commune, so that no man knewe of any in- had lu m 

crease, for aa mucb as no man toke anye thynge for bya 

owne, Actes iiii. But when the numbie of Christiana Tbtedidnot 

(increased so mucbe that they possessed bole cyties, tbtrinsnoMd 
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coDnfaeys, & fcyngdomee, it was thou^t good that eneiy 
man should knowe hfs owne, to the intent that such as 
other wyse wonlde haue lyued f dly shoolde therby be 
proaoked to labouie, as apeareth by the mle that Saint 
Paul gane to the Teesaloiiians, iL Tessaloni. iii^, which 
iras Ihys : — " Who so labometh not, let hym not eat." 
Yet was ttier no tenthee payd to the ministeis, for 
Fanll wrytinge to the Corinthians, L Conn, iz., deeiieth 
them to be good to such as labonie in the miitiBtration 
of the Gospell, affiiminge that it is but mete that suche 
as eerae the anlter, should haoe a liuynge therby ; and 
that it were taire vndesent to mnsell the oxe that 
tranaylletb all the daye in treadyng the come out of 
the ettawe, Dentro. xxr. "Which thinge fae neded not 
to haue done, yf the tenthes of ech mans enciease had 
as than ben genen to tbem; for that myght haoe 
sufficed them well ynough (onlesBe tiiey had ben as 
giedye as oore ministres bee, whiche be neuei satisfied^). 
Yet aftet thys, whan tiie Christian religion was thorowl j 
stablyshed in many congregations, & many men had 
laboured ouer the Scriptures, they thoughte good to pro- 
nide for the poore impotent creatoree accordiuge^ to the 
example of the auncient fatheis of the olde lawe. And 
bycause they were perswaded that Christ, offering Tp 
him selfe Tpon the crosse, had ended all sacrifice, 
Hebie. z., so that the ministers amonge them ueded not 
to bee pestered with any other thing then preachii^[, 
they agreed to adde Tnto the preachers an other sort of 
ministere, which myght sapplie the office of holy Stenen, 
and the other which, in tiie primatiae church, were ap- 
pointed to distribute the goodea of the congregation., 
accoidinge as euerye man shonlde stand in neade, Actn. 
n vi. To these men they gaua the tenthe of theyr yerlyo 
encieaae, to the intent that they shoolde there vpon 
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mimater all necessaries, as well to the pieacheis, bs to 
the poore impotent membree of the churche. 

But after that peTsequutiort hegan to sease, & the wiu>ui»nwcn- 
prechets of the -worde of God liued in peace, and that twa, >nd 
the people were fully bente to leame & followe the in pesos, an* 
doctrine of Cbriste; they dyd by the preachere, as the £^*^^" 
Israelites wolde hane doone by Ohriste, vhen he had 
fede so many of them vryth so lytle bread, lohn vL 
They made thewi theyr rulers, thinkynge that those they nude 
men which had broughte them out of the darkenea of mia™, thinking 
erroure, and iustracted them in the true knowledge of v^mosi 
God, conlde best goueme the publike* weale. And ■"''e'^- 
yroulde walke moat vpryghtly in example of lyfe, com- 
peHinge the people ther by, to embrace all godlye & 
honest lyuinge, and to detest and abhore the coniiaji. 
This was their intewt (most gracious Prince) whan they 
gaue rule to the preachers of Goddes troth and rerite. 
And in very dede the thinge proued according to their TUi nniend 
Kqwctatiow, for a season. 

But alasae, after the true shepherdea were departed *ft*r thew 
out of thys lyfe, there entred into the foulde most 
rauening woulfes, of whom Saint Paule gaue vs wam- 
yng, whan he said " 1 know for a certenty, that imme- 
diatly after my departinge from yon, there shall enter 
in amonge you certen in aheppea clothing, but inwardly woIvmcuihIdIo 

II 11- If A 1 thsfoLd, 

they are rauenang woUes, Act. xx. 

The lyke thynge dyd Sainte Peter forsee, when he 
premonished the elders, that they shold not behaue 
themseluefl toward the people, as men hauing dominio» 
ouer them, i. Pe. t. 

These hiorlinges intended not to maintain & in- who only 
crease the spiritual treasure of the congregation, but to gii tbeir coSen 
fyl their owne eoffera with golda and vajme treaaure j J^ J,|^„ 
to bringe them seluea aboue Mnges and emperours, JJ[J[^,'^'"||,„ 
yea to be taken for Goddes vicars vpon earthe. And "^ •mpwoti. 
' Orfe. pubiike. 
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that the; mf^ the aoner 1>riitg« thia their pnrpoae to 
paBBe, they peraaaded the people that it should be 
much more conuenient that they had the tenthee & 
patrimony of the chorch (as they cal it) them the 
deocofW, vhom the people had elected there Tnto, And 
that it ehoulde he more beeeaming that the deacones 
were at theyr fyndinge^ thea that they shoulde be at 
the deaoous findings ; for they wonlde kepe hospitality 
for the poore, accoidinge as the institution of the 
Apostles was that they should; irbiche thynge they 
could not do onles tJiey had wher withal to maintain it 
By these meanes were the people Bone persuaded to geue 
vnto them not onely the tenth, but certein poeseesions 
also, to thentent thei might maintayne the more liberal 
hospitality foi the relieue of the poie. This done, all 
theyr stndy was to set them seluee so hyghe in the oon- 
scieace of the people, that they slioulde take all theyr 
traditions to be of no lease autboritie then the com- 
maundement of God. To do this they conld find none 
BO ready a way as to name theyr traditions tbe lawes of 
the church. For yf we beleue that Chiiste is the heade 
of the chorche, and that he is God ; then muate we 
neades graunt that the lawea of the church be Goddes 
lawes. O diuelish enbtilliB, mote then serpentical I 
What subtyl fouler coulde baae diuised a more subtyl 
trayne to bring the x>oore, simple byrdea into his nette) 
Certes, yf al the deuels in hell had ben of theyr counsel 
(as we thinke they were) they conld not haue concluded 
Tpon a more subtil imagination. Xow haue they 
ynough, what neadeth them to seke any further ) Now 
may they eomioaunde va to bujlde them goodly 
cbuiches with hyghe eteaples, & greate bdlee to ryi% 
oure pence into theyr paises, when our frendea be dead. 
Kowe may tbey make ya belene that tlieyr masses be 
helpful sacriiices, both for the quick and tbe dead. 
Nowe must we beleue that the Popes pardons do re- 
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lease Tb both from payne and faute, bat Christ releaseth 
the faute only. Saw must we beleue they can make of ti 
two oieatnres one, that is to say, coniure water and n 
Balte th^t it be made a medicine both for bodye & 
Boule ; and of snch force that it may be able to roote 
ont the deaell him self with all hya anngels and minis- 
ters. Kowe must we belene that repentaunce auayleth a 
TB not, onles we declare all our synnea, with the circum- uniwln o^tUi 
Btaunce therof, to one of them, and do such aatiafaction *" ' * 
as they shal appoint vb to do, Now can we not denye w. murt heiitn 
but that the outiagiouse belowing of a sorte of ' sodomi- m^aic it the 
ticall buls, mynglod with the proud pipyng of organs, """" ' 
is the Beruice of God, and worthy to be preferred before 
the redyi^ and preching of Gods Worde. 14'ow must UiMHairiiii»i 
we beleue that God wyl not heaie our piaier onles we unitX^^'^ 
be in fauonie with some of the deade aaintee which ct^uuiau. 
wyl be our aduocate. Kow must we beleue that the w* mui i»u*n 
making and gilting of ymt^ies, building of abajse, ortaug«.ih^ 
churches, chauntries, gyldea, Lermitages, and gyuinge »ii^^ifoii«n 
of boke, bell, cawdelfitioke, basen, yower, crwetes, pax, 01™^^^^ 
chalyse, corporace, veatimwttefi, aulter clothes, curtens, ^^taM,'^!™^ 
hangingee, towels, torches, tapure, shepe, sensoures, U^^^rtil^j 
pixese, coopes, cannebes, & runnyng on pilgrimage, is 
more acceptable to God then the viL workes of mercy. 
Now must we beleue that they can not erre, though wa nuwt hm 

IklUi in en 

they set Tp the bloude of a ducke to be honored for the inMUNiiur of cha 
Terye blonde of Cbriste, thoughe they made the £oode vnij Ht up th* 
of Kente to wagge hys yies, thougli they were bandea & K«nt. 
fomicaton with the holy whore of Kent. We maye wa uui tbink 
not thinke they ought to marye wyues, thot^ we take 
them dayly abnsinge other mens wynes. We muste «*oiutnatav 
not saye that they are tanenynge woulfes, but the true •aiFH, ouagh 
shepherdes of Christ ; although we see them bothe bye mtZn t^ 
& sell the coRgregaciona of Christ ; & when they hane chrut. 
them, loke for nought els but what yearelye rentes may 
' Orig. al 
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TcrarHigbMM be clearlye reased therof. Toure Hyghnes knoweth 
d«in ta bad Ty^hte veil wliat desyie they h.aue to fead the flocke, 
for it is not yet many yeatee sense yoare Hyghueese, in 
your bygh Courte and Failianveut, was, by theyre 
how ■ uw »u negligence, conattayned to establiahe a lawe, that, mder 
ibam to jjiwch payne of a forfeyte, they ahoulde preache in eneiy of 
theyi; paiyahea fooie tymee in a yoate at the leste, and 
that none shonlde haue moe beneficee then one, wbei- 
BntaMTpkHdid vpon he Aoulde bo reasident. But here they pat your 
afjonrv^a?, Eighnee in mynde of all auch chapelyna aa do seruice 
niund toTtU to yODie Hygtines, and to other your nobles of this yonr 
offln. eithir realme, besides other, certein graduatea of the vni- 
ot doUbT^ " ueraitieB. Wherevpon it was piouided, by the anthor- 
ite of the eayd parliament, that euery such ohaplayn 
myght haue many henifices, and be non residence, to 
lye at the vniueisitie, or els where, at his pleasure, so 
he wer in any of your nobles aemice. Ob gratious 
Prince, here are we, your natural, and moat obeisaiit 
leage people, constrayned to forget (with all humble 
w. «™ ompeiied auhicction we apeke it) that we are of nature & by the . 
jour antijicu, ordiuaunce of God your mout bounden subiectes, and to 
wh*'"'iih' '^"^ to Temembraunce that by our second byrth we ar 
'■ your brotheis and felowe seniauntes (altbougbe in a 
much inferior minist«ry) in the' houshold of the Loide 
our God. Most humble beseking your Higbnea to for- 
get also in thys poynfe that you are our Le^e Lorde 
and Souerayne, taking our wotdes as a token of the 
feruent desire that we (your most faithful subiecta) 
ill* haue of your aollea aaluation. Achabe kyng of Israel, 
uoth, whan he int«nded to make a viage, and to take by force 
ijg the country and inbabitantes of Eamoth Giliade, he 
caused hys prophetes, to the nombre of CCCC. false 
lid prophetes, to be brought before him, that he might 
know by them whether the Lord wolde prosper bis 
iomey or not. These &lse prophetes, standing in the 
sygbt of the kyuge, & beinge demau/ided of him, 
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whether he eholde make expedition against Eamoth or 
not, answered with one voice, " Make expedition, the 
Lord shal geue it into the bandes of the king," iii. Eeg. 
xxii.' In lyke maner {moat dread Sonerayne) yoar 
Hyghnes & yonie moatnohle ptodicessotira, hane alwaie Mh»«r™, 
consulted a great nonibre of false prophetes, which, as dK«un, ^e 
Achabea prophei«s dyd, propbeisied Tnto you lies ; 7<h1i«i 
wringyng & wreatynge the Scriptures to stablishe your 
Hygbnes in all such thjmges as they perseyued you 
beret vnto. And if at any tymo anye true Micheaa 
baue prophesied vnto you the truethof Gfods "Words, whiiahtwuo 
one Sedechiaa oi other hoxeth bim on the cbeke that «u bunt. 
he reimetb streigbt into the fyre. So that hitherto YonrHighnH 
tbey bane led your Highnea in this detestable erroure, h, ^,b to ihei 
that you thyncke it lawfull ftit you and your nobles, to ibiwh"r** 
reward those false flattering Babilon[i]call prophetbes S^^^'""* 
wyth that porcion which, by the ordinauwce of God, is 
dwe to the poore impotent creatures, the lame, blynde, 
lazer, & sore membrea of Cbriste, We heseke you 
(most deare Soueraiue) eaen for the hope jou baue in 
the redemption by Christ, that you call to remem- semembsr tiu 
braunce that dreadfuU daye, whan- your Higbnease jodgquDt, 
shall stande before the iui^ement seat of God in no 
mote reputation tbeyi one of those miserable creatures wh™ joo win 
which do nowe daylye dy in the stretes for lack of tbeyr tua in tin 
dwe porsion, wherwith you & your nobles do reward 
those gnatonical elbowhangers, your chaplaines. Tf 
theyr miniatrie he so necessary to your Higbnes that ifioarHighn 
you can not lacke them, yet let not the vnsasiable wiuiooiuibw 
dogges deuour the bread that waa prepared for the cbil- ^re tbom iivi 
dren ; let them be appoynted lyuinges worthy their mMaf™tioi." 
ministration. What reason is it that a surueyer of why >houw 
bildinges or landes, an alckmiat, or a goldsmith, sboulde aicusmiM;, m 
he rewarded with benefice vpon benefice, which of very benefli™, 
reason oughte to be committed to none other but such 
' 1 Kings zzii. in the Antborieed Terdon. 
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wkMi oBght odIj SB, througli godlj leminge and conueisation, wer able, 
tmuj ud iMnHd and would apply tliem Beluea, to walke amydee theyr 
flocka in al godly example and puritie of lyfe 1 Howe 
greate a numbie ia there of theym tliat, Tnder the 
name of your chaplynea, may diepend yerly by bene- 
ficea, some one C, some CC, some CCC., some CCCC, 
eome CCCCG. ; yea, some H. markes and moie I It 
is a comone soiyng among tb, youi Hyghnea pore com- 
mons, that one of your Highnes chapplene, not many 
jerea aynce, veod, when be Inated to ride a brode for 
hys repast, to caiy wyth hym a scrowie, vherin wei 
written the names of the pariehes wherof he waa parson. 
Aa it fortuned, in hys journey he aapied a cbnrche 
standynge ypon a fayre byll, pleaaauntly beset with 
(BtiHTorth* groues and playn feldea, the goodly grene medowes 
b>dHm^° liyng beneth by the banckee of a cbristalliae tyast 
"^ garnished with wyllouae, poplers, palme trees, and 

alders, most beautiful to behold This vigilant pastoui^ 
taken with the syghte of this terestial paradise, aayd 
vnto a seruaunt of his (the clerke of his signet no 
doubte it was, for he vsed to caiy his masters lyng in 
his mouth) " Eobin," sayd he, "yonder benefice 
standeth very pleasantly, I would it were myne." The 
ikttiMdUD't aemaunt aunswered, "Why, eyr," quoth he, "it is 
h»i«^ttim?" your owne benefice ; " and named the parish. "Is it 
so % " quoth yout chaplen. And with that he pulled out 
his scroole to se for oerteutie whether it were so or not, 
8e (moat dread Souemyn) what care they take for 
the flocke. When they Be theyr parysh ohuiohea they 
Vow HighDM knowe theim not by the sittnatiou. If youie Highnes 
tommitj^ir ^^^ 80 uiaiiye awyne in youre royalme as you haue 
T^^ot' ™*''i would ye commyt them to the kepyng & fedyng 
Ir'^w'^ of such Bwynherdee as did not know theyr swynBecotes 
rt"^"^ when thei aawe theym) Oh merciful God, how far 
*''™- wide is this our tyme from the primatiue church ! De- 

fer not (moost deare Soueiaine) the reformation of thia 
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mjaac. ; for the Aaj of the Lord is at Land, and Bhall 

come Tppon va as a thefe in the nyght, ii, Peter iiL 

Disceiue not your selfe through the false gloses of 

these flatteiyng ipocrytes. Tume them oat aftet theyr TDnitii««it 

brethren, the pyed purgatory patriaikeB ; and restore to jmiLm, 

the poore members of Chriet theyr due portion, which chrufi pom 

they trusted to haae receiued, when they sawe your SaponiflB. 

Highnee tnrne out the other sturdy bej^eiB. But alas I 

thei &iled of theyi expectation, and are now in more 

pemirye than eoer they were. For, although the stuidy rh< poor p>t 

b^gers gat all the denotlon of the good charitable Smta, 

people from them, yet had the pore impotent creatuiea 

Bome lelefe of theyt scrappes, where as nowe they* haue toi nmr iimr 

nothyng. Then had they hospitals, and almeahouses to ttt!n°u«"^' 

be lodged in, but nowe they lye and storae in the ^^''^^^u, 

stretes. Then waa their number great, but nowe much ^«u. 

greater. And no merueil, for ther is in ated of these 

sturdy beggera, crept in a sturdy sorte of extoisioaers. 

These men cesse not to oppreese vs, your Highnes poie Eitortioaniiiav* 

commons, in such sort that many thoueandee of ts, »ppn> tiw poor 

which here before lyued honestly vpon our sore labour ' 

and trauayl, bryngyng vp oui chyldien in the exercise 

of honest labore, are uow constrayned some to begge, """"""^^ 

some to borowe, and some to robbe & steale, to get food 

for va and our- poore wiues & chyldren. And that 

whych is most lyke to growe to inconnenieuce,' we are 

constrained to suffer oiir chyldren to spend the flour of ouichuaim 

|TOir Dpla 

theyr youth in idleuee, bringyug them Tp other to bear i<u«ieM. 

wallettes, other ales, if thei be sturdy, to stuffe prisons, "o mob pruom, 

and gamyah galow trees. For such of ts as haue no pos- or guniiii iba 
sessions lefte to ve by ouie predicessouis and elders 

departed thia lyfe, can nowe get no ferme, tennement, w« ™n g.t m 

hrm, [iO(DniL(<i 

or cottage, at theee mens handes, without we paye vnto 
theim more then we are able to make. Yea, this was 
tollerable, so long as, after this extreme exaction, we 
wer not for the residue of our yearea oppressed with 
' Orig. (hye. 
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nntiiinnjHd much greater rentes then hath of ancieat tyme bene 

miuli Uibar thm 

iha; wtn. paied for the same groundes ; for than a man myght 

within few yerea be able to recouer his fyne, and afler- 

waide lyue honeatly by hys traueL But now these 

extoraioners haue so improued theyi laudes that they 

make of sL s. fyne xL poimde, and of v. noblea rent 

V. pound, yea, not sufficed with this oppreaeion within 

AMxTiimdiin theyr owne inheritaunce, they buy at your Highnes 

ktD(, hand such abhay landes as yoa appoint to be sold. 

And, when they stand ones ful seased therin, they 

make va, your pore commons, so in dout of their threat- 

Mduiebnjeft ynges, that we dare do none other but bring into their 

bring In onr cOQrtes OUT coples taken of the couentee of the late dia- 

solned monastaiies, and confirmed by youi« Hygh 

Conrt of Parliament, thei make ts beleue that, by the 

vertue of your Highnes sale, all our former writynges 

udukdwir are voyde and of none efi'ect. And that if we wil not 

liwM. Mlling u 

uutiuonr take new leases of them, we must then forthwith avoid 

■n void, the groundes, as hauyng therm none entrest. Moreouer, 

when they can espy no commodious thyng to be 

boughte at your H^hnea hand, thei labour for, and 

optayne, certayne leases for ixi. yeres, in and Tpon such 

abbaj landes as lie commodlously for them. Then do 

they dashe ts out of countenaunce with your Highnes 

authorite, makyng tb beleue that, by the Tcrtue of your 

HighnSs leas, our copies are voyde. So that they com- 

whm we MRht pell TB to Surrender al our former writingea wherby we 

or iiuwi Una ought to holde some for ii. and some for iii. lyues, & to 

take by indenture for xxi yerea, oueryng both fynes & 

rentes, beyonde all leaaon and conscience. This things 

cauaeth that suche posaessioners as here tofore were 

waaimMMBd able and vsed to maintain their owne chyldren, and 

to Hiioot, some of oiira, to lemyng and suche other qnalitea aa are 

necesaaiye to be had in this your Highnes royalme, are 

thaTmutinbaiir now of neceBsite compelled to set theyr owne children 

the not. to labour, and al is lytle inongh to pay the lordes renty 



,,CoogIc 



MEN LOOK FOB IBB KINO's DEATH. 81 

& to take the house asew at the eode of the yeres. So 

that yre your pooie commons, which haue no gronndes, 

nor are ahle to take any at these extoTsloneia handes, 

can fynd no way to set ova chyldrere on worke, no, 

though we prefer them for meat & iiytik & poore 

clothes to couer their bodies. Heipe, merciful Frynce Help w in onr 

in this extremite; suffer not the hope of so noble a »iri™iioiniflir 

lealme vtterly to perysh, through the vnsatiable deayre rwimtoperiih! 

of the posseasionets. Eememhoi that you shal not leaue 

this kyi^edonie to a straunger, but to that child of 

great towardnea our moat natural Prince Edward; em- stodTt*i«vB 

ploy your study to leaue hym a Commune Weale to Edwerd,* 

goueme, and not an iland of brute beastes, amongest dm u i>iuid «t 

whom the strongest deuour the weaker. Eemembie Bemembet jbh 

that your ofSco is to defende the innocent & to punyah uu>iDii<>«nit.wid 

the oppressar. God hath not suffered al your nobles tbeopfUsHr. 

to diatayne their consciences with this most vngodly 

oppression. If your Highnes would take in hand the ifyon wiu 

redresee of these great oppressions, dout ye not you giievinMroa 

could lacke no ayde, for he is faythfull that hath ' 

promysed to prosper al them that aeke his glory and 

the welth of his pore membres in this church mylitant. 

Contrariwjse, if you auffre his pore membres to be thus 

oppressed, loke for none other then the ryghtefull 

iudgoment of God, for your negligence in your offyce 

and mynistery. For the bloud of all them that, through iri>oi,iii*)ikiod 

your n^ligemce shal peiyah, shalbe required at your bjrtmr 

hand. Be merciful therfore t4) your selfe, & vs your ^ibanqnircd 

most obeisant snbiectes. Indanger not your solle by ^" 

the aufCeiyr^ of vs, your poore commons, to be brought 

all to the names of heggers & most miserable wreches. 

Let TS be vnto your Highnes, as the inferiour membres 

of the bodye to their head. Kemembre that your hore e 

heares are a token that nature maketh hast to absolue ■ 

the course of your lyfe ; preuente the subtile imagina- i^ end, 

tions of them that gaipe, and loke after the crowne of taigburtlmi oi 

SUPPLICATION. 6 
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■Ddiuppai« tbU lealme after your dales. For wliat greater hope 

can thei haae as conceining tliat^ detectable and 

deuylysh imagination, then that they might wjime tho 

hertea of ts, your Hyghuee commons, by the deliueryng 

V8 from the captiuite and myseiy that we are in 1 We 

WspnyjoB beBeke God, your Highnea maye lyue to put awaye al 

tiu conAiiioD of such occasions, and to bo the confusion of all snclie 

tiayteroua hertea ; and that youre Grace may se that 

worthy Prynee Edward able to gouerue and defend thia 

your lealme, vanquiehyng all his enemyse, bothe far 

■ndiHTODrKiii and nere, as your Highnes, by the ayde of Almightie 

tbt Mim. God, hath done hitherto. Defer not, most diead Soue- 

rayne Loide, the reformation of these so great enonnities ; 

for the wound is euen vnto death, if it continue anya 

whyle lenger. A prynee welbeloued of his people is 

muche more ryche then he that hath houses full of gold. 

And yet is he much more ryche that is beloued of God. 

For if God bee on your part, who can preuayle agaynst 

your Hyghnes) By tbys we meane the great and 

via i( nunpaat myghtie ahhuminatiou of vyce, that nowe rsyneth with* 

in this your Highnesae realme this day. For hordome ia 

more estemed then wedlocks, although not vniucisally, 

yet amongefit a great numbre of lycensious persons. 

simonr tiu i«4 Simoni hath lost hys name, and vsery is lawfull gaynes. 

uid uDrr !• These thinges, onlesse they be redressed, wyl bringe 

UBieii uuK the ire of God vpon the realme. For what doth it lesse 

r^tsHea, then declare th to be cleane fallew from the doctrine of 

OMwtutiotaai Christ, who taught va to lende, lokinge to haue no 

gayne therbyl What example of lyfe is in ts this 

daye to declare, that we rather bee the people of God 

then the lewea or Maometeuse t Certca (moat renomed 

Prince) none but that we confesse hym to be God. 

And that were sufficient, yf our deedes dyd not denya 

him. Yf the rulera haue geuen the occasion of these 

thynges, alas for them ; they had ben better to bans 

had mylstonea hanged about theyr neckea, and hauo 

' Orig. than 
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ben cast into the aea. But if the people haue taken it 

of them BelueH, and be not punished of the rulers, but 

be pennitted frelye to vse it ; the bind of them that 

perish shalbe requered at the watchmans hand, Ezechi. 

xxxiiL Thus princes are punished when the people 

ofiende. But now (most deare Soueraj^e) your Highnes 

may in this matter tiy your prelates ■whether they be KtheprBiotw 

of God or nat ; for yf they were of God, they woulde, 

acoordinge to the wordes of the prophet, neuer eeaae, 

but openly and with a criynge voyce, declare vnto the tiny ""i if n th» 

people theyr fiinltea, Eaai. Iviii, and not be hushed fimiu. 

wyth an acte in parliament ; for that detlareth them to 

be the setters forthe of mans tradicyona and not of 

Godes lawes, so that this saying of our Sauiour Christ 

is Terifyed in them : — "This people honoreth me with 

theyr lyppes, but their herte is fare from me : they 

tcache the doctrines and commauudementes of men," 

Math. XV. But here they thynke to stop oure mouthea Th«j leU u m 

vyth the feaie of youre HigbnesBO displeasure; they iiwiarthehin^ 

say youre Highnes lawes are Godes lawea, & that we t!h«"w™fQDA^ 

are as moch bounde to obseme them as the lawe of 

Grod geilen by Moysea. Trueth it is (most deare Lorde), Troe ; bnt if atj 

that we are bounde by the commaundement of God, to Ood-iUw^ 

obey your Hyghnesse, & all youre lawes set forth, by 

your Hygh Court of Parliament, but yf they dissent 

from or be contrary to anye one iote of the Scripture, 

we muate, with Ihon & Peter, say. Acta, iiii, "ludge wamnieBttu 

you whether it be better for vs to obeys God or man." m. 

We speake not this because we think by this, that we ws dont 07 

may rebel agaynst you, our natuiall Prince. But that lUnk winuj 

yf youre Hyghnes would enforce va by a law to do any but if 7™ wonw 

thing cOTitrary to that God hath commaunded vb, that wutMrg 

there we ought manfully to cleans to the truth of Godea Smi'iuw, 

word, boldly confessing the truth therof, fearing nothing 

the death of this body; and yet mooat bumble sub- 

mittinge oure seines vnt* yon, redy to abyde and 

pacientlye to Buffer what kynde of torment so euer 
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should bo leyd vpon va, knowing for certenty that we 

iimii are happy when we suffer persecutioE for the trathes 

sake, and that he ia faythfull that hath promeseed to 

be renenged of ouie iniuries. But these dombe dogges 

hane lerned to fame vpon them that vae to brings them 

bread, and to bee wonderful hasty when they be man- 

tayned and cherished ; but yf they he but ones byde 

cowche, they know their liripope so well that they draw 

lamb the tayle betwine the legges, and gette them selues 

streyght to the kennell. And then come who so wyll, 

and do what they wyll, these dogges wyll stere no more 

tyll they heare theyr maister saye, " hye cut and longe 

teyle." So frayd they are of stripes, and leste thfff 

ahoulde be tyde vp ao short that they myght not raynge 

a brode and wory now and than a simple lamhe or two. 

law Before it was passed by Acte of Parliament that men 

oaid myghte take x. li. by yeare for an hondreth pound lone, 

how vehement were they in the matter t All tbeyr 

Bennons were lytle other then inuectiuea agaynst vsery. 

Then they could alleage both Christ and the Psalmist 

to proue that Christen men ought to lende what they 

1) may spare, & to loke for no gaynes therof. Bat nowe 

they do not onlye holde them selues atyll as concem- 

ynge thye matter, but also they endeuoure to imitat, 

yea, and to passe the example of the extorsyoners and 

Tserers. For euen the laste yeare they opteyned by 

theyr importune aute, a graunte whych, yf it be not 

reuoked, wyll in eontinuaunce of tyme be the greateste 

Km impouirishmoit of vs your poore commons (and chyfiy 

in the citie of London) that eaer chanced sence the 

rtion- fyrst beginnyi^ therof. They haue obtayned, and it ia 

leyeiT enacted, that euery maw wythin the sayd cytie, shall 

yearly pay vnto them accordynge to the rentes they 

are charged wyth xvi. d, ob. of eueiy x. a. So that yf 

the lordes of the groundes do double & triple the renteiB, 

(as they do in dead) then most the pore tenaTites pnye 



,,CoogIc 



MO!IET FROM THB POOR 8t 

also double & triple tenthes as dwe eEcreaae of their 
riohes : this is not vnlyke vnto that which is practised w i» m ua lo 
in the eontry amongest -vs your H^hnes poors com- 
mones. Tor when it hath pleased God to punish va irith itiwihMp 
the rot of out ahepe, so that perhappes some one of vs ibe pmoni 
hathe hylded C. shepe, then haue some of the persons (in ihsm lo 
Gonstrayned vs to gene thorn x. of the feUes, for they thiTouitiu 
cal it increase so lof^ as wo sell them. And therfore "**^ 
must they {as Godes debities) take the tenth therof. 
Haue compassion vpon va (most gracilis Soueiaino) ; 
suifer not these vnsatiable do^es thus to eat ts oat of 
al that we haue ; considre that it is against al reason & 
oouscieace, that we, your pore commones, should be Dnn'tiitubg 
thus oppressed ; that where the landlorde taketh of ts ts pay duuMe 
duble & triple rent, that then we shall pay also to the ondoabLxir 
peraon duble or triple tenthes. But see {moost dere 
Souerayne) howe craflely they haue wroughte thys 
feate ; they reqnyre not the tenthea of the lande loidea 
that haue the increase, but of the tenauntes, whych of . 
necessitye are constrayned to pay to the lordes theyr 
askynge, other elles to be without dwellinge places. 
They know right well that yf they ehoulde haue 
matched them selues with the lacdelordes, they hap- 
pelye shoulde haue bene to weake for them at the w* (unot >uihi 
lengthe. But they were in good hope that we (your primu, odIw 
pooie commons) shoulde neuer be able to stande in auaiobud. 
theyre handes, as in verye deed we shall not onles your 
Hyghnea wyll voultsafe to take our cause in hand ; for 
yf we haue not wherwith to pay them, they mai, by 
the vertue of the acte distresse suche implementea as 
they shal fynde in our houses. They know our con- 
ditions of olde, sence they toke theyre mortuaries. Wo "• """i* ™*" 
had rather, in maner, famysh oure aelues for lack of fwle, trmbi. jom 
and to make right harde shyft besydes, then that we 
woulde be troubled for anye suche thyng. And dout- 
leeae (most renomed Prince) yf the oppression were not '"^^j^L v^ 
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Djt t>Hn 10 to moch beyond all reason and conscience, 'we voiilde 

ve •tumid tuT* neuer hane troubled youre Higbnes witli alL Yea, yf 

there were any hope that they would be aatiafied by 

w* wonid ruhw this. We woulde rather fast iii. day&s euery ireake, then 

* wMit tbu WB woulde seame to be alack in do jng all such thyngea 

kHpinc iht inw. as the lawe byndethe tb to. But we Be daylye bo 

great increase of tbeyre vnsatiable desire, that we fear . 

lest in processe of time they wil make th all begge an[d] 

Ptiopis i»B «' hiTnge to them all that we can gette. It is no rare 

tba BunmuC) things to Be the poors impotent creatures begge at Easter 

to pay for the Sacrament when they reeeane it. And 

tbarwiainir jt ia no lesse commune to se mew begge for snch dead 

corpaea as haue nothiage to paye the pristea duitie.' 

Tea it is not longe sence there was in yoor H^bnes 

AnakedKHTu cytie of Loudon a dead corps brought to the church to 

be buiyed, heyng bo poore that it was naked wyihout 

any cloth to couer it. But these charitable men, whicbe 

teache vs that [it] is one of the workes of mercy to bury 

the dead, woulde not take the paynes to bury the dead 

corpB, onlesse they had theyr dutye, as they call it. In 

ent Into tbe fyne, they caused the dead corps to be caryed into the 

m posr strete agayne, and there to lemayne tyll the poore 

rtho^MVi people, whych dwelled in the place where the pooi« 

creature dyed, had begged so moch as the pristea call 

theyr dwe. O merciful! Lord, who can be able worthily 

to lament the miserable estate of thys tyme t When 

nen who those men whiche in all tbynge professe to be the light 

nonDt, of the worlde, the teachers of the ignoraunte, & the 

of iha worid, leaders of the blynd, are so fare withoute mercy (whyche 

"■ Christe preferred before sacrifice) that they wyl not do 

so moch as wast a lytle of theyr breathe in readinge 

oner a fewe psalmes at the buryall of one of the poore 

membrea of Christ, onlesse they haue money for theyi 

uiiiieUitj labonre I And whan those persona whom the other, 

called spiritual, do compt but as brute beastea, callynge 

them temporall, shall showe more mercy, the badge of 

' Orig. diuitie. 
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the ChriBtian eouldieis, towardes the poors mewibres of 
Christ, then the^ which glory to be the trae prophetee 
of Christ, and succeseonreB of the Apostles I Yea, when TbrfrotMtm 
those paynted sepulctes be so merciles that they pitie iBuipnwbt 
not them, whom the verye infidelles woulde pitie I 
"Wher is theyr bo litle mercy showed as amoRgest 
them } In so much that theyr conetoase is growne into 
tbia pronerbe, " No peny, no pater noster," For they "Sa^tnaj.wi 
wyl not do that thyng wbych euery Christian is boimde 
to do for other, onlea they may be w^d for money ; 
they wedde and bury, and synge ful mery, but all for 
money. If your Highnea would call a compt of them, Th<iMfl»r 
and cause them to sbowe the Iwkoa of the nmnes of iiiHTiag« uid 
them that hane ben buryed & maried with in tbya utiw 
yeare, conferringe that numbre wyth the snmme of " "'' 
money they take for euery such burial & manage, you 
should easily peraeaue howe lytle neade they haue to 
oppresse ts with double & triple tentbes. Judge then 
(most victoryouse Prince) what an Tmesonable snmme 
the whole & grosse su^me of these enhanced t«nthea 
wyth other theyr pettyt bryburrye, draweth to. They ottfaj£iM, 
reeeaue of euery hondieth IL liii. li. jiv. a., & of the <ii iit 
thousande, one hnndreth, and xxsvii. li, x. s. Then 
may youre Highnea soone be certifyed what they receyue 
of the whole rentes of the citie. No doute (gracyouse 
Prynce) they receyue of vs yearely moora then yoor Tht nt^n 
Hyghnea dyd at anye tyme whan you were besette on hm>»« m°' 
eueiy syde wyth mortall enemyes. And yet theyr con- Ljmi enmiM ; 
science woulde eerue them wel jnowgh to take three ^J^ "'^ *" 
tymes as moche as they do, yf your Hyghnes woulde 
suffer them. For they vee to saye that, for as moche 
as it is establyshed by a lawe, they may, wyth good 
conscience, take it yf it were more. Yea yf your Hygh- 
nes woulde Bufitr them, theyr conscience woulde seme Th«T 'mid iithg 
them to lye wyth our wines euery ienthe nyghte, other wmpermitiM. 
els to haue euerye tenthe wyfe in the paryshe at theyre 
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pleasTiro. But oure tniat is that your llyghnesse wyll 
tye them sliorter, and to saye the truethe it is tyme ; 
long ibtj for jf you suffer them a whyle they wyU attempt to 
«ronr make your Highnes pay the tewthes vnto them as lowge 
as they haue payed them to you. Eoi they haue al- 
ready soughte oiite our ware houses, stora houses, stables, 
■soiDp<iii% wharffes, and l)arnee, causynge ts to paye, not onely tho 
Bin, tenthe for that we neuer payd before ; but also the vii. 

of out peny of the whole rentes, raised throughout tha whole 
cytie. Who can iudge other therfore (moost dieade 
rill [wjoire Souerayne) but that they wold, yf thei wist how, cause 
UiB With your Highnes to pay vnto them not only the tenth of 
your yerely reneuues, but also the tenths peny of all 
such spoiles as youie Highnes shall take in warres ; for 
they carp moch vpon Abrahams geuinge of the tenth of 
his spoils to Melchisedech. Wherfor most merciful 
Prince, consider with mercy this pitiful complaint of 
TS your most faithful subiects, doliuering vs from the 
mouthes of these vneaciable heastes, which do daylye 
employ them seines to deuoure ys, out wyues and chil- 
deme, euen as we were fode prepared for them to de- 
order uoure. Let the order that Faule toke withe the fayth- 
coHt full of the primatiue church, take effect in these our 
'^ days, the last day? of this miserable world. Let none 
eat that laboureth not, ii. Thessa. iii.' Let them also 
that be called to be preachers, haue the rewaide of 
preachers ; ouerlode them not with the possessions & 
ryches of this world, for the cares therof do choke the 
worde. Let not eche rauenynge woulfe that commeth 
wyth a shepehoke in hys hande he reccued as a shep- 
riit'i herde. Let not the simple lambes of Christ be com- 
n of mitted to the tuition of these so raueninge woulfes. Let 
not the porcion of the poore be committed to them 
that distribute not, but rather gather and heape vp, 
coumptynge all fyshe that cometh to the net. Let the 
' Orig. iiu. 
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worthy prophetea that walke diligeaUy in theyr voca- hot m -01*7 
eion, "be called to the gouemance of the spiritual flocke win >nik 
of Christ, and let them be repelled that come vncalled, vmOoD. 
we meane suche as sue to beate the name of youre 
Hyghnesae chaplaynes, onelye because they trust to 
optayne therby lordlyck liuinges oat of the porsion of 
the poors. Take pity (mooste mercifull Prince) vpon T«k« pity upon 
TS youie poore, and faythiiil leage people ; take pitty yourown wai, 
Tppon youre owne sonle, which shall at the laste daye lutbeeha^ed 
be charged wyth all abuses that your Hyghues sufTereth wnmgt yoa hnt 
frely to wygae. Beleue not those gnatonicall adhe- 
rentes that wyll not sticke' to affirme and denye, so that 
they may trust to please yon therby. Let then* not 
perswade youi Highnes that al is good that is concluded 
in your Hygh Court of Parliament. Eemembre, 0, Bwmmiierhtm 
howe they ledde your Hyghnes whan you sent forthe jonwhenioa 
your letters vnder your broode aeale, etreyghtly conj- lo.iaprocwn 
mftundinge euery and singuler your Highnes suhiectes, '" ' ™"' 
vnder payne of youre Highnes displeasure, to ayde, 
snpporte, and forther all and singular procktera & 
pardoners. Eemembre in what case they had brought Bememhor -iien 
iour Highnes whan you thought it godlynee to viset in imign ■na reiin 
your owne parson the graues, images, & rehckes of 
dead saintes, doing to them diuine honour & reuerence. 
Let them not perswade yon that God is or can be better Don't i(t ti» 
semed in the Latiue tong then in the Englysh ; con- jm ti»t and i> 
sidei what great fojly Saynte Paull counteth it for men «ith th« Krvice 
to pray, which is to taike wyth almighty God, in a tong i"*!^^ U^'* '* 
they vnderstand not, i. Corin. xiiii. Yea and how JJ^l^^^'* 
moch greater folly it is to thyncke holynes in hearynge 
a tale told in a straunge tong. Tour Hyghnes com- 
mauTided that none should receaue the Sacrament at 
Easter,^ but such as coulde and dyd vse the Lordes 
prayer wyth the arti^ea of the fayth in the Englysh tong. 
But they byd vs vse that which is most ready to vs. 
' Orig, stickt. * Orig. Erster. 
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Th.jbmpUMto They baptyse oure chyldeme in tlie Latyne long, 

ninr'Toio' beiiiiig vB say, ' Volo,' and 'Credo,' whan we kuow not 
■inndoat wliat it is that they demande of ra. By thia meane is 
uktd^D, i^ broughte to passe tliat we know not what we professe 
^MnV^H. ^ "''' baptiame, but superstitiously we think that the 
holynes of the wordes whych soond so straungly in oure 
eares^ & of the water that is so oft crossed is the doyng 
iridiudn- of all the matter. Tea we thyncke that yf our ehyl- 
wtuuMiiH dren be well plunged in the fonnte they shalbe health- 
uat maimwtt ^^^ i° "1^ theyr lims ener after, but yf they, by any 
a!^^mta, mifladuenture, receyue any horte in any of ^ theyr 

membres, incontinent we ley the faute in the prist, 
sayinge, that member was not wel chriatened. Oh 
mercifull God, what hert can be able wortbely to 
lament this more then lewdaical superstition ) The 
■ppijint Uu* thing that is mere spiritnall, we applye whollye to the 
wholly to uw ■ flesh. Was there ener any vayne ydolatours that 
woiilde honour theyr goddee in a lai^age they vnder- 
Btode nott Were the monckee, friers, and chanons, 
wyth other superstitious rel^ofis, professed in a 
Tht aiUi at straunge tong I la not the othe of oboysaunce that we 
MnjMij" In'"' your leage people take vnto you, ministred in the 
thM we nuj English tonge 1 And for what other purpose but that 
omduij^ " we may therby knowe our mooste bounden deuitie to- 
ward you oure natnrall Prince and Leage Lorde 1 Is 
Why [hen ihouid it then beseamyng that we, takyiige an othe of obey- 
wiiich w> Ola, eaunce to the Kynge of all kynges, the God of all the 
langunge vhtah World, and Maker therof, shnlde not know what is 
«»^f " demaunded of vs nor what we answere ^ayne 1 Yf we 

hold TS styll as cwiccming thjrs more then hell darke- 
neese, the very stones of your pallayce woulde make 
exclamation. Preuent therfore, moat gracious Prince, 
the yre of God whiche hangeth ouer thys your royalme. 
Bemember that his long sufferance sbalbe recompensed 
wyth the extremitie of the pnnyshmewt. Wherfore, 
WepnyGodto most worthy Prince, we humbly heseke oure heauenly 
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father, the Ueaear of al goodnee, eueu for the Lord Highnm, tfrt't 
leau Christes sake ouie Sauyoure and Bedeamer, that nik mrnm- 
he pTeserue yoa alwajee, geuinge yon grace to valke '' 
circumspectly in your vocation and miniatery, thal^ at MiitirtnBjooio 
the last day, yon may receaue the mcotraptible crovme 
of glory, and leigne vith our Elder Brother the fyiat 
begotten Sonne of God the Father Almighty ; to whom 
wyth the Holy Goost be all honoie and glory 
for eoer and euer. All tma 
Englysh heitee eaye, 
Amen. 

Peal me. xl.' 
V Happy is the man that pitieth the poore : for in 
tyme of trouble the Lord Bhal deliuer hym. 

THua haue we (your moost obeieant Bubiectes) de- Thmiin*™ 
clared tlie feruent deeiie we haue not only of your niibn forjoar 
prosperous aucces iu the affaires of this life, but also of ute md in Uh 
your eternal reign with the Lord lesu in the celestial ""'■ 
kingdom, of whoee feyth ye are, iu earth. Defender, 
and of the faythfull congregacion, in thys lytle angle 
of the earth coi^regate, the Supreme Heade immediatlye 
nexte Tnto him, by whose mwhty hand you haue Byoed'ihmdT™ 
hytherto Tauquiahed, not onely the ext«me en^nies of •n '>>• enuniH 
this mooet uoble royalme, bat all euch as haue most 
dyujlyshly ymagined, conspired, & attempted treason 
against youre Hyghnes, theyr moost naturall Leage 
Lord and Gonemour. What hiatories should we reade 
to know of so many and eo daangerous conspirations, "'"•ii*'* 
so wonderfully detect & auoydedl Who myghte so r»- 
sone haue wroaght the most detestable pnrpoae of 
treason, as she that slept in your bosom t What m^hty 
princes haue ben betrayed by them that they haue 
loued aboue all creatur(at And bowe wonderfullye, 
euen at the verye poynt,* and in the time of most 
' ili, in An. Ter. * Orig. ynynt; 
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dannger, hath the myghtye hands of the Lorde de- 
lyuered youl Besides this, that moost abominable 
a ydoll of Rome, which aate bo hygh not only in the con- 
sciences of vs your most hotmden sabiect«s & poore 
oommonea but also your nobles (euen from the highest 
to the lowest) were all hys fayihfuU adherentea ; in. so 
moche that som of them would not styck to sheade the 
best blonde of theyr hodyea in hya qnarel. And yet 
■ iMcomt how wonderfully hath the Lord our God, made him 
jiEe,fi>TtiH ionr fote stole! Beioise (deare Souerayne) reioyce. The 
itb^t' I-oi^ is your right hande, he hath found you faythful 
in a lytle, & shall ordeyne you oaei moch more. Onely 
beware that you, puttyng your hande to the ploughe, 
fbnbtd do not loke backwarde. Go forthe manfully to con- 

mmottui quere, and tnme not agayne tyll you hane pw^ed thia 
L^rf.J vineyard of the Loide, so that there remayne not one 

'"^^ lytle impe beeydes those that our Heauenly Father hath 

not Prince planted. Let not that noble Prince Edwarde be op- 
mud iB pressed in the dayes of hys youth, with the combiouse 
' .weadynge onte of suche rotten and fniyteles ti«ea, leat 

perchaunce they t^e deaper loote then that hia tender 
nil ID miDd youthe may be able to moue. Foi^et not your owne 
m'ShI".^!. youth, when these adulterine trees were to atronge for 
« loo iLroiii ^^^ Thynke not but that you shall leaue behynd you 
o'trnidtT' " gi^Bt aombre that wolde be glad to se the old stompes 
^ifraMcome **' these fruitles tieca sprynge agayne. The Lord bringe 
'*"■ them all to confusion, geuyng your Highnes long lyfe, 

with aaaisterace of hys grace, to performe that whyche 
iwudonmr you haue begonne. The wysdom of the Lorde onre 
uiitb. Amtn. God leade yea into all tnieth. Amen. 

IT Tour moate faythfull and 

obeyaaunt subiectes, the Pore 

Commones of the Eoyalme 

of Englande. 

Anno, M, ccccc. xlvi. 
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ixf^txxn is sl^ctorir t^e bwage 

ai ^itglawtr, unlg bg % great 

multitude of s|)tpe, to ttit bU 

ttx bEcag of fiougljoU) ftcprng, 

tnagntmaitwcc of men, Searti] 

of cotm, anS otijer itotaftle 

trgacammotritgES appros 

uctr 6g sgie oKrc 

proUEtliES. 



^ JSgng 1^ sitlttl in blijt- 

Qunt, anlt lalut^ btU abonl 

^, ttrgnct^ aiDHQ all citcU. 

[7^ title tiffhe Lami3>eth copy had CauaeB, onely, iDult;tude, houdiolde 
kepyng, Kjnge, enylL] 
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To the Kynges moste honorable CounBellj 
and the Lordes of the Porlayment house. 

THe fyrat Article & poynt, as we do thjnke, it i 
great pyttye (bo the will of God it were) that there IL^hin" 
is not^ come ynongh within this Eealme of Englande, i°^^ijan, 
at all tymes necessary to certyfy & Bufiyce the Kyngee 'n™™,I^di,Hiin 
Bubieetes for the space of one yete, two, or thre, yf there "" "™ p**^- 
were no come sowen in this £ealme by the eayde Bpace. 

We do Baye that the Einges Maiestie, merciAilly ThtUncun 
hearing the peticion of these hia graces poore Bnbiectea, l^i^wh'n it 
maye at al tymes remedy it, when it shall 'please hys [•,i'gn.i.ij!] 
Maieetie, being for a common wealth foi Me graces """^ 
snbiectea, & to the greate encrease of this noble realme 
of England. 

We eaye, as reason doeth leade ys, that shepe & sb»piind>beep- 
shepemasters, doeth cause skantyta of come, whiche we satrdijofccm, 
do thynke* it maye be well approued, by reason of six ,rtu provo, 
prouerbes ; for & yf all our lyuynges, and all oui com- Forifunoor 
modities, were diuyded in partes, by reason of the same diy"^"" pirti 
ayx prouerbes, we that be the Kynges Maiestyes poore I^^^uS^""" 
subiectea, do lose syx of our commodityes, then haue '"''•'"•"^ 
we thre losses, wbiche make nyne ; by reason of the 
same thie losses, we, the Kynges Mageatyes* aubiectee, 
do lose tJie third part of our lyuinge, then haue we the 
tenth part, 'wMcb we cal a remedy, beseching youi noble mi the unth 
grace, to remedye when your Maiestye shall please. niiHrii[em»ir. 

' is it— CCam bridge oopj). ' no— C. 

* tbincke — Lambetli copy ; and with a o elsewhere. 

* mayestyeB — C. 
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As touchyng the fyiste prouerbe of the syx, we do 
thyuke 
conoaraiPitthB The more ahepe, the dearer ia the woU, 

The more ehepe, the dearer ia the motton. 
The more ehepe, the dearer ia the heffe. 
The more shepe, the dearer is the come. 
The more ahepe, the skaator is the whit meate. 
t* iigiL A .tu.] The mote shepe, the fewer eggee for a peny." 

intiisinpnivwb In the fyrat prouerbe, the more shepe, the dearer Is 
ftomtafordriiin^ the woll. Our complaynt is for Oxford-ahyre, Euckyng- 
NottbimpiMi- ham-ehyre, & Northampton-shyre ; and as for all other 
''''"■ shyrea, we refer it to the playntyuea'. 

We imittjoa w We shal desyre you, and al other that reade and se 
iOTo«n«, the true ententes & meanyngee of thie our doinges, to 

wiui wB uivuieg, pardon our ignoraunce ; yet not withatandyng, we 
forSfagoodot' desyre you sumwhat to attender the premiaeee, seiuge it 
tiw rMim. jg (]Qng^ aj)^ put forth, for the commoditye of the Kinges 

M^estiea reahne, and for the welth of hia graces poore 
subiectes. 
inthnts In the sayde Oxford-ehyre, Buekyngham-shyre, & 

■ Northharapton-shyre, there he many men of worehyp 
dwellyng within the sayde thte shyrea, and hath great 
hmdes to lyne Tpon, the which we praye to God to geue 
them ioye of, and well to occupye it. Many of these 
worshipful men, sette no store, not pryse, vpon the 
mayntenaunce of tyllage of theyr landes, as before tyme 
' hath been vaed, neythei breadyng nor feadynge of 
catle, but many of them doeth kepe the most subataunce 
of theyr landea in theyr owns haudea*. And where 
tillage was wont to be, nowe ia it stored wyth greate 
vmberment of shepe : & they that haue great vmher- 
ment of shepe, muate nedea haue greate store of woll, 
111].] and we cannot thynke f who ahulde make the pryse of 
woll, but those that haue great plentye of ahopa And 
we do partly knowe that there be some dwellynge 
' playntyuee— C. ' LCambetli copy) repeat* dfi by mistake. 



ij tillage, 

mrelbjbr 
lUt ana tteiiag 
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■within those thie shyres, rather then they wyll sell BsUiw than hii 
theyr woU at a lowe pryso, they will kepe it a yere or price ihey keep it 
twayne, and all to make it deare, and to kepe it a deare 
pryse. And by this meanes ike fyrat prouerbe to be &>iheirt 
true : The more ehepe, the dearer is the woU. 

In the seconde prouerbe, as we do thynke : The Th.indprmerb: 
more shepe, the dearer is ^^e moton. iiiedeuerthe 

As by reason, the most subataunee of our feadynge w. ni»d lo fe*j 
was wont to be on beffe, and now it is on motton. And ^[\o"oI,rt''„ 
BO many mouthes goith to motton, whiche cauaeth I^J^("'^_ 
motton to be deare. 

In the third prouerbe, aa we do thinke : The l^ore The ura pnwovb : 
shepe, the dearer is the heife. the dianr the 

As by reason that hreding and fedyng, is not set SHfuedtobg 
by aa it hath bene in tjmes past ; and where aa shepe ia 
kepte vpon the pasture groundes where breadyng & 
fedinge of beffes was wont to be kept*, And now there now then ii 
is Qothyug kept there but motton. ~ mnuon. 

The fourth prouerbe : The more ahepe, the dearer is The «ii nromu ■ 

the come. thedenrertl.e'^ 

By reason tylkge is *not vsed, occupyed, and Vab] 
mainteyned aa it hath bene before tyme, but shepe usedT '™"'™ 
kept vpon the grounde, where tyllage waa wont to he EHJi'mTui*" 
kept and mainteyned. «™"'*- 

The .V. prouerbe : The more ahepe, the akanter is Thesthprorerti: 
the weyte meate. th« tamtw ihe ' 

By reason tyllage is' not vaed, occupyed, and mayn- 
teyned, nother mayntenaunce of houses aud hospi- 
talytye, where aa catle was wont to be fede and brede; wiiers mitie 
by reason of kepyng of catle, shulde increase whyt meate ; white meat wm. 
and now there is nothyng kept there but only shepe. 

The ayxte prouerbe: The more ahepe, the fewer Ti«ethpro.erbi 

The more >li»p. 

e^ea for a peny. the ib»er eggs roc 

' The Cambridge copy repeats '& where aa ahepe is kept 
vpon the pasture groundeB, whore bredyog and fedynge was 
wont to be kept.' ' it— L. 

BUPPLICiTION, J 
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pooiiTT iTM hrij By reason cottages go dowiie in the centre, where 

Bwcbnvii as pultiye waa wout to be bieade and fedde, nowe 
iiutf^ there is nothing kept there but Bhepe, which cause 

the egges to be Bolde fur fower a penny. 
TiMtiwdi Thus be the syx prouerbea true, as we do thynke, 

desyrynge you to geue hearynge vnto tbem, and that it 
may be wel amended, for the common welthe of the 
Kyngea poore Bubiectes, 
Thret iDHM Then bane ve thre losses, that maketh nyne. 

1. rnvBT piowi The fyrst Iobbc, as we do thinke, there is not so 

iijj^ many plowes vaed, occupied and mainteyned within 

Oxforthshyre as waa in Kynge Henry the Seuenth 
tyme, and sens hys fyr8t« comming there lacketh xL 
Epchpiow plowes, euery plough was able to kepe vi. persons, 

downe lyinge and rpiisynge in hys bouse, the wbicbe 
draweth to twelf score persons in Oxfordahyre. 

And where that the aayde twelf score peraons were 

wont to haue meate, diynke, layment and wages, pay- 

Ko«ihar«)i inge fikot and lot to God & to our Kyng, now there 

diajp. is nothyng kept there, but onlye shepe. Now these 

ThwrMormoM twelfscore persona bad node to haue lining: — whether 

wiien tiiaii tbtj shal thoy go t into Xorthhamptonahyre 1 and there is 

*" also the lyuinge of twelef score persona loete : whether 

shall then they goo 1 foorth from shyre to shyre, and to 

be scathered thuB abrode, within the Eyngea maiestyes 

Bealme, where it shall please Almighty God ; and for 

Sonu of thn* lackc of maisteTS, by compulsion dryuen, some of them 

■amt to MAii. ' to begge, and Bome t« steale. 

t. BafidflkHping The secoode losse, as we do tbinke : That there is 
erery fim drn neuer a plough of the .xL plowes, but be is able to tyll 
gniDSfMrtD andplowe tocertifye syx persons, and eueiyploughe to 
mdw piowi. sell .XXX. quarters of grayne by the yeare, or els he can 
^rtsn, mSit" ^^ 7^ paye, syx, eeuen, eyght poundt by the yeare. xl 
i^whwrntj. plowes, .XXX. quarters euery plougbe, draweth to two* 
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hundreth quarters in Buckingham shyre, two himdieth. 
quarters in Oxfordeahyre, & two .cc. quarters in Iforth- 
awtptow shyre, & ao forth tiom ahyre to shyre in eertayne 
shyres within the Kinges Maiesties Bealme of Englande. 
what ahall the tweU two huudreth quarters of come do tiuwimo 
in Oxforthahyre t we do thynke it wyll mainteyne the 
Kynges markettes, and suatayne the Kynges Babiectes ; 
and lykewyee in Buckynghaiii shyre, & also in North- 
ampton ahyre and ao from ahyre to shyre, in certayna 
Bhyrea wythin the Kynges Mageaties Kealme. Further- 
more it ia to he consydered what thys twelf hundreth 
quartera of come is able to do within Oxfordshyre, it ^f^^ ^"t *°* 
is able to certifye & eufTyce xv. acore people by the 
yeare, bread and drynke, & allowe to euery person ij. 
quarters of weate, and two quarters of malt, by the 
yere ; where as in the fyrat the hole lyuinge of twelf 
score persona, meate, & drynke, and rayment, vprys- 
yng & downe lyinge, payii^e akot and lot to our God, 
and to our Kyi^. And the aeeonde losse, bread and tus wiioi* (Hond 
drynke for .xv score persons by the yeare, whiche the amnaartw 
hole nombre draweth to .y. hundreth and .xl. peisons in 
Oxforth ahyre ; and ' ao in Buckyngham ahyre, & ao 
lykewyse in Northampton shyre, and so forth from 
shyre to shyre wythin the Kynges Maiestyea Kealme. 

And yf it he as we do think, that there be ,iiij. score « >• itougM 
plowes in euery one of these shires les then there was, piooi imi in e>cfa 
then is there iAe lyuyr^ lost of a thousand & iiij. 
score persons in euerye one of these foresayde ahyrea. 
Thys is the aeeonde losse, as we do thynke, and call 
for remedy for it. 

The thirde losse, as we do thinke: We do lose a. The third tou 
in the sayd thre shyres kepynge of houahold and h(4iuuiy, <nd 
hospitalitye, & maintayning of tyllage and houshold 
kepyi^ ; we do lacke come, and also lese our catt«ll ; 
for where any housholde is kept, there is kept kyne Kr*rj(iiiMi» kti>i 
' ComiU 'and'. 
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and calues ; and of oure kine there commeth mylke, 
butter and clLease; and all this doetk Bostayne the 
Kyngea Mayeetiea eubiectes ; and foi thys we hane 
nothynge but sbepe. 

And fiirtbermoie, where hoasholdes he kept, there 

)iMi,iK)iiitrT, is ho^es, pygges, and bakon, capons, faennes, duckes, 

aommodiua, egges, frute, and many other commodityes, that is 

necessary & nedefnll to be had for the maintenaunce 

and lyuinge of the Kynges Maiesties pooie subiectes to 

for which -» lyue by ; and for that we haue nothyng but ahepe. 

hm only sheep. 

This 18 the thyrd losse. 

Ti» iMh point. The .X. ia, which we do cal for remedy, and we 

deeyre of 'God and the Kynges Maiestye, yf it ehal 

please his Highnes to be bo good & gracyous vnto hie 

A hondnd unw poore Buhiectes, that there might he in euery shyre & 

•honid iw ktpti hundred, aa many plowea vsed, occupyed, and mayn- 

" [• tian! B] teyned, • us maoy housholds kept, as was by kii^ Henry 

HeniT vii'« the Seuenth tyme, fyrst commynge. And then vnfayned, 

ttam'thm woida ** ^^ ^o thynte, we sholde haue corne ynough, cattell 

beoungii. ynoi^h, and shepe ynough ; then wil shepe and woll be 

in more mens handes ; we shall haue also white meate 

ynougli, and all thynges necessary. And thus lesu pre- 

Berue owe dreade soueraingne Lorde and Kynge ! 

T«o mote io««. As we do thynte, we haue two losses more that we 

1. In Hoiueboidi, haus not spoken : The hrste losse is for lacks of hous- 

Bhoowra. hold kepynge & mayntenaunce of tyllage. It is great 

Shepherds »re decay to artyllary : for that do we reken that shepe- 

herdes be but yll artchers. And as we do further thinks, 

t. Th«idng:oHi it leseth the kings Maiesty in prouision for his noble 

jiis hmiHtioid, housholdes, that is to saye, in wheat, malt, beues, 

mottons, veles, hay and otes, and pultry, & all maner 

suche prouisions that belongeth to hya Maiestyes hous- 

In ths miioiiDt of holde, as we do thynke, v. thousande markea by the 

ftu. yeare with the left. In a trial as we do thynke, yf it 

shuld please the Kynges Maiesties offycers to call in 

hys graces purueyers, & examyne them where they 
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haue had within their tyme for hie graces piouisions of 

his waires, & for hia Maiestyes housholde, where as 

there is nowe nothyng to he gotten : for they that kepe Tho« who k«ep 

the aayde laades, hath put the foresayde landes to »iidiuv«pnt 

pastures, 'themself byeth all manei of grayne & come ™«iKn^.u"' 

to kepe theyr housholde with alL theii^oujehoia!,^ 

Furthermore, yf it shall please the Kinges Highues, 
and hys noble counaell, for to haue a further tryall of 
thys matter, and to assure it to be true, take al craftee 'Take lU erartt- 
men dwelling in cyties & townea, daye laborers that iubsann, 
laboreth by water or by lande, cottygers & other hous- 
holdera, Tefusyng none, but only them that hath al 
this aboundaunce, that is to saye, shepe oi wollmasters, 
and inclosers, the lamentacions of the Singes Haiestycs udtheir 
subiectes will make any true herted body to seke & tnX'i true nuin 
call for remedy, whiche we beseche the Lorde to f""™*- 
amende. Amen. 

Furthermore, as we do thinks, this Bealme doeth 
deeaye by thys meanes : It ia to vnderstande and 
knowen, that there is in England, townes and Tillages id tach orw.ooo 
to the nomber of fifty thousand & vpward, & for j.^^i^^n'™ 
euery towns and vyllage, — take them one with an other "" ' ^™" ^"' 
throughout all, — there is one plowe decayed sens the 
fyiste yeare of the laigne of kyi^ Henry the Seueuth. 
And in aom townes and vyllages all the hole towne de- 
cayed sens that time ; and yf there be for euery towne 
aud village one plough decayed, aens the first yeare 
of the laygne of kyng Henry the Seuenth, then is 
there decayed .1. thousande plowea and Tpwarde. 

The * whiche .1. thousande plowes, euerye plon^e 
were able to mainteine .vi, persons: That is to saye, 'J^* 
the man, the wyfe, and fewer other in his house, lesse J^^I^ *" 
and more. .L thousande plowea, six persons to euery 
plough, draweth to the nomber of thre hundred thou- 
sand persons were wont to haue meate, drynke, and 
rayment, Tprysing and down lyinge, paying skot and whonddw 
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lot to God, & to the Kyug. And now they baue 
nothynge, but goeth about in Euglaud from doie to 
dore, and axe theyr almose for Goddes sake. And be- 
cause they viU not begge, Bome of tbem doetb ateale, 
and then they be haTiged, and thus the Bealme doeth 
decay, and by none other wayea els, as -we do thyiike, 
Beaechynge yoai Hyghnea (of your moHt« noble grace) 
and honourable lordahyppes, the premiseea tenderly 
considered before you in examinacion vpon f/ie premigsea, 
that we may haue a remedy in this behalf. And T^e 
shall dayely praya for the conseruacioit of your Highnee, 
and for your ful noble loidshyppea. 

Finia. 



V Imprinted at London in 
Pools churche yearde 

at the Bygne of Saynct 
Austen by Heugh Syn- 
gelton'. 



' Dibdin'8 Anet gives dates for Singleton from 1668 (or 1 650 
according to Herbert's notes}, and Bays Uiat Sin^eton died in 
1692-3. The dale of the present tract cannot thefefore be ear- 
lier tlian 1S50, or later than 1663, when Edward TI, to whose 
Council it is evidently addrest, died. — F. 
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p. 36. Six ArUelu.— These celebrated Articlea are fonnd io the 
" Bloody Statute," 31 Hen. VIII. cap. 14. They mn ;— 1. That in 
the most blessed Sacrament of the Altar, by the strength and efficacy 
of Christ's mighty word {it being spoken by the priest) is present really 
under the form of bread and wine, the natural body and blood of our 
Saviour Jesns Christ, conceived of the Virgin Mary ; and that after the 
consecration there remains no substance of bread or wine, nor any otber 
substance, but the Substance of Christ God and Man. 

2. That the communion in both kinds is not necessary ad eahtUra by 
the law of Ood to all persona : and that it is to be believed and not 
donbted of, bat that in the flesh under the form of bread is the very 
blood, and with the blood nader the form of wine is the very flesb as 
well apart as thongh they were both together. 

3. That priests, after the order of priesthood received as afore, may 
not marry by the law of God. 

i. That vows of chastity or widowhead by man or woman made to 
God advisedly, ought to be observed by the law of God ; and that it 
exempteth them from other liberties of ChrietiaD people, which without 
that they might enjoy. 

6. That it is meet and necessary that private Masses be continued 
and admitted in the King's English Church and congregation, as where- 
by good Christian people ordering themselves accordingly, do receive 
both godly and goodly consolation and benefit; and it is agreeable also 
to God's law. 

G. That anricular confeeeion is expedient and necessary to be re- 
tained and continued, used and frequented in the Church of God. — 
Slaluleg at Large, ii. 149, ed. 1811. Commissions were issued to the 
Archbishops, Bishops, &c., to execute the Act, and to them powers were 
given to take and bam books containing matters contrary to it. The 
Act was to be read quarterly in all cburobes. 

p. 62. Outbreak in 1536-7.— On the 2nd of October, 1536, when the 
Ecclesiastical CommiseioDsrs were to hold their visitation at Loutli, 
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they found a great body of peasantry in arms, clamouring for their 
holidays ; and proclaiming that they were gathered together for the 
maintenance of the faitli, wliicli was about to be destroyed. So far from 
Henry having flnisiied his "godly purpose without bloudshede" of his 
"poore coinmones" (p. 63) he "wrote to Norfolk on the 22nd Febru- " 
«ry, to ' cause such dreadful execution to be done npon a good number 
of ^e iohubitants of every town, village, and hamlet, that have offended 
ID this rebellion, as they may he a fearful spectacle to all others here- 
after that would practise any like matter.' A priest and a butcher at 
Windsor were hanged for expressing sympathy with the Northern 
rebels." — Knight's Orovm Hist, of Eng., p. 198, 200. 

pp. 64 — 68. The Bible. — It was in 1636 that the Vicar-general's in- 
jonclions directed every parish priest to place a copy Of the Vfhole Bible 
in his church. These copies were all based upon Tyndal's translation. 
The bishops, although tliey had undertaken to supply a version which 
should suit Catholic orthodoxy, left their woik untouched, In 1539 
Tavemer's Bible appeared. This contained a euramary of tilings in 
Holy Scripture. "The priesthood was denied ; masses and purgatory 
were ignored ; the sacraments were described as nothing but outward 
signs." This led to the sale of unauthorized editions being forbidden, 
and after some discussion " a temporary limitation was imposed, perhaps 
wisely, upon its indiscriminate use." "It was wrangled over in ale- 
houses and tap-rooms. It was disfigured ' in rhymes, printed ballads, 
plays, songs, and other fantasies.' Scandalous brawls and controversies 
disgraced the cisurehes where it was placed for the people to read." — 
Froude, iv. 288—291. In the 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. cap. 1, the Bible 
was forbidden to be read in English in any church. Women, artificers, 
prentices, journeymen, servingmen, husbandmen, and labourers, might 
read the New Testament in English. Nothing was to be taught or 
maintained contrary to the King's Instructions. — Slat at Large, ii. 201. 

p. 67. Thoma> Cromwell, Earl of Eaaex. — It waa " with the 
private connivance of Cromwell" that "other editions" of the. Bible than 
those authorized were put in circulation (^Froude, iv. 289), and this was 
not forgotten when he stood attainted of treason. Not only was he 
accused of having " been the most corrupt traitor and deceiver of the 
king and the crown that had ever been known in his whole reign," hut 
it was alleged that "he being also a heretic, had dispersed many 
erroneous books among the king's subjects, [the Bible probably being 
one,] particularly some that were contrary to the belief of the sacra- 
ment." On the day of his beheading, 28th July, 1540, Henry married 
Catherine Howard.^ Six years later one of the very party, to serve 
which he had risked (and lost) so much, was found to brand him aa 
" a traytoure ! " 

p. 69. Boulogne. — On the 18th of September, 1544, Henry made his 
solemn entry into Boulogne. — Knight, p. 211. See alto Froude, iv. 352, 

' Knight's Crown Hiat. of Eng., p. £06. 
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p. 75. The Holy Maid of Kent. Elizabeth Barton. — " About the time 
of Easter, !□ the seveiiteeath yeere of the Beigae of King Eeiine the 
Eight, it bapned a certaine maiden .... servant to one Tbomaa Kob . . , 
to bee touched with a great inGrmilie in her bodie, which did EiBcende at 
divers times up into her throte, and swelled greatly" (LambaTde'i FeraTo- 
bulalion, p. 170, rep.}. Her history is well known. "In the ende her 
dies! m Illation was deciphered, her Popish comfortera were bewraied, the 
deceived people were well aatiefied, these daungerous deceivers were 
wortbely executed, and the Devill their Master was quite and cleans 
confounded." — lb. p. 175. 

p. 75. The Rood of Kent was at Boiley. It is thus described by 
Lambarde (p. 205) ; — " It ehaunced (as the tale is) that upon a time, a 
cunning Carpenter of our countrie was taken prisoner in the warres be- 
tweene us and Fraunce, who (wanting otherwise to satisfie for his raun- 
some, and having good leysure to devise for his deliveraunce) thought 
it best to attempt some curious enterprise, within the conipasse of his 
owne Art and skill, to make bimselfe some money withall ; And tliere- 
fore, getting togither fit matter for his purpose, he compacted of wood, 
wyer, paste and paper, a Roode of such exquisite arte and eicellencic, 
that it not onely matched in comelynesse and due proportion of the 
partes the best of the common sorte ; but in straunge motion, variety of 
gesture, and niniblenes of ioints, passed al other that before had been 
scene : the same being able to bow down and lift up it seLfe, to shake 
and stirre the handes and feete, to nod the head, to rolle the eies, to 
wag the chaps, to bende the browes, and finally to represent to the eie, 
both the proper motion of each member of the body, and also a lively, 
expresse, and significant shew of a well contented or displeased minde : 
byting the lippe, and gathering a frowning, iroward, and disdainful face, 
when it would pretend offence : and shewing a roost milde, amyable, 
and smyling cheere and countenauuce, when it woulde seeme to be well 
pleased." 

p. 91. Quern Catlierine Howard. — In 1541, Henry solemnly ofiered 
thanksgiving for the haDpincss he found in the society of this his Fifth 
Queen. On the 12th of February, 1542, she and lady Rochford were 
executed 
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Abbiit lands, how bestowed, 
Abbeys have become " caves of 

beaato," 64. 
Allen, Dr, his condact, 12, 18. 
Apparel, costliuess of, 52. 
Archery decaye^ 100. 
Articlee, the Six, 36, 103. 
Ass, the man who would make 

one dance, 63. 

Beef ia dearer, 97. 



Beggars, ike Svpplieatwn of, 
given to the Ring, vi ; cast aboat 
Xiondon Btreets, i; referred to, 61. 

Bible, the, may be taken from 
the Uitr, 37; by whom it might 
be read, 64 ; to be placed ia 
cbnrchea, 67 i to be called in, 68; 
translation of, 69. 

Bisboprics, how bestowed, 34. 

Bishops! negligence, the conae- 
qnencea of, 37, 40, 41, 63 ; possea- 
Bions of, 47 i their worMly busi- 
ness, 48; how they nse their riches, 
49. 50 i the offices they seek, 61, 
54, 55 ; they tnast be t^en away, 
56; how they might be tested, 83. 

Eoleyn, Lady Anne, gives Fish's 
book to the King;, Ti. 

Books in English forbidden, x; 



list oF, xii ; cootrary to the Six 
Articles to be burnt, 36, 103. 

Boulogne, capture of, 69, 104. 

Brinklow, E., may have written 
Sttpplieatiotti, xiii 

Bnckisghamshire, decay in, 96, 



I idle- 



Bygod, Sit F., quoted i 
ness in abbeys, 15, note. 

Cattie-breeding neglected, 96. 

Celibacy, 75. 

Chaplain, the, with numerous 
brings, 78. 

Chaplains, the numbers of, 29, 
30 i pririiegea of, 76. 

Children can't be sent to school, 80. 

Choroh, the, what it teaches, 74. 

Clergy, abuse and treatment of 
the, XT ; conduct of the, 1 ; gaioa 
of the, S; ignorance of, 21, 2/,* 
32, 33 ; cause of ignorance in 
others, S3, 35 ; fees received by 
the, 87 ; what they would tithe if 
they dare, 87 ; sevenths paid to, SS. 

Commission to forbid the reading 
of English books, x. 

Com, deficiency of, 95. 

Cottages go down, 79, 97. 

Craftsmen and labourers, lamenta- 
tion of, 101. 
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Giomwell, Thomas, £ail of Eaaex, 
67, 104. 



Dead, prajera for tlxe, 44, 45. 
DrunkenKess, 53. 



'Eijot and Bobinaon introduced 
to the King, Tiii. 

\, service in, 89. 



Fashions, extravagant, xt, 52. 

Fees received by the clei^, 87. 

Fish, Simon, the atorj of, vi ; 
Wood's account of, iiii ; intro- 
duced to the King, vii ; dies of the 
plague, rii. 

Fish's wife poisecuted by Sir T. 
More, vii. 

Fiiare and monks, numbers of, 2, 



Frith's answer to Sir T. More's 
Purgatorg, i. 

Heresy, men accused of, 8. 

Horsey, Dr, his conduct in 
HniiDe's case, 18. 

Hospitality, decay of, 99. 

Hospitals are abused, 13. 

Howard, Queen Catherine, re- 
ferred to, 91, 105. 

Hunne, Bichard, hia life and 
death, 9, 12, 16. 

Kent, the Holy Maid and wink- 
ing Hood of. 75, 104. 105. 

Kino kept in every house, 99. 

King, the tokens of his end, 81. 

Kings, how they have bestowed 
bishopricks 34. 
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Latin, service in, 89. 
Laws, good, made, 2S. 
Lawyers, plenty of, 61. 
Learning in England, 21 ; what 

sort of. 23. 
London, a grievous charge on, 84. 
Losses sustained by the country 

bv the change in farming, xvi, 97 — 

100. 

Maid of Kent, the Holy, 75, 104. 
Masses paid for, but unsaid, 14. 
Meat, white, is dearer, 97. 
Moddya, Edmund, the King's 

footman, talks of religion and the 

new books, viii. 
Monka, their lust, 6, 9, 15; 

ought to be married, 7j their 



Monks and i 



of, 61. 
weeded out," 



More, Sir T., his Supplycacyon of 
Soulgi, T, viii; answered by Frith, 
X i bis Utopia, ix ; persecutes 
Fish'a wife, Tii. 

Mortmain, statute of, 9, 12. 

Music, Church, 76. 

Mutton is dearer, 97. 

Non-residence and pluralitieB, 28, 

29. 
KorthMnptonshire, decay in, 96, 



Oxfordshire, decay in, 96, 98, 

Parishes and parish churches, 
number of, in England, 2, 101. 

Pater noster, No penny, no, 87. 

Patronage, abuses of, 77, 

Patrons are negligent, 27 ; and 
bestow livings on the undeserving, 
tSE;waraed,31, 33) their duties, 33. 
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>r steal, 



1 1, 43, 



Plow, how many persona one 
would keep, 98. 

Plows, more to be kept, 100; 
how man; less, 101. 

Poor, numbers of, 8 ; ought to be 
relieved, 44 ; the, how to be pro- 
Tided for, 70 [ the, were better ofP 
under the old condition of thinas, 
79 ; the, how thej are oppressed — 
some be^, some steal, some are 
hanged, 7'J ; driven to beg 
98, 103. 

Population, checks to ii 
6,15. 

Poultry scarcer, ■ 

Poverty of the p 
61. 

Preaching, the want of, and its 
results, 36. 

Pride, 63. 

Proverbs, aix, 96, 96. 

Purgatory, 10, 46. 

Eebellion referred to, 64, 103. 
Eenta are raised, 79. 
Bich, the conduct of the, xv. 
Eobinson and Elyot have an In- 
terview with the King, viii 
" Eoo, M., his play or interlude, 

Rood of Kent, the, 75, 105. . 
Koy, William, v, note. 

Sacrament, people beg to pay for 

the, 66. 
School, vhy children cannot be 

sent to, 80. 
Schools should he founded out of 

abbey funds, 44. 



Scripturea, ignorance of the, 22. 
Service in Latin and English, 89. 
Sevenths paid to clergy, 88. 
Sheep and sheepmasters, 95, 96. 
Sheep Tract, subject of, xvi ; date 

of, 103. 
Shepherda and archery, 100. 
Simony, 82. 
Six Articles, books contrary to, 

to be butnt, 36, 103. 
Supplications, authorship of, xiii ; 

subjects diacus^d in, xiv. 
Swearing, 53. 

Tenants of Abbey-lands, how 

treated, 80. 
Testament, the !New, forbidden, 

X, si ; translations of the, 67, 104. 
Thieves, 8. 

Tillage not attended to, 96. 
Tithes, origin and history of, 70 — 

74 } payable on sheep dying of rot, 

Tonstall's prohibition of English 

New Testaments, x. 
Traditions of the Church, 74. 
Tramps, then and now, xvii. 

Unemployed, the numbers of, 

then, xvii. 
Usury, 82, 84. 
Utopia of Sir T. More, ix. 

Vice is rampant, 82. 

Yices which are prevalent, 63. 

Wood's account of Fiah, xiiL 
Wool is dearer, 97. 
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Note. B. = Bailey's Dictionary ; P. = Keraey'a PhillipB ; Bp Bale = The 
Select Works of Bp Bale, Parker Society ; P.P. ^ Promptocium Parvu- 
lorum ; H. := HalliweU'B Arch. Diet. 



Addtcte, 47, to give oTer to. 
Aduaylable, 8, available. 
Adulterine, 92, adulterate, conn- 

terfeit, corrupt. 
Alckmiat, 77, alchemist. 
Asmers, 31, almoners. 
Aitcliers, 100, arcliers. 
Artillary, 100, artillery, the art 

of shooting with hows end arrows. 
Assityng, 2, to ascite, to call, to 



to attend to. 
antiquity. Aati- 



Attender, 9 
Aumcientie, 

gvilie .- aundeittie. Cooperi Tht- 

taurua, in t. auiiquitas. 
A wiles, 68. ? In the mean time. 
Axe, 101, ask. 

Bedemen, 13. " Bedes men, 
alms-men, who praj'd for their 
founders and benefactors." P. 
Bede (A.S.), a prayer. " Yo«r bed- 
maa, & sfmantt t« \ie vttermnat off 
mj poor power, Andrew Boorde," 
TurnieaWs Aadreic Boorde's Dt/el- 
ary, p. 63. " And the bedeaan 
shall pray for the soul of the dead." 
Tonlmin Smtlh't EnjliiA Gildt, p. 



Bloudsupper, 5, a murderer, fi 
bloodsucker. " Poor creatures 
that should be killed hy these uu- 
saciate blood- soupers for his truth's 
sake." Bp Sale, p. 324. 

Bopipe, 68, bo-peep. 
"Some of the hyshoppcs at yonr 
injuoct.jons slepe, 
Some laugh and go bye, and eoine 
can play boo pipe." 

Billys Kynge Johan, p. i)7. 

Brenninge, 41, burning. 

Bruit, 64, brute. 

Brytes, 56, briers. 

Buggery, 63, "the coupling of 
one Qian with another, or of man 
or woman with a hrute beast." B. 

Bumme courii, 48, a court which 
took cognizance of certain vices. 

By, Bet by, 97, tbought much of. 

CannebeB, 75, canopies. "Can- 
nabie, canabie, a corruption of 
canopy." Jamieion : who adds that 
it is used in Inventories. " Otao- 
peum, retieultim iubtiU faclam de 
canabo. The Canope alluded to in 
the Promptorium was very pro- 
bably the Unibraculiim under which 
the Sacred-Host was carried in tlio 
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P. P., note 3, p. 60. Lat. caaita- 
iM,hemp. "GomK processions with 
caaopg, cross, and pii," Bp BaU, 
p. 524. 

Carp, 88, talk, or speak. 

Catyuite, 23, captivity. 

Chaplaynea, 42, "Eydynge Chap- 
lajoes " P 

Cliureh ales, 41 ; a church ale 
<sas a feast in commemoration al 
tbe dedication of a church. 

Cocke of haye, 65, "a conical 
heap ot haj." H. 

Coelginera, 66. Bailey has 
" coeliffinous," but whether the 
" Coelginers " were a "heaven- 
hom " sect or what thej were I 
don't know. Cp, "Then was there 

an infinite table ol senten- 

tionera and Bummists, of eolliginert 
and caDonists." Bp Bale, p. 350. 
Canon Rock suggests that the 
writer meant Culdees. "TheCnl- 
dees w%re a sect of religious monks, 
remarkable for their religious eier- 
cises ot preaching and prajing." B. 

Cohybyted, 25, hindered. 

Commessacyou, 53, commeesa- 
tion, revelling. 

Coopes, 75, Copes. "Cope, a 
sacred vestment which is directed 
by the Canons of the Reformed 
Clmrch io be worn at the celebra- 
tion of the communion in cathedral 
and collegiate church." P. P.,noie 
2, p. 91. 

Corporace, 75, " Corporasse, or 
corporalle. Corporaie." P.P. "The 
term corporas, corporatis palla, de- 
notes a consecrated linen cloth 
folded and placed upon the altar 
in the service of the mass, beneath 
the sacred elements." lb. nof^S, p. 
93. The corporal "is the name given 
to the linen cloth which is spread 
over the bodr_ icorfut), or conse- 
crated bread, in the communion." 
Soai^i ChuTck Diet., 9tl] ed. So 



that the corporaa or oorporol is 

S'aced beneath the Elements bj the 
Oman Catholic, oser them by the 
Protestant. 

Coueutes, 80, convents. 

Coimfortable, 28, comfortable, 

Connforte, 28, comfort. 

Covent, 27, convent. 

Cream, 41, Chrism. Oil conse- 
crated in the Romlah and Greek 
churches bj the bishop, and used 
in baptism, confirmation, orders, 
and eitreme unction. " At the 
last crept in the worshipping of 
relics and shrines, with holy oil 
and cream." Bp Bale, p. 820. 

Crwetos, 75, cruets. " Crewet 
or crevet, a little vial, or narrow- 
moutli'd glass." P. " Copes, 
crosses, erueli." Bp Bale, p. 259. 

Cukkoldrie, 6, the act of adul- 
tery. 

Cure, 29, care. 



Dasshed, 8, condemned, con- 
founded. " The gentlemen were 
dashed by his eamestneas." Ginx's 
Baiy, p. 175. 

Debitiea, 85, deputies. "These 



kings and debiliet" Bp Bale, p. 6. 
Demaner, 61, demeanour. 
Demurante, 32, grave in behavi- 

Deploiate, 46, deplorable. 
Dimitted, vii, dismissed, sent 

Distayne, 81, to stain, 

Dwe, 77, due. 

Dome, 53, dumb. 

Drafsacke, 15, a sack full of draf, 
a place of eitreme wickedneaa. 
" Proving their traditions to be 
most vile draff, and moat stinking 

Aram r,( oin " Rn RaU. n 'tN'I_ 



dregs of si 



'p Bale, p. 285. 
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Effectuottsly, i, effectually, com- 

pletelv. "That Eaay with 

all other prophets, wameth aforo- 
hand to follow concerning Christ 
and ilia cliurch, this mvsterf dsr 
olareth effeetw>u»ly fal£lled." Bp 
Sale, p. 253. 

Elbowhangera, 77, haogera-on, 
parasites. 

Enmious, is, inimical, hostile. 
"Eomy. jHmicm,hoitii, hmtiiitas" 
P.P. 

Enmying, ix. See ahove. 

Enpryaomnente, 36, imprison- 

Enterdite, 5, interdict 

Entermedlyng, xi, intermixing. 

Eretik, 9, heretic. 

Eatatute, 30, statute. 

Exquysytely, 22, exquisitely, ac- 
curateU, vith great exactness ; 
minHteiy. "Eiijuiaite, ourions, 
choice ; also exact, or carrj'd on 
to the utmost height." P. 

Exteme, 



Eelles, 85, felb, skins, oi hides. 
Fiftenes, 3, fifteenths. 
Frayd, 84, afraid. 
Fumiah, viii, angry, fractious. 
Fumishly, ix, angrily. 



Onatouical, 77, 89, gnat-like. 

Goolafres, 10. See note, p. 10. 

Gyldes, 75. "Gild, guild, or 
geld, A company of men united to- 
gether, with lawa and orders made 
among themselves." P. In the text 
it means tlie house in which a re- 
ligious Fraternity or gild lived. 

Uubilite, 65, ahility, power, or 

authorilj. 



Habitacle, 24„a dwelling or habi- 
tatioii. " And he shall finally sup 
with me and with him in the 
eternal habitacle of God . ." Bp 
Bate, p. 396. 

Holle, 50, whole. 

Hyed, 50, hide. 

Hylded, 85, skinned. HUd, to 
skin. H. 

niected, 6, enticed. "DletAoB, 
Pleasantly proaoked, intised, tolled, 
allured." Cooperi TAetaunu. 

Impe, 92, a shoot of a tree, a cut- 
ting, a bud. " He shall be called 
.... a lamh of Christ's fold, a 
sheep of bis pasture, a branch of 
his vine, a member of bis church, 
an imp of hia kingdom." Sp Sale, 
p. 298. The same writer uses it 

bell, and limbs of the devil ! " p. 

Ml. 
Importune, 84, importunate. 
lomey, 71, journey, 
lote, 83, jot. " One tofe, or one 

title of the law shal not scape." S. 

Mat. T. 18, Genevan Nao Tetl. 

1557. 
lour, 92, your. 
loywell, 39, jeweL 

Kyre Eleyson, 69. Kyrie Elei- 
son, the Greek of "Lord, have 
mercy " upon us. 

Latward, 71. " Latewaril, that is 

of the latter season." P. 
Laz«r, 77, leprous, af&icted with 



Leas, i 



', lease. 



Liripope, 84. The following is 
Mr HalUwell's note on this word : 
" Uripoopi. An appendage to the 
ancient bood, consisting of long 
tails or tip)iets, passing round Ihe 
neck, and hanging down before, 
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reaching lo the feet, and ofle: 



ciuarly used by writers of the 
and 17th ceoturies. ' A lirripoop 



Deron Glo»». A priest was for- 
merlj jocularly termed a lerry-cum- 
poap. It seems to mean a trick or 
stratagem, in the Loadon Prodigal, 
p. 111. ' And whereas thon taiest 
the matter so farre in snuffe, I will 
teach thee thy lyrnpupi after an- 
other fashion than to be thus male- 
pcrtlie cocking eud billing with 
me, that am thj governour. 5^oni. 
Aunt, p. 35. 
Therea a girle that knowes her 

lerripeopf. 
Ullie't Mother Bomlie, 1594:." 
"I believe the scarf grew out of 
the fur tippet or almuce, or amesa, 
not the liHpipe of the hood." 
Church Time/, 16 Dec-, 1870, p. 
536, col. i. 

Lobies, 14, looby, a silly awk- 
ward fellow. H. 

Loutes, 15, clowniab unmannerly 

Lubbers, 15. " Abbey loutea or 
lubbers." Drudges, lazy drones. 
" Idul abbetf-Iubbaiys, wych are 
epte to no thpg but . . . only to 
etc and dry nke." England in Henri/ 
riH'i 3Hme, p. 131, ed. J. M. 
Cow per, 

Lubricite, 7, lubricity, incontin- 
enoy- See Imbriau, Cooperi The- 
saurus. 

Lyuelycke, 66, lively, living. 



Maiheme, 8. " Maihera or Ma- 
him, (F.) maim, wound, hurt." P. 

Morowe mas, 42. Morrow Mass. 
I am indebted to Canon Rock for 
the following ; — "Time out of mind 
and while the Anglo-Saxons ruled, 
there used to be in every monastery, 
cathedral, and large church, in this 
land, two altars in every chancel : 
one, the high or large altar ; the 



other, a smaller allar, not always 
but usually at the back of this 
larger altar. Every morning at 
dawn, and at the end of matins, a 
mass was sung or said at the smaller 
altar, and the monk or priest who 
celebrated it was termed the mor- 
row.mass priest ; and the altar it- 
self was named the n^orrow Mass 
Altar." "The morrow masse aw- 
ter" of Faversham had, in the 4th 
Henry VIII, " Imprimis. A chise- 
bvll of grfne damaske with Ijonea 
of golde with apparel for the preest. 
It, A masse boite preynted. 
It. 2 cruetta of pewter. 
It. i kandylstykks and a smaU of 
latoD standing upon brods herse." 
Jacob'i Faeersham, p. 164, 
And Thomas Sleriey of Faversham ■ 
gave, in 1525, "to the morroto 
tnssie aultar every weeke a penny 
after my decese the space of one 
whole yere." Leicis't Fun. Moil, in 
(he Church o/Fafertham, p. 37. 

Mortwaries, 85, mortuaries. 
" Mortuary, in the English ecclesi- 
astical law, is a pit left by a man 
at bis death to his parish chnrch, 
ia recompence of personal tithes 
omitted tiD be paid in bis lifetime. 
By 21 Hen. Vlll. c. 6, mortuaries 
were commuted into money pay- 
ments." Uoolc's Ch. Diet. 

Mongbt, 5, might 

Mancke peneyona, 42, J Monk 
pensioners- 

Murmiiraeyon, 26, mtinuur, or 
murmuring. 

Mysse, 78, a wrong, that which 



Nastureium, ix, the herb nose- 

Tfoble, 80, a coin of the value of 
&.. %d. " And in thys yere (1627) 
begane the golde to rjse, as the 
angell nabglt at vij». and in No- 



mber after it was made viji. virf." 
Urey Friara' Chrau., p. 33. The 
iDgel also was of the value of 6;. 81^. 



,,CoogIc 



aM>BHABIAL I 



U3 



But when " a phisiciaft called Doc- 
tOKr Nicholas, received "n An- 
gellii, vij It. I. t," the angel wb8 
worth 7*. Sd. FumivalCi Jnirae 
Boorde, p. 49, noU 1. 

Obeisant, 81, obedient. 

ObeysaTince, 90, obedience. 

Other, 46, either. 

Outwarde, 33, outer, St Matt, 
TiiL 12. Comp. " ThoQ shalt be 
throvn forth into ezterior darkness, 
where shall be weeping." Bp Bale, 
p. 394. 

Palme trees, 78. The Sallow, 



Palm. 
" For look hers, what 1 found on 
& palm-\.tt6." 

As Tou Ute It, iii. 3. 
"Ye leSkOiag palmi, that seeni to 
look 
Pleased o'er your image in the 
brook." 

Clar^i Rural U/e, p. 63. 
Pax, 75. A small tablet of sil- 
Ter, or Bome fit material, often 
very elaborately ornamented, by 
means of which the kiss of peace 
was, in the medieval Church, cir- 
culated through the congre^tion. 

"Cruoifiiea borne aloft in their 

gaddinge abroad, with the religious 
occupyings of their paxei, cruets, 
and jewels which be of silver." Bp 
BaU, p. 526. 
Pewling, Yiii, it, x. "To pule, 
to piep or cry aa chickens and 
young hirds do. To whine, to cry, 
to whimper," B. 

" To speak puling, like a beggar at 
Hallowmas. 

Two Genl.rer.u. 1. 
" A wretched puling fool, 
A whining mam met." 

Bom. Sr Jul. iii. 5. 
Persequution, 73, persecution. 
34,1 



B ther 



1 perioiuiget, soma sente 
from Christ as sheiiberds to fede, 
and some from the deuyll as theues 
to deuonre." Levei't Sermon*, p. 
66, Arber's reprint. 
Pettyt, 87, petty, little, small, 

Pixea, 75, Pyx, the veBsel or 
bos in which the Host is kept. 
Irreverently called " god-boies " 
bj Bp Bale, p. 537. 

Poura, 63, powers, authoritiea. 

Preacripte, 41, prescribed, ap- 
pointed. "The dwellers of the 
earth . . . practised worshiiiptnKa 
besides the priump/t. rules or OocTs 
word." Bp Bale, p. 495. 

Prist, 90, priest 

Prodieessoura, 77, predecessors. 

Prophanate, xi, to profane. 

Prosaeasion, 69, 1 procesaion. 

Prystishe, 45, priestish. 

Pue, 67, pew. 

Pyed, 79, black and white, parti- 
coloured. "These [frerea of the 
Pje] would appear to be not very 
different from the Carmelites ; they 
were called Pied Friars from tlitir 
dress bebg a mixture of blsck and 
white, like a magpie." Pierce the 
Plovghmans Credf, ed. Skeat, p. 35. 
"The Pied Friara had but one 
house, viz. at Norwich. We lind 
the expression ' Fratrnm, quM 
Freres Pye veteres appellabant ' in 
Thorn. Walsingham, Hist. Angli- 
cana, vol. i. p. 183; ed. H. T. 
Eilej. See also Notes and Queries, 
4 8. ii. 496." Additional Note lo 



Pynfolde, t 



a place of c. 



inquest, a jiiry of 



Eealyfe, 70, relief. 
Kenomcd, 82, renowned. 
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Keuaile, 69, reveal 
le, 78, realm. 



Salue, 28, to apply salve to, to 

Scala celi, 41, Scala Cceli, the 
name given to " a Tision of St Ber- 
nard's, who, while celebrating a 
funereal maaa, saw the soula for 
whom he was praying going up to 
heaven by a ladder." Sometimes 
the term "ia used merely aa one of 
mjatical figurative names of the 
Madonna." PoUtieut and Bel. Fo- 

Scaee, 29, scarce. See England 

in Hen. Vlll't Time, acasenesa, 

p. 223, 
Seased, 80 (Law term), seized of, 

possessed of. 
Senee, 41, cenae, to perfume with 

incense. 
Sensoores, 75, cenaera. 



ShauelingB, il. A term of con- 
tempt for a priest. "This Baby- 
lonish whore, or disguised sjsa- 
gogue of lAoreliiiff), sittelh upon 
many waters or peoples." Bp Sale, 

&49*. Shavelinga of proaig:ioua 
asttinesB in lecherous living 
under the colour of cbaatif v. It. p. 
497. 
Sliepe, 75, T ship. " Schyppb, 
vesselle to put jd rjche! (inceiise)" 
P.P. " Jrerra,aachi/p^<i!CCDSse," 
Nominale MS. xv. Cent, quoted hy 
Halliwell. "He gave a senser.and 
B«j(ypofclenesjluer|Or^fHiiipuro." 
Uorman, P. P. p. 80, note 6. Sir 
T. More uses the word, but the re- 
ference 1 liave not at hand. Canon 
Itock tells me he tbinka sheep ia 
nieaut. He says, " It was usual in 
those times for people having no- 
tliiug better to bestow in cbanty, to 
give certain Ruimnls to the church 
that therewith some money might 
arise, to be expended for charitHhle 



purposes : 



, , , for instance, that 

their milk, butter, and cheeae 
might produce sums for charity; 
and sheep for the wool the; pro- 
duced, to be sold for the like pur- 
pose. The ship for incenae is not 
a thimble, but an obloog shallow 
kind of hos for holding incense. 
This appliance ia now called ' an 
incense boat,' and in Latin is known 
as the namcxla, becauae shaped in 
the form of one, but without any 

Skanter, 96, scarcer. 

Skantite, 95, acatceness. 

Skot and lot, 98, " a customary 
contribution laid npon all subjects 
according to their abilitv. B. 
" Every freeholder is bound to be 
a partaker in tal, which is liability 
to bold office, and in icot, which 
means contribution to taxes and 
Other charcea." fii/«/« Mm. of 
London, p. 601, quoted in Sml&'i 
Exgtith Gilds, p. 471. 

Slouglitfully, 3, 1 cruelly, mur- 
derously. 

Sparcled, vi, enlightened, illu- 
minated. 

Steare, 24, 63, stir. 

Steruelynges, 64, Btarvelinga ; 
lean, hungry -looking persona. 

Strawne, x, etrewn, Bcattered. 

Sumner, 17, aummoner. See 
note, p. 17- 

Swynescotea, 78, pig-atiea. 

Swynged, 69, repeated frequently 
and loudly. 

Tapurs, 75, tapers. 
Thouchjng, 96, touching. 
Towardnea, 81. " Child of great 
lowardiiess," child of great pro- 

Trentalles, 41, Trental, a eervice 
of thirty masses for the dead, usu- 
ally celebrated on as many differ- 
ent days. "On fe morwe to seie 
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a Irenl of massBS." &nilA'i Englith 
Gildi, p. 8. " Pour ■ out jour 
trental masses, spew out jour com- 
mendations." Sp Bah, p. 330. 
See 5/ Grggorfi Trental, Pol. ReL 
and Lo?e Poems. 

Vmberment«, 96, number. Vm- 
ber, number. H. 

Vnaxed, 8, unasked. 

Vndoutely, 65, undoubtedly. 

Voult safe, 86, vouchsafe. An- 
other form of the word is leillisave. 
" For onto them onlj are his hea- 
venly verities known, to whom he 
Ktth^ateth to open them," Sp Bait, 
p. 473. 

Vre, 61, ore, use. 

Vtylite, 3, utility. 

"Wayne, 23, vain, 

Warmoll, 9. See note, p. 9. 
Mr Skeat says : " Wamiualt- I 
know nothing of it, and can only 



It ean hardly be Fr. nal. It can 
hardly be Mall or Moll, a common 
name for frail ones. Nor am I 
satisfied with a friend's gaeag that 
the word is woni-W-o/// It's too 
clever. And as if to make that 
which is dark darker, I find A.8. 
vmrn-nnehm (spelt aeam-malan in 
Boswortb) means by companiet. 
Cf. O.E. flockmel, by flocks, and 
piece-meal, by pieces. 

"Weyte, 97, whit«. 

Wringyng, 77. " To wrest . . . 
to mring ... to force the sense of 
a passage or author." P. 

Wyllouae, 78, willows. 

Wyte, ix, blame, roproach. 

Yie, 1, eye. 
Yower, 75, ewer. 
Ypochrise, 11, hypocrisy. 
Ypochrite, 11, hypocrites. 
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